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Retail success as four more shops open up for business 



Report by Alex Ross 


WALSALL is bucking the trend 
in the West Midlands when 
it comes to high street shop 
openings. 

Data from the Local Data Company 
reveals there were four more shops in 
the town in June than there were in 
January. 

Shops which have opened in the town include 
Heron Foods and Chopstix. Wolverhampton 
also saw an increase, with three more stores. 

But Dudley, Stourbridge, Stafford and Kid¬ 
derminster saw more closures than openings. 
And across the West Midlands there were 33 
more closures than openings in the first half 
of the year. 

The recent figures, although good for Walsall, 
do come two months after it was revealed nearly 
one in four shops in the town were closed. How¬ 
ever, last week, the former BHS store in Park 
Street in the town centre reopened as a budget 
shop called No 1 For Christmas. 

It will be open until Christmas Eve. 

Alarming 

Danny Phillips, spokesman for the Saddlers 
Shopping Centre, said: “We are thankful that 
at a difficult time in retail when shops are clos¬ 
ing down at an alarming rate both nationally 
and in the West Midlands, Saddlers Shopping 
Centre has not only kept hold of big brand 
names such as M&S and TJ Hughes but has 
also added to its line up with successful new 
chains such as Heron Foods and Chopstix.” 

Across the country, fashion stores, banks 
and cheque cashing shops suffered the most 
closures. 

But tobacconists, coffee shops and beauti¬ 
cians saw a relative boom, having seen their 
presence on the high street grow at the fastest 
pace among their peers in the first half of the 
year. Ice cream parlours were also among the 
winners, thanks to openings by chains includ¬ 
ing Ben & Jerry’s and Kaspa’s Creams. 

Matthew Hopkinson, director of the Local 
Data Company, said: “Regional variances show 
the importance of understanding local econo¬ 
mies.” The Local Data Company visits over 
3,000 towns and cities, retail parks and shop¬ 
ping centres. Each premises was visited and its 
occupancy status recorded as occupied, vacant 
or demolished. 
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David and Henry Pullar at the Darlaston memorial The archived newspaper page from 1927 


The cenotaph and statue 


A MYSTERY which has plagued 
the family of a war hero and the 
people of Darlaston for decades 
has finally been solved. 

The statue on top of the Dar¬ 
laston cenotaph is of local soldier 
Frederick Pullar who modelled 
for the artwork, in 1923, at the 
Wolverhampton College of Art. 

But for many years locals and 
family members have questioned 
who created the artwork, with ap¬ 
peals proving fruitless. 

This year, as the people of Dar¬ 
laston gathered to mark Remem¬ 
brance Day on Saturday, they 
were joined by the soldier’s grand¬ 
sons David and Henry Pullar. 

Councillor Doug James ex¬ 
plained: “I met with his grand¬ 
sons who again asked who the 
artist who sculpted the statue 
was. All they know is that Fred 
went to Wolverhampton College 


Report by David Banner 

of Art for the model sessions.” 

The councillor made a number 
of inquiries then contacted The 
Chronicle for help and was able to 
give details of when the sculpture 
was unveiled, on May 14 1927, 
and by whom, Brigadier General 
J V Campbell. 

We were able to search the Mid¬ 
land News Association archives 
and tracked down the original 
report carried in sister paper the 
Express & Star on May 16, 1927. 

This outlines how Brigadier 
General John Vaughan Campbell 
was a First World War hero nick¬ 
named the Tally HO VC having 
been awarded the Victoria Cross 
for his bravery at the Battle of 
Flers-Courcelette on September 
15, 1916. 


The newspaper details the 
service, on a rainy day, and the 
hymns sung before describing 
the memorial as having been ‘ex¬ 
ecuted by Messrs R Bridgeman 
and Sons, Lichfield, and designed 
by Messrs. Joynson Bros, archi¬ 
tects.” 

Councillor James said: “The 
grandsons will be happy to know 
who designed and made the 
statue at long last. It is good that 
the mystery has finally being re¬ 
solved.” 

MNA Group Head of Weekly Ti¬ 
tles Diane Davies said: “We were 
happy to help the family resolve 
this issue at long last, and to dis¬ 
cover that such an distinguished 
guest carried out the unveiling. 
What a tribute to the people of 
Darlaston and their loved ones 
who so sadly lost their lives.” 

• Round-up - page 3 


ARTS 

Look to the future, 
says patron Noddy 


1 


WALSALL’S favourite son Noddy Holder, 
MBE, has been announced as the first 
ever patron of Birmingham’s New Alexan¬ 
dra Theatre. 

The former Slade 
star, who has been 
a long-time sup¬ 
porter of the venue, 
will represent the 
theatre in a bid to 
keep the arts alive 
for future genera¬ 
tions. He urged the 

public to 'look to Noddy a, the Alex 
the future and con¬ 
tinue to support the thriving West Midlands 
arts scene. 

Noddy said: “I am extremely happy to 
have been invited to become a patron of 
the New Alexandra Theatre. It was a part of 
my life growing up in the Midlands. Noddy, 
who has been made a freeman of the bor¬ 
ough of Walsall, added: “In the words of a 
certain fab festive song we must all ‘Look 
to the future now ... It’s only just begun!”’ 

To commemorate the event, Noddy now 
has his own seat dedicated to him in the 
theatre, which has a plaque with his name. 

• Radio - Page 2 


CRIME 

Police in arrests to 
‘reduce suffering’ 

MORE than 20 people have been arrested in 
Walsall over the last fortnight for crimes such 
as burglary and shoplifting as police look to 
‘reduce the suffering’ of residents and busi¬ 
nesses. 

Officers from local neighbourhood teams, 
detectives and offender management of¬ 
ficers have been targeting offenders who 
have been carrying out offences of theft and 
burglary in the Bloxwich area and beyond. 

Insp Mike Mason, neighbourhood policing 
manager for Walsall and Bloxwich said: “Po¬ 
lice officers and staff in Walsall are working 
hard to reduce the number of residents and 
businesses who are suffering at the hands of 
a relatively small number of people.” 
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abbey blinds abbey curtains abbey cushions 



WE MANUFACTURE, 
SUPPLY & FIT 
Curtains • Cushions 
Perfect Fit - Intu 
Vertical - Venetian 
Blackout - Roman 
Roller • Pleated 
Conservatory Blinds 


abbey blinds 

25-28 Elmore Green Road 

Bloxwich 
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www.blind8byabbey.oo.uk 
showroom 0anv5pm Mon-Sat 
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his joy to be bak f ome 


Noddy airs 

ROCK legend Noddy Holder has reminisced about 
his first ever home-town show in a new radio se¬ 
ries. He remembers first playing in Walsall in an 
interview where he says he has never forgotten his 
Black Country roots. 

The Slade star shared his memories on BBC 
WM as part of a new series being aired every week 
called Way Back Wednesday. 

Talking to host Alex Lester in Walsall Town 
Hall, Noddy, who played at the venue with band 
‘NBetweeners, said: “Growing up in Walsall in the 
40s and 50s the town was better known for its fac¬ 
tories than its music scene. But at the heart of this 
community was the town hall. 


We played our very first show in 1966, this 
is where my career as a professional musician 
began.” He added: “If you can please the Midlands 
crowd, you can please anybody. You couldn’t get 
away with murder, you had to be good.” 

On coming from the Black Country, he said: “I 
think we never forgot our roots. 

“We were proud of the Midlands, and we shouted 
from the rooftops wherever we went. 

“We never shied away from the fact we were a 
Black Country band and our music was rooted in 
the Black Country. When we got famous as a band 
we used to go around the world and half the people 
could not understand what we were laughing at. 


We had that inner Black Country sense of humour 
and it kept us going through the hard times.” 

Noddy was born in the Caldmore district of the 
borough and has always remained close to the com¬ 
munity. He is the voice of the lift in the art gallery, 
visits the local hospitals and schools as well as al¬ 
ways popping back for a ‘decent curry’. 

He made his singing debut at seven years old at 
Walsall Labour Working Men’s Club before form¬ 
ing Slade in the 60s. 

Mr Lester said: “It was an honour to go to Wal¬ 
sall Town Hall with Noddy, somewhere that meant 
so much to him - a place that will go down in rock 
history thanks to him.” 


Food mountain boost 
for Christmas appeal 


MORE than 1,200 food items 
have been donated to our 
Feed A Family This Christ¬ 
mas campaign thanks to an 
anonymous donor. 

Hundreds of tins of soup, veg¬ 
etables, meat and fish have been 
handed over as well as dozens 
of bags of pasta, rice, noodles, 
snacks and biscuits. 

A massive 1,240 items were do¬ 
nated which filled three cars when it 
was collected and came from a Staf¬ 
fordshire community association. 

The food will be now go to food 
banks and other charitable organi¬ 
sations across the Black Country and 
Staffordshire. 

The anonymous donation includes 
60 packets of cereals, 100 tins of soup, 
250 tins of beans, 60 packets of dry 
pasta and sauce, 40 packets of bis¬ 
cuits, 40 packet sauces and 100 tins 
of tomatoes. 

Charities 

The campaign has been launched 
by The Chronicle and the Express & 
Star to help support local food banks, 
charities working with the homeless 
and The Haven refuge. 

MNA Group Head of Weekly Titles 
and E&S Deputy Editor Diane 
Davies said: “This is an abso¬ 
lutely amazing contribution, we 
are incredibly grateful. It has re¬ 
ally got the Feed a Family cam¬ 
paign off to a flying start. What a 
fantastic, kind-hearted gesture. 

“But I can’t emphasis enough 
how much pressure there is on 
food banks and homelessness 
charities at this time. I would 
urge all our readers to support 
this campaign, even if it’s just 
with one tin of beans, so we can 
bring a little Christmas cheer to 
those who really need it.” 

Food has also been flooding in to 
our donation points around the area. 
While two schools - Wood End Pri- 



Express & Star Wolverhampton, 51-53 Queen Street, 
WV1 1ES; Express & Star Cannock/Walsall office, Queen 
Square, Cannock WS11 1EA; Oldbury office, Black 
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DONATIONS CAN ALSO BE DROPPED OFF AT: 


Waitrose Wolverhampton, Penn Road, WV2 4NJ; The 
Midcounties Co-operative Food Store Codsall, 28-32 
Wood Lane/Bakers Way, Codsall WV8 1DB. Donations 
dropped off at those will go to The Well. 
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Reporters Jordan Harris and Heather Large with helper Phil Beecher and the huge pile of food donated for the campaign 

help those who may be strug¬ 
gling at this time of year. 

The appeal runs until Decem¬ 
ber 16. The good causes we will 
be supporting include The Well 
(Home of Wolverhampton Food 
Bank). Also the Good Shepherd 
Ministry, based in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, and the Black Country Food 
Bank. Other groups include 
Smethwick Food Bank, Walsall 
North Food Bank and Cannock 
and District Food Bank. The ap¬ 
peal will also be supporting The 
Haven which helps those affected by 
domestic violence. 

For the full list of items you can do¬ 
nate see expressandstar.com. 



mary School and Westcroft School, 
both in Wolverhampton - have also 
pledged to support our campaign by 
collecting items. 

Former Emmerdale star Lisa 


Riley, who will be appearing in Jack 
and The Beanstalk at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Grand, and antiques expert Will 
Farmer, have already backed our 
campaign, saying it was great way to 


Former bar 
manager at 
House hits 
out at MRS 

A WOMAN from Walsall has claimed 
that she was pestered by up to 30 MPs 
while working at a bar in The House of 
Commons, it has been reported. 

Alice Bailey 
told how she was 
propositioned by 
the MPs dur¬ 
ing shifts as 
manager at the 
Sports and So¬ 
cial Bar. 

The 25-year- 
old, from Wal¬ 
sall, claims one 
MP begged her 
for sex on her 
first day at the 
bar. She said: “I realised what powerful 
people MPs are and I was just a kid be¬ 
hind the bar.” 

Ms Bailey, who left the bar job in 
2015, said she was once ordered to wear 
a Santa outfit for a Christmas party. 

And she said one MP followed her 
home and another spread malicious ru¬ 
mours about her. She also said members 
would make obnoxious comments about 
her backside. 

She added: “I would stand there some 
nights and think it was unbelievable 
these are the people running the county. 

“Most Thursday nights the bar would 
be rammed because most MPs went 
home and those who stayed over were 
partying with researchers. Nearly every¬ 
one would get paralytic on countless 
pints and shots. 

“We would go through five bottles 
of Jagermeister and there would be all 
kinds of snogging and cuddling in the 
corridors.” 

It is believed Ms Bailey now lives in 
London. 

O’Hara gets £400 
fine after assault 

FORMER Wolves midfielder Jamie 
O’Hara has been fined £400 after admit¬ 
ting an assault on a schoolboy. 

O’Hara, who played at Molineux be¬ 
tween 2011 and 2014, was charged with 
assault by beating after lashing out at 
the 14-year-old following Billericay 
Town’s defeat to Leatherhead in April. 

He appeared at Guildford Magistrates 
Court where he pleaded guilty. 

He was fined £400 and told his must 
pay £50 compensation to the victim, £85 
costs and a £40 victim surcharge. 

A video of the incident appears to 
show the boy put his hand out towards 
O’Hara who then reacts aggressively 
when the hand is withdrawn. 

O’Hara, aged 31, joined Wolves from 
Tottenham for £5million in June 2011 
but became deeply unpopular with sup¬ 
porters during the club’s fall from the 
Premier League into League One. He 
was released in November 2014. 



Alice Bailey 
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Children 
'smothered' 
before blaze 
court is told 



CHILDREN killed moments before 
their home perished in flames were 
‘smothered’ by their father, jurors 
have been told. Pathologist Dr Alex- 
ander Kolar con¬ 
firmed young sib¬ 
lings Saros and 
Leanor died after 
their mouth and 
nose were blocked 
by a ‘substance or 
material’. 

Revealing post 
mortem results, 

Mohammed 

the pair were left will ‘blood-filled 
eyes’ due to the trauma they suffered. 

Prosecutors allege the youngsters 
were murdered by father Endris Mo¬ 
hammed, who suffocated them with a 
petrol-soaked rag before setting fire 
to the Great Barr family home as his 
wife slept upstairs. 

Dr Kolar said both children died 
after suffering ‘obstruction of the 
external airways’ last October. He 
went on to say Saros, eight, showed 
no signs of having suffered pressure 
to the neck while Leanor was left with 
a 16cm burn mark covering her nose 
and mouth, as well as a 3cm bruise to 
her scalp. 

Leanor, six, was ‘partially resusci¬ 
tated’ at hospital but both were later 
declared dead by medics, the court 
heard. Taxi driver Mohammed ad¬ 
mits killing his children but denies 
murder on grounds of diminished re¬ 
sponsibility and claims he was men¬ 
tally impaired. The 47-year-old Uber 
employee also denies attempting to 
murder wife Penil Teklehaimanot. 

The trial continues. 


Pupils urged to 
consider self care 

PUPILS across Walsall are being en¬ 
couraged to create a campaign that 
promotes self care in their local com¬ 
munity. 

NHS Walsall Clinical Commission¬ 
ing Group has launched a competition 
asking pupils to create a campaign 
that promotes self care in their local 
community, whether that is within 
their school, a nearby care home or 
even a community centre. 

The campaigns will then be judged 
by the CCG, with four primary school 
finalists and four secondary school 
finalists being announced early next 
year. The finalists will then be given 
£50 each to make their campaign a 
reality. 

The event put on by the school will 
then be judged with the winners from 
both categories being announced on 
March 31, where they will be pre¬ 
sented with a trophy. 


More named as masters of their craft 



Fashion designer Luke Roper 


SEVEN talented men and women 
from Walsall have now been named in 
the hunt to find the 100 most skilled 
Masters from the Black Country. 

Creative Black Country, which set 
out to identify the 100 Masters, is 
trickling out the names of the 100 and 
the latest batch includes some of Wal¬ 
sall’s favourite sons and daughters. 

Hundreds of nominations were sub¬ 
mitted for the June 30 deadline. 

Included in the recent announce¬ 
ments were leading fashion designer 
Luke Roper who started life in Wal¬ 
sall Wood as the son of a dressmaker 


and went on to set up a successful 
menswear chain. 

Also named was Gemma Todd, 
from Willenhall who drives a 35ft mo¬ 
bile library during the daytime and 
has also put pen to paper and write 
her own successful novel Defender. 

Named for mastering the skill of 
ceramics, was Lorraine Taylor and 
Nicky Smart who run the successful 
firm Penkridge Ceramics in Walsall. 

Another master is teenager David 
Pearce who, while a pupil at Queen 
Mary’s Grammar School, designed 
the new 12-sided £1 coin. 


Gardeners Tony and Marie New¬ 
ton who open their beautiful garden 
in Walsall for charity days and have 
raised over £44,000 for charities over 
the past 10 years have been named. 

Also singer Jorja Smith, known as 
a friend of rap artist Drake, she has 
been making her own waves in the 
R&B scene. She has been shortlisted 
for three MOBO awards. 

Paralympian gold medal winner 
Ellie Simmonds OBE is named as a 
master. Ellie, of Aldridge, has won 13 
World titles, 10 European titles and 
has has broken various world records. 


Young and old gather 
to remember fallen 



A family in the crowd at the event A poignant momen at the Walsall town centre service attended by hundreds A veteran pays his respects 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Woman hurt in 
moped collision 

A WOMAN has been knocked off her 
moped following a collision with a car. 

The incident happened around 
2.30pm near the whg building in Wal¬ 
sall at the junction between Hather- 
ton Street and Little Street East. 

The patient, in her 30s, is not be¬ 
lieved to be in a serious condition 
but her injuries were not specified by 
emergency personnel. 

One ambulance is in attendance 
and no further resources have been 
called for. 

The collision has caused disruption 
on and around the Walsall ring road 
with delays on Broadway North, Lich¬ 
field Street and Lower Rushall Street. 

Police are also in attendance. 

Designer outlet to 
bring in £200m 

A DESIGNER outlet shopping centre 
that promises to create 2,000 jobs and 
attract £200 million of investment is 
being lined up for the Black Country. 

The new 200,000 sq ft centre could 
be built on Sandwell Council-owned 
Lion Farm playing fields, just off Junc¬ 
tion 2 of the M5, in Oldbury. 

It would feature top brand shops 
as well as cafes and restaurants. New 
sports pitches would also be built 
nearby as part of the deal. Sandwell 
Council’s cabinet members were set to 
decide yesterday, Wednesday, whether 
to grant the developer extra time to 
work on the proposals. 

Jail for caught 
raider with knife 

A MAN who tried to stab a supermar¬ 
ket security guard has been jailed for 
two years. 

Ian Bartley drew a knife after being 
detained and held in a head lock by 
Colin Whitehouse while trying to 
flee on a push bike after stealing £98 
worth of air fresheners from Asda in 
Wednesbury. 

The 29-year-old shoplifter then 
warned ‘I am going to stab you’ and a 
witness later told police he saw Bart¬ 
ley miss with a swing of the knife, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told. 


HUNDREDS of people turned 
out across Walsall to pay 
their respects to those killed 
or injured while fighting in 
the line of service. 

In Walsall on Sunday the town 
centre fell silent for two minutes 
at 11am as part of the annual ob¬ 
servance of remembrance. 

There was also a colourful parade, 
featuring current and former service¬ 
men and women, from Hatherton 
Street to Bradford Place. It marked 
the final time Sergeant Major Ron 
Smith acted as part-marshal for the 
parade, a job he has done for the past 


10 years. Sgt Maj Smith served in the 
Royal Marine Commandos from 1947 
to 1971, and was based in Korea, the 
Suez and Malta. 

The 86-year-old, who is from Great 
Wyrley, is chairman of the Walsall 
branch of the Normandy Veterans 
Association, which has five members. 
He said: “Due to my health, I had a 
fall and broke many of my ribs, I am 
unable to move around as I once was.” 

He added: “I enjoyed it the event 
and my job, I will miss it terribly.” 

There was also parades in Pelsall, 
Aldridge, Bloxwich, Streetly, Walsall 
Wood and Darlaston where enough 
money was raised by community 


groups for the event to go ahead. In 
Great Barr, Scouts and Guides took 
part in a parade at St Margaret’s 
Church in Chapel Lane. 

The main Walsall procession, led by 
The Staffordshire Band, arrived at the 
cenotaph in Bradford Place at around 
10.40am, when a service then took 
place, led by Rev Mark Kinder. As the 
parade stood to attention, hundreds of 
people gathered around it. 

Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven 
was the first hymn, followed by a read¬ 
ing called Sermon on the Mount from 
Matthew 5 by Mayor Marco Longhi. 

Rev Emily Reynolds gave an address 
where she described finding letters at 


her late grandmother’s house from 
her grandfather as he departed for 
service in World War Two. 

A small ceremony was also held out¬ 
side the statue of John Carless, who 
received a posthumous Victoria Cross 
for his fight on a Royal Navy ship in 
the First World War in the North Sea. 
Among those taking part was Corporal 
Frank Corbett, aged 96, from Essing- 
ton. He served in the South Stafford¬ 
shire Regiment 7th Battalion, taking 
part in the Normandy landing at Gold 
Beach. He said: “It brings back mem¬ 
ories every year - I remember landing 
in 6ft of water, and just real noise, 
from people, guns and planes.” 


Choir due in concert 
at town's library 

A MALE voice choir will be hitting the 
high notes when they get together at 
Great Barr Library tomorrow, Friday. 

Walsall Harmonic Male Voice Choir 
will be in concert from 7pm onwards. 

The choir specialises in traditional 
four-part harmony and anyone who 
would like to join can attend the con¬ 
cert, or practice sessions which take 
place at the Chuckery Club in Beacon 
Street, Walsall, on Monday evenings 
at 8pm. 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS • LOG CABINS 




The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring |- 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 


Wooden 
Sheds 



A huge range instock 

from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed 


• Base Laying Service 

• Free Quotations 


Summer 

Houses 



A huge range in stock 

from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 



A huge range in stock 

from £1657 


• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 


TAYLORS |aa1 
AUTO L*J 

Our Promise, cJ^aLd 

not only do we ciass7Vans 

guarantee you an 
honest MOT, 
we also only charge 

£ 29.99 

(Servicing & tyres available) 

Tel:01543 3 7 2 6 73 


BLINDS 

WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


FREE/^^ 


contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


Sunnyside Farm, Northgate, Walsall Wood, 
West Midlands WS9 9BU 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Family meals are 
Tare occasions 1 

FAMILIES in the West Midlands are 
being urged to spend more dinner 
times together after new research 
found they barely spent more than 
once a week together. 

Furniture and flooring firm SCS has 
carried out a study which has revealed 
that one in five families sit down to 
eat together less than once a week. 

The study of 1,000 parents found 
two out of three families don’t sit 
together to eat every night, with a 
further 13 per cent saying it’s only 
for special occasions. Seven out of 10 
parents wish they were able to have 
more family feeds, but 40 per cent said 
working late prevented this. 

Gig funds to help 
Charlie book costs 

MUSIC acts and performers will be 
taking to the stage for a fundraising 
gig on November 18. 

Brian Dakin, whose goes by the 
stage name Billy Spakemon, is show¬ 
casing acts from his Omma N Chain 
radio show at the Zion Reform Church 
Hall, in Langley Green Road, Langley. 

The Buskin’ For Charlie event will 
be raising funds for the book Billy is 
writing on the life of cartoonist Char¬ 
lie Grigg. Mr Grigg sketched the fa¬ 
mous comic characters Desperate Dan 
and Korky the Cat. 

The free event runs from 1pm to 
4pm. People can leave donations to¬ 
wards the book. 

Grandparents 
do even more 

THE extent of grandparents provid¬ 
ing childcare in is much higher than 
previously thought and is a factor in 
assisting mums, who had taken time 
out from work to have children, to get 
back into the workplace, according to 
new research carried out at the Uni¬ 
versity of Birmingham. 

The study in the Journal of Social 
Policy, found grandparents were the 
first named source of after school and 
weekend care for 36 per cent of school 
entry year children for lone parents. 

Satriani and co to 
unite for show 

GUITAR virtuoso Joe Satriani will en¬ 
tertain fans with a new show coming 
to Birmingham next year. 

The American icon, aged 61, will 
play alongside former Scorpions’ gui¬ 
tarist Uli Jon Roth and Dream Theat¬ 
er’s guitarist John Petrucci. Each will 
perform their own set, followed by a 
massive jam at the end of the show. 

The G3 will be at Birmingham’s 
Symphony Hall on April 30. 


Muslims feel 'targeted', states report 


MUSLIMS in Walsall borough feel 
‘targeted and treated with suspicion’ 
according to a report released on com¬ 
munity relations. 

Walsall Council has put together a 
community cohesion and integration 
plan in order to ‘build a fairer society’. 

But the report itself also shows 
that the ‘majority of indigenous com¬ 
munities’ felt ‘ignored’ while analysis 
of social media around housing, im¬ 


migration and employment showed 
‘anger towards new communities 
across the borough’. 

Elsewhere in the report it is stated 
that minority communities who 
showed a willingness to mix had ‘anx¬ 
iety regarding the welcome that might 
be received’, as well as claims that the 
Brexti decision has seen ‘a rise in anx¬ 
iety in newly arrived communities to 
Walsall that they are unwelcome in 


the UK’. In relation to perception of 
Muslims in the borough, who accord¬ 
ing to the last census data made up 
8.2 per cent of the community, the 
report read: “The council’s cohesion 
consultation indicated negative per¬ 
ceptions of Islam and Muslims existed 
across the borough. More work is re¬ 
quired to tackle these impacts by cre¬ 
ating greater opportunities to engage 
all communities.” 


Councillor Sean Coughlan, leader 
of Walsall Council, said: “Our geogra¬ 
phy, people and history have shaped 
the place that Walsall Borough is 
today. Now, there are newer chal¬ 
lenges that need to be addressed, es¬ 
pecially in the current economic and 
austerity climate. Our policies need 
to be focused on meeting the needs 
of our changing communities and on 
developing policy led change.” 


Cash boost to tackle 
issues across Walsall 


By Jordan Harris 


A £600,000 Government cash 
boost will be given to Wal¬ 
sall Council to help 'reduce 
fly-tipping and anti-social be¬ 
haviour’ in the borough. 

The money is being made availa¬ 
ble as part of an £18 million hand¬ 
out from the second phase of the 
Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s Controlling 
Migration Fund. 

The authority will receive £665,551 
which will be put towards improving 
Walsall’s environment and education 
as well as schemes to help reduce 
fly-tipping and anti-social behaviour, 
according to reports. 

Communities Minister Lord Bourne 
said: “In some places population 
change in a short space of time has put 
pressure on local services and we’re 
clear there are things we can do to ad¬ 
dress these problems. 

“This new funding will help councils 
rise to the challenge of reducing the 
impact of migration on local commu¬ 
nities in a variety of ways - whether 
that’s tackling the small minority of 
landlords who damage neighbour¬ 
hoods with overcrowded properties, or 
providing English language classes to 
ensure effective integration.” 

According to a document detailing 
how money will be spent, Walsall will 
benefit from ‘a multi-themed proposal 
to support better community integra¬ 
tion in Walsall; improve the living 
environment; improve educational at¬ 
tainment; safeguard some of the most 
vulnerable; reduce fly tipping; reduce 
anti-social behaviour and improve the 
private landlord housing provision de¬ 
livered through a strong community 
sector and public sector’. 

More than 2,000 incidents of fly-tip- 
ping have cost Walsall Council over 
£220,000 in just six months, according 
to recent figures. 



You say you want a Revolution, in store 


Mark Burns, hoping to make Revolution Records a real moneyspinner in Walsall centre 


MUSIC lovers in Walsall can rejoice after a new record 
shop opened its doors to the public. 

Revolution Records, managed by Mark Burns, former 
manager at the popular Sundown Records which closed 
in 2005, already has thousands of vinyl in stock ready for 
collectors to sift through. 

Mark had been living in Wales following the closure of 
Sundown but was coaxed back by owner David Hughes 
to manage the store and says he believes Revolution can 
be a success. Mark said: “I worked at Sundown for 20 
years and it was sad for the town when it closed. 

“David spent years trying to convince me to come back 


and I just decided to go with it. We have thousands of 
records ready to go, so there is going to be no shortage 
of selection.” Sundown Records was well known locally 
among music fans and even once saw rocker Ozzy Oz- 
bourne stand behind the counter when he worked there 
for a day as part of a charity fundraiser. 

A new record shop, LP’s Paradise, opened in the Vic¬ 
torian Arcade in 2013 but has since closed down. 

In order to help with running costs and to add that 
something different to their venture, Mark and David 
have teamed up with Revolution Vapes at 16 Park Place 
and will share a space with the shop. 


Chief's joy 
at increase 
in walking 
youngsters 

A HEALTH boss has reported that 
there has been a nine per cent in¬ 
crease in the number of children 
walking or cycling to school. 

Councillor Ian Robertson, portfolio 
holder for health with Walsall Coun¬ 
cil, has published his latest annual 
report on the borough’s public health 
in which he states that more young 
people are walking to school in the 
morning. 

A total of 68.9 per cent of the bor¬ 
ough’s population are overweight 
according to recent Public Health 
England figures, more than five per 
cent higher than the national average. 

However, councillor Robertson be¬ 
lieves the situation is improving for 
youngsters in the borough and said 
that the council will ‘rise to the chal¬ 
lenge’ of improving the picture as a 
whole. He said: “Physical inactivity of 
people in Walsall remains a huge chal¬ 
lenge and the health consequences are 
wide reaching. 

“By creating a healthier environ¬ 
ment through increased physical ac¬ 
tivity opportunities such as better use 
of green spaces and leisure centres, 
we are starting to notice a difference 
with users of outdoor spaces now 
equal to the national average and a 
nine per cent increase this year in the 
number of children walking or cycling 
to school. 

“We remain committed in our ef¬ 
forts to work innovatively to seek 
alternative ways of fulfilling our re¬ 
quirements and we are rising to the 
challenge of achieving efficiencies 
whilst maintaining services in a con¬ 
tinued effort to improve the health 
and wellbeing of the local population.” 

Crematorium to 
open by 2019 

A CREMATORIUM development for¬ 
ced through by the Government will 
be up and running within two years. 

Sajid Javid MP, the Secretary of 
State for the Department for Com¬ 
munities and Local Government, has 
ruled in favour of a scheme at Broad 
Lane, Essington, after it was origi¬ 
nally refused by South Staffordshire 
Council. In reaction, applicants West- 
erleigh Group confirmed that develop¬ 
ment would begin soon. 

Managing Director Richard Evans 
said: “It has taken a very long time to 
get to the point where we can provide 
this essential service to bereaved peo¬ 
ple locally. 

“We are planning to start construc¬ 
tion next year and we expect the new 
facility to be fully operational in 2019. 

“The new facility will serve people 
who do not want to go as far as Bush- 
bury or Streetly.” 
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Improving 
areas for 
jobs list has 
Walsall on it 

WOLVERHAMPTON together with 
neighbouring Walsall has been rated 
as one of the top improving places in 
the UK for creating new jobs. 

The city is not in the top 10 for 
highest jobs growth in the latest Dem- 
os-PricewaterhouseCoopers Good 
growth for Cities index, but ranks 
eighth in the list of improvers. 

Business network PwC said cities in 
the Midlands were seeing strong jobs 
growth and were catching up on the 
historic top performers in the south 
of England. Birmingham head the 
improvers’ list with Leicester in third 
place. 

Matthew Hammond, PwC’s Mid¬ 
lands regional chairman and Bir¬ 
mingham office senior partner, said: 
“We’ve seen broad-based improve¬ 
ments in our good growth index across 
the Midlands, driven in particular by 
falling unemployment rates. Some 
areas that had lagged behind in the 
recovery from the financial crisis are 
now showing clear improvements, so 
the recovery and some early signs of 
economic rebalancing are spreading 
across the UK and particularly in the 
same areas of the Midlands.” 

Mr Hammond said delivering good 
growth could not be achieved by any 
one person working alone, but went 
hand-in-hand with place based trans¬ 
formation, where local government, 
central government and the private 
sector acted together. 

Surgery saved 
from closure 

A DOCTORS’ practice has been saved 
despite being earmarked for closure 
as part of a health service shake up. 

Walsall Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) had proposed to shut 
Kingfisher Medical Practice, in Bent¬ 
ley Medical Centre, Churchill Road, 
and Keys Family Practice, based at 
Willenhall Health Centre, in Field 
Street, Willenhall, as part of the re¬ 
vamp. Keys Family Practice, however, 
has been retained following a CCG 
governing body meeting. 

More than 1,000 surveys were com¬ 
pleted during the consultation period. 
Prof Simon Brake, Chief Officer at 
NHS Walsall CCG said: “Recommen¬ 
dations to the board were based on 
feedback from the public consulta¬ 
tion.” 


Wheel be festive 

FAMILY cycling group Wheel We 
Make It holds a Christmas ride and 
lunch event on Saturday. 

A cycle ride starts from Chasewater 
Sports Centre at 9.30am, followed by 
Christmas lunch at the centre at 1pm. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Thousands fly-tipping in six months 



Fly tipping off Kendrick Road 


MORE than 2,000 incidents of fly-tip- 
ping have cost Walsall Council over 
£220,000 in just six months, accord¬ 
ing to new figures. 

For the financial year 2016/17, 
5,009 incidents were recorded, cost¬ 
ing the authority £426,098 and since 
the new financial year has started 
up until the end of September there 
have been 2,364 incidents at a cost of 
£221,787. 

That works out at £33,666 per 
month - or more than £1,000 per day 
to the cash-strapped authority in that 
period. 


Environment chiefs have said that 
the figures are a ‘major concern’ and 
the cost is putting increased strain on 
already tight budgets. 

The council has various methods 
to battle fly-tipping in recent years 
including setting up covert cameras 
and launching awareness campaigns 
encouraging residents to report. 

Now Councillor Chris Jones, who 
is the authority’s head of clean and 
green services, says a task force is 
being set up to look at clamping down 
on the problem. 

Councillor Jones said: “This is a se¬ 


rious problem for us, it is one of our 
biggest issues. The sad fact is that it 
is something that is totally avoidable. 

“We all have to live with the cuts, 
regardless of which side you are on 
politically we all have to get on with it 
because they aren’t going away. 

“What doesn’t help is when we are 
spending around £400,000 a year on 
cleaning up mess that has just been 
left mindlessly. That is money that 
could be spent on frontline staff. 

“Progress is underway to get a task 
force together to specifically look at 
this issue.” 


ers from the firm wore orange 
high-visibility clothing. Ben would 
stand outside the company’s depot 
in Reaymer Close almost every 
day since he was a teenager. 

Simon Ward, who worked for 
ABA Cranes, knew Ben well. He 
said: “He was always there, and 
now all of a sudden he’s not there. 
It’s really strange and quite sad.” 


Ilivo motorbikes 
go from garages 

TWO motorbikes have been stolen in 
less than 12 hours in the Walsall area 
following break-ins to two garages. 

Thieves raided a garage on Stafford 
Road, Darlaston, around 10.30pm 
on Sunday, November 5, stealing a 
Kawasaki off-road bike and fishing 
equipment by stashing the items in a 
getaway van. 

Then around 7.15am the following 
day, part of a garage door in Nicholas 
Road, Streetly, was forced open where 
the suspects entered and made off 
with a red Ducati motorbike. 

West Midlands Police has been un¬ 
able to say whether the incidents are 
linked or not. 

Fireworks thrown 
by thugs in car 

A GANG of thugs who launched lit 
fireworks from the back of a car as it 
sped past people in the street are be¬ 
ing hunted by police. 

One woman narrowly escaped 
being hit by one of the rockets as they 
whizzed past her in Coppice Road, 
Walsall Wood. Police were called in 
but could not find the gang. 

The fireworks were fired from a 
passing black Ford Fiesta around 
6.20pm on Saturday. 

The force has now appealed to any¬ 
one with information to get in touch 
with them by calling 101. 

Staff staying fit 
thanks to flu jab 

STAFF at NHS Walsall Clinical Com¬ 
missioning Group (CCG) have become 
flu fighters by getting their vaccina¬ 
tions. 

More than 30 members of staff were 
vaccinated as part of the Stay Well 
Walsall campaign, which Walsall CCG 
launched last month. 

The free vaccinations were carried 
out by Walsall Manor Hospital’s occu¬ 
pational health team. 

Meanwhile, staff that missed the 
vaccination session are able to get vac¬ 
cinated at the hospital at a time that 
suits them. 

Designer outlet to 
create 2,000 jobs 

A DESIGNER outlet shopping centre 
that promises to create 2,000 jobs and 
attract £200 million of investment is 
being lined up for the Black Country. 

The new 200,000 sq ft centre could 
be built on Sandwell Council-owned 
Lion Farm playing fields, just off Junc¬ 
tion 2 of the M5, in Oldbury. 

It would feature top brand shops 
as well as cafes and restaurants. New 
sports pitches would also be built 
nearby as part of the deal. 


More sites in borough 
get traveller injunctions 

THE battle against illegal encamp¬ 
ments across Walsall has taken 
another huge step forward after 11 
new injunctions were secured. 

Sites including beauty spot Barr Bea¬ 
con, where more than 40 caravans re¬ 
cently set up, are now covered by a court 
injunction giving Walsall Council greater 
powers to remove travellers. 

The injunction is the same as one granted 
last year which covered 12 sites across the 
borough and allows the authority to move en¬ 
campments on within 24 hours as opposed to 
the four to five days it normally takes. 

The new injunctions cover Barr Beacon, 

Aldridge Airport, Walsall Arboretum, King 
George V Playing Fields in Bloxwich, Pelsall 
Common, Swannies Field and The Lea, The 
Croft in Aldridge, Victoria Park in Darlaston, 
the Wakes Ground car and lorry park in Wil¬ 
lenhall, Wolverhampton Street car park and 
Aldridge Community Centre and adjoining 
land at Middlemore Lane. 

Inconsiderate 

Walsall North MP Eddie Hughes, who has 
raised the borough’s issues with travellers 
in Parliament in recent weeks, said: “I’m de¬ 
lighted the council has finally managed to make 
some progress. I sincerely hope that this means 
the residents who have suffered so much from 
the inconsiderate actions of travellers during 
recent months won’t have to suffer the same 
problems again in the future.” 

The injunction at beauty spot Barr Beacon 
has been welcomed by Councillor Adrian An¬ 
drew, who recently set up a petition asking for 
this to be implemented. 

Councillor Andrew said: “Residents and 
councillors in Pheasey Park Farm are abso¬ 
lutely delighted at the news.” 

This latest injunction order brings the total 
number of sites in Walsall prohibiting an en¬ 
campment to 24. 

Walsall Council Leader, Sean Coughlan said: 

“The Council is well aware of the problems 
caused to local people as a result of unauthor¬ 
ised encampments.” 


Cranes’ funeral procession for Ben 



The vehicles, from ABA Crane Hire, which were part of the procession for Ben Lawton’s funeral 


A CONVOY of cranes joined the 
funeral procession of an enthusi¬ 
ast who loved the towering struc¬ 
tures. Ben Lawton died suddenly 
last month, aged just 35, after col¬ 
lapsing at his home in Reedswood, 
Walsall. 

The cause is still inconclusive 
but it is suspected his unexpected 
death could be linked to epilepsy, 


which he had battled during his 
life, as well as autism and learning 
difficulties. 

In tribute to Ben, four cranes 
from ABA Crane Hire joined the 
funeral cortege as his body was 
taken to Streetly Crematorium. 

His coffin was transported to 
Streetly Crematorium in an ABA 
Cranes van, while the pallbear- 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 
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Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 

SB 

Customers That An 


Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 
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Cloudy2Clear Windows. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

Which? 

’ Trusted 
Trader 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 
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Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Pay rise? 

I shouldn’t 
get your 
hopes up 

HERE’S something to give you a warm 
glow on these bitter, cold mornings. Next 
year we will all get bumper pay rises. 

How do I know? The governor of the 
Bank of England says so. A report by 
Mark Carney says pay rises next year will 
be “clustered around 2.5 to 3.5 per cent”. 

The obvious question is how can he 
possibly know this? 

If the figure had been produced by Kim 
Jong Un, it might have carried a bit of 
weight. After all, he and his cronies are the 
ones who decide how much everybody 
in North Korea gets paid. Although I sus¬ 
pect in North Korea, “clustered around 
2.5 to 3.5 per cent” probably means “500 
per cent for Kim Jong Un and an extra 
bowl of rice for everyone else.” 

Mark Carney, though, has no control 
whatsoever over the pay rises people get. 
About the only influence he has is chair¬ 
ing a committee which meets occasional¬ 
ly to set interest rates. 

His forecast is based on a survey of 
major employers, but I really don’t think 
chatting to a few captains of industry 
represents the 4.6 million people in the 
UK who are self-employed. Or the 60 
per cent who work for small and medi¬ 
um-sized businesses. 

Mr Carney, you might remember, pre¬ 
dicted instant economic meltdown if Brit¬ 
ain voted to leave the EU. Well that was 
17 months ago and we’re still waiting. 
And of course, the pollsters forecast a 
comfortable referendum victory for Re¬ 
main, an easy win for Hillary Clinton, and 
a landslide for the Conservatives in the 
summer. Probably best not to spend that 
pay rise yet, then. 

nnn 

JUST when you think you have heard it 
all, Highways England is now carrying out 
an experiment with traffic lights on the 
motorway, where the M6 meets the M62 
in Cheshire. This is on top of the regular 
40mph speed limits we have all become 
accustomed to along the M6. Why not 
just stick a few speed humps in and be 
done with it? 

□ □□ 

MEANWHILE, 22-year-old university 
graduate Eddie Ledsham has quit as a 
trainee teacher, saying he was left “cry¬ 
ing his eyes out” by the workload. His 
grievances include not getting home un¬ 
til 6.30pm, working through lunch, and 
thinking about work while on the train. 

He also said his colleagues criticised 
him when he did wrong, but didn’t praise 
him when he got things right. 

And they wonder what we mean by 
“generation snowflake”. 


More rockets in explosive week at parliament 



Chris Grayling, surely on the wrong track 
when looking at the future of transport 


Michael Fallon, whose fall from grace 
sparked the media’s use of an archaic saying 


Yorkshire vet Julian Norton, as seen on 
Channel 5, with dog slobbering highlighted 


When fireworks fun 
sparks elderly fears 


A READER in her 80s who suffers from an irreg¬ 
ular heartbeat describes her local bonfire night 
as “every bit as frightening as the bombings 
over my home town in the 1940s . . .screaming 
rockets soaring noisily above my garden and 
then exploding with such force the front win¬ 
dow shook.. . little dogs screaming in terror, my 
heart fast and painful.” 

NOW, you may think comparing Bonfire Night 
with the Blitz is over the top. But I remember 
interviewing an old chap in Birmingham whose 
nightly ritual at this time of year was to build 
his own little air-raid shelter under the kitchen 
table where he cocooned himself and his dog 
against the detonations of other folks’ fun. He, 
too, compared Bonfire night to the war. Simple 
question: in the name of having a good time, 
how much of a thoroughly bad time are we pre¬ 
pared to inflict on others? 

“WE’VE seen nothing in our lifetime that can 
compare with the motoring revolution that’s just 
around the corner.” So says Transport Secretary 
Chris Grayling on the advent of driverless cars. 
And yet there’s one massive transport revolu¬ 
tion happening that no-one in Whitehall seems 
to want to see. It is a train in a tube called Hy¬ 
perloop which its Los Angeles makers claim will 
cruise at 600 mph. Meanwhile Britain is plod¬ 
ding ahead with HS2, an unaffordable £100 bil¬ 
lion exercise in using 20th century technology 
to update a 19th century concept to serve 21 st 
century commuters. 

AFTER taking up cudgels and leaving some- 


THE BEST OF 

one in the lurch, here’s another ancient expres¬ 
sion that’s long overdue for modernising. When 
Michael Knee-Toucher Fallon was sacked as 
defence secretary, the media agreed his was 
the first scalp in Westminster’s sex scandal. 
Scalp? For goodness’ sake, how long is it since 
American Indians gave up scalping people? 

AS Parliament agonises about the latest rash 
of sex scandals, one reader wants to make the 
point that not all victims of sexual assault are 
scarred for life. As an airmen in the RAF at the 
age of 19 and 20, he was regularly stripped and 
groped by about a dozen older women at the 
local laundry. Far from complaining, he recalls it 
was “rather empowering, being an object of lust 
or desire.” No wonder some blokes recall Na¬ 
tional Service so fondly. The key word in all this, 
of course, is consent. By coincidence, another 
male reader writes to say he’s still traumatised 
by the “initiation” he suffered as an apprentice 
at an engineering works in the Black Country, 
courtesy of the women from the machine shop. 
They stripped him and smeared his nether re¬ 
gions with engineering grease. He recalls noth¬ 
ing but “anguish, pain and suffering.” 

THERE’S a modern trend for couples to com¬ 
bine their surnames when marrying, sometimes 


to preserve the bride’s maiden name and some¬ 
times just to look posh. But there are risks. A 
Daily Telegraph reader recalls a couple who, 
despite the urgings of their friends, declined to 
become double-barrelled. Which is perhaps as 
well. She is Carr and he is Parkin. 

THE Yorkshire Vet (C5) introduced us to a par¬ 
ticularly revolting habit - kissing pets. A woman 
repeatedly allowed her dog to lick her on the 
mouth. Do these owners never watch what their 
pets are up to? As they snog their cats and 
dogs in full view of the rest of us, do they ask 
themselves what was the last thing the animal 
was licking? 

IN one of those little annual rituals that bare¬ 
ly gets a mention in the media, bellringers all 
over England have been preparing for this sa¬ 
cred weekend of remembrance by fitting leather 
pads and straps to the clappers of their great 
bronze bells. This creates what is known as the 
“half-muffled” effect. If you ever wondered why 
the bells sound different on Remembrance Sun¬ 
day, that’s why. 

THE timing of the Armistice on November 11, 
1918, was down to fate. Another victory or de¬ 
feat on the Western Front could have brought 
the ceasefire forward to spring or pushed it 
back to mid-winter. As it is, remembrance sits 
very well with mid-November. The chilly clos¬ 
ing-down of the year reflects the sad draw¬ 
ing-down of blinds in bereaved households. It 
wouldn’t be the same if we gathered at the war 
memorial in shorts and T-shirts.. 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

Bus travel: 
I just want 
to be left 
in peace 

AS a regular bus user, my other half just 
loves to hear my tales of the daily journey 
to and from work (!). 

Eveiy day, she awaits my boring con¬ 
versations like . . . “So this bloke sitting 
next to me said . . .” or “You know that 
woman on the bus?” 

Like the time I waited more than an 
hour for the 154, but a 59, 89 and number 
6 turned up and I calculated I could have 
caught all three of those instead. Mind 
you, I always bore her anyway. 

But I digress. There is a serious side to 
this point. Remember Doug Paulley? He 
is the wheelchair user who, more than a 
year ago, opened a can of public trans¬ 
port worms. 

The pensioner won a landmark Su¬ 
preme Court case allowing bus compa¬ 
nies to ask non-disabled passengers to 
vacate in favour of wheelchair users. He 
had begun his fight five years previously 
when he was left at a bus stop as a moth¬ 
er with a buggy refused to budge. 

The ruling sparked a wheelchair versus 
buggies debate. Who warrants space? 
Who is the most needy? 

Often we hear of passengers refusing 
to give up their seat for the elderly, or for 
pregnant women. My own view, is that in 
a day and age when many buses are full 
of mod-cons, like digital stop displays, 
CCTV, wi-fi and charging points, surely 
there is room for wheelchair users and 
buggies alike. 

Many drivers have refused to get in¬ 
volved, saying they have enough to con¬ 
tend with keeping to routes and times 
and ensuring people pay. 

Meanwhile, passengers, are told to 
‘see something, say something’. Very ad¬ 
mirable, and of course if there is a serious 
incident, one would like to think that peo¬ 
ple wouldn’t just sit in silence. 

However, many of us just want to sit in 
peace, read the paper, listen to music and 
not disturb others. So, to that end, I have 
made my own list of what would make my 
bus journey more pleasurable. 

Have money ready before boarding 
the bus and don’t fiddle about looking 
for change when you step on; put the 
paper back in the rack, please; take rub¬ 
bish with you instead of leaving papers 
shoved down the side of seats and bot¬ 
tles and cans rolling around; more impor¬ 
tantly, I may appreciate your music, but 
you don’t have to share it with me. Turn 
it down! 

Oh, and why do some people insist on 
sitting by the aisle seat with their bags 
on the window seat next to them? Just 
budge over, for heavens sake. 

MARK SHIPP 


GRANITE/QUARTZ 
WORKTOPS LTD 


Cutting and polishing service available^ 

Wide range of worktops competitively ipricedr 

Free Quotes 
Bespoke... 

Stylish... 

Modern... 

High Quality. 


Unit I, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall WS5 4AN 

07807 371820/01922 646222 

www.gran ite-worktopsltd .co.uk 
i nfo@gran ite-worktopsltd .co.uk 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge I 




5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 




Registered Charity No. 1057348 
FIND US ON THE FIRST FLOOR AT 
THE CROSSING AT ST. PAUL’S, DARWALL STREET, WALSALL 
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00am - 4.30pm 

ARE YOU A CARER? 

If you look after someone who cannot manage with¬ 
out your help because of age, illness or disability 
If you give someone regular unpaid care 

Then you are a carer and you are not alone! 


HELPLINE 

01922 636663/610810 

www.walsallcarers.org 
Email: contact@walsallcarers.org 




BEWARE 

^"RMT 


OF 

IMITATIONS 

• Weed Free Paving 


• Anti-Slip 

* Written Guarantees 


• Extensive choice of 

• Free Quote and Survey 

Patterns & Colours 

• On-line Gallery 


• See our Display at our Premises 

www.creteprintpaving.co.uk 


creteprintpaving@btconnect.com 
Tel: 01S43 5*71111 or 0200 3212 243 


GOAL! 

THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 


Express & Star 
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Rhodes' contradictory soundbites 

CAN’T poor old Peter Rhodes concen- tide, the E & S published a letter from The teacher, social worker or artist 
trate from one soundbite to the next? Roy Stallard - a distinguished figure was just as likely to vote that way as 
In one paragraph, graduates are in nursing in Wolverhampton (and the graduate director of a FTSE 100 
products of a “lefty-liberal education incidentally one of my predecessors as company. In fact there was some indi¬ 
system” who dwell in an “ivory tower” churchwarden in the church he and I cation that unhappiness with the result 
rather than the “real world”. In the attend) - questioning whether a degree was higher among those graduates who 
next, we are “thick as a brick” because is the appropriate way to train nurses, perceived themselves as engaged in al- 
expansion of higher education means What is certain, however, is that grad- truistic professions (for lower financial 
any idiot can get a degree. uates do not now - if they ever have rewards), and who were disappointed 

Over many years, there has been an - live in an “ivory tower”. that those they were trying to help had 

expansion in the sorts of work where a With regard to the specific issue of voted to leave. Maybe that’s a subject 
degree is required, such as many fields the correlation of level of education for more research in one of Rhodes’ de- 
of engineering. An argument may be and voting in the recent EU referen- spised “ivory towers”, 
had about whether this is always ben- dum, polling organisations found that ALAN T HARRISON 
eficial: only the day before Rhodes’ ar- graduates were likely to vote to remain. Walsall 


Remoaners rear 
their heads again 

HERE we go again remoaners, who refuse to accept the 
majority of people in this country voted to leave the EU. 

Of course, we the leavers are all idiots, lower class, de¬ 
mented people who do not have a mind of their own. 

The only redress they have is to call us names - pathetic. 

We, in case you have forgotten, or choose to forget, were 
all told that difficult times would be ahead before the vote, 
so do not cast is in the same mindset as remoaners who 
were told we would fall into a black hole, third world war 
etc. 

The golden age did exist C K Millward, it exists in the 
minds of people like me who experienced great communi¬ 
ties, all working together. 

We did not have much materially, but we were happy and 
had a future to look forward to. 

Not so today, remoaners, there is no longer any hope for 
the youth of this country, most will never own their own 
homes, enjoy a happy working environment with a good 
salary, pension etc. 

Is this what the remoaners call progress? I think not. 

I consider myself extremely lucky that I was born in an 
age before joining the EU where all the above was possible. 
Remoaners talk about us being lied to, we were lied to when 
we joined and the lies have continued over the last 40 or 
so years. 

I would like the advantages I had to be passed down to 
the youth of today - this will never happen while we are in 
the EU and being ruled by Germany. 

If C K Millward and Alan Harrison are quite content for 
us sending £267 million a week to the EU, I and millions of 
others are most definitely NOT. 

MRS CA HARRIS 
Willenhall 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Walsall Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Relive camaraderie 
of former shipmates 

MANY of your readers would have served in the Roy¬ 
al Navy and having left, possibly quite some time back, 
are now missing the camaraderie they had with their old 
shipmates. To relive that camaraderie and possibly meet 
up with their old shipmates, they should get the month¬ 
ly mailing list of ‘Royal Navy Reunions’ giving the dates, 
which H M Ship’s Association, where it is being held and 
who to contact. Have a look at www.rnshipmates.co.uk and 
check out the ‘Reunions’ section, there are currently well 
over 30! Reunions listings is available by emailing royalna- 
vyreunions@gmail.com. Of course the wives and partners 
are not forgotten; they meet up at the reunions and have 
a good time too! 

MIKE CROWE 
RN Shipmates 



We beat any like fori 
like quote guaranteed 


PLEASE COME AND VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
AND VIEW OUR WIDE RANGE OF DOORS 


Insulated compact 
electric roller door in white 
2300mm wide x 2300mm 
high overall sizes 
Painted Colour Curtain £45.00 
Supply Only 


Steel Side Hinged 
Door with windows 

FREE painted colour 

Supply only 


Supplied and fitted 

rrvnr^irrYT\ 


Supplied and fitted 


40mm insulated 
sectional door free 
painted colour choice 
free motor 
Supply only 


Steel Frame 


Supplied and fitted 


■1^^^ I Windows at an • If colour choice 

1 additional cost • required £160 

"All doors are priced from and based on door sizes T wide x T or 6’ 6” high. All prices include VAT 


Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 

email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 

Cannock: Walsall: 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, 
OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11 OBW 




www.suddz.co.uk 


Call now for a , no obligation quote: 01543 379670 


Professional 


Essington Mobility 

Local service you can rely on 


www.essingtonmobility.co.uk 


LOW PRICES & EXPERT SERVICE" 


STAIRLIFTS 
RENT FOR £1 O/wk* 


New Stairlifts 




uddz 


athrooms 


itchens 


Units 2/3, Smarts Business Park, Chase Road, Brownhills,WS8 6JN 

Opening Hours - Mon, Weds, Thurs and Fri 9am-5pm, Tues I0am-3pm, Sat I Oam - 4pm 


*1erms & 
Conditions Apply 


Rapid fitting 
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To view out testimonials visit the website 


Opening Times: Mon - Sat 10.00am - 4.30pm Closed Sundays 


51a Anchor Road Aldridge 


TO BROWNHILLS 

WS9 8PT 

01922 458017 


nKi’mcK 

/ / /S' ALDRIDGE / /A\ 

if TOWN // “*“V\ 

WESTFIELD RD [ _V 


v W J 



walking sticks 



grab rails 



accessories 



When only a 

perfect fit will do. 


Let our team of experts find 
exactly the right product for 
you. Book your free home 
assessment today. 


Unbeatable offers on 

straight & curved stair lifts 

prices starting from £1349 
with a 2 year warranty included 


Kingsley lift recliner chair 
prices starting from £399 


Electric adjustable beds 
prices starting from £399 



Save up to * 
on a range of rise 
and recline chairs. 

See in- store for details. 

Terms and conditions apply, while stocks last. 


Electric Mobility UL480 Invacare Leo 4 - 4mph Kymco Agility-8mph 
clothing £549exvat £1,249 exvat £2,666 exvat 







10 Woodland Centre, 

Willenhall, WV12 5ND 01922 400344 

The Unlimited Company is a trading name of Totally Active Limited, Hambleden House, Waterloo Court, Andover, SP10 1LQ 
Totally Active Limited Reg No. 4932453 VAT Reg No. 824 1110 80. 


Hate crimes 
increase by 

nearly 30pc 

in region 


HATE crime in the West Midlands rose by 
nearly 30 per cent during the last financial 
year, police chiefs have revealed. 

Around 4,000 attacks were reported during 
2016/17. West Midlands Police Assistant Chief Con¬ 
stable Alex Murray said the force witnessed more 
hate crimes in the wake of terror attacks and during 


summer months. 

The increase was equiva¬ 
lent to a rise of 29 per cent 
compared to 12 months ear¬ 
lier. He said only around one 
in five of incidents reported 
led to a conviction but added 
the force had a 90 per cent 
conviction rate when it had 
enough evidence to bring 
charges. 

A hate crime is defined as 
any criminal offence moti¬ 
vated by hostility or preju¬ 
dice because of the victim’s 
religion, race, nationality, 
sexual orientation, disabil¬ 
ity, or gender. 

And Asst Ch Con Murray 
said it was likely the data 
only scratched the surface 
of what was really happen¬ 
ing in the West Midlands. 

He said: “Hate crime is 
highly under-reported - 90 
per cent of disability hate 


By Richard Guttrid ge 

crime is never reported 
which gives us significant 
cause for concern.” 

He added: “After each ter¬ 
ror incident we see a spike 
in hate crime and then it 
goes back down again.” 

Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner David Jamieson 
said: “We are all extremely 
proud that the West Mid¬ 
lands is a diverse region. 

“Hate crime is not accept¬ 
able and tackling the crime 
is a priority of mine.” 

Recent figures revealed 
Sandwell saw the number 
of reported incidents surge 
by 42 per cent over the past 
three years, while it is also 
up by 29 per cent in Walsall, 
24 per cent in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, and 22 per cent in Dud¬ 
ley. 


Honorary degree for 
Homeserve boss 



Homeserve brand director, John Greaves receiving 
his honorary degree - credit University of Chester 


THE brand director of Walsall-based HomeServe has been 
given an honorary degree for his contribution to business, 
education and charity. John Greaves was given the acco¬ 
lade by the University of Chester alongside leading nucle¬ 
ar engineer Dame Sue Ion and actor David Suchet CBE, 
famed for his TV role as Hercule Poirot. 

The event was held at Chester’s 16th century cathedral. 

John said: “I am truly humbled and exceptionally proud 
to be the recipient of an Honorary Degree from the Univer¬ 
sity of Chester. I worked in Cheshire for 16-plus years, and 
since 2012 I have worked proudly in the West Midlands, 
and have been so lucky to have jobs that have allowed me 
to get involved in some incredible projects that did, I hope, 
good things for the community, helped people along the 
way and have had a lasting impact.” 

John joined HomeServe UK in 2012 as director of public 
relations and became brand director in 2013.” 


H rif Specialists in Bespoke Oak, Pine, 

Dllld I 1 13 Painted and Reclaimed Furniture 
A huge choice of quality Furniture in our 
fantastic two storey showroom 




i ,. 


Kensington Chunky Oak Range 


Zenn 100% Solid Oak Collection 


Shop online: www.britanniapine.co.uk Visit our ESSHs hoo: handcraftedfurnitureuk 
Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS11 9XG 
Tel: 01543 379888 Email: britanniap@aol.com 

Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 

www.britanniapine.co.uk 















































9 



See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

V. mm*.*- www.gMdeandslide.co.uk 

LIDEOUDE Te ,. 01 i 4 3 679202 

QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 


House swap proves an 
eye-opener for families 


TWO Black Country families 
swapped their homes for a 
week as part of a television 
social experiment. 

And the experience on Channel 
5 show Rich House Poor House 
proved eye-opening for both the 
Lee and Alsoud households. 

Single mother Claire Lee, from Wil¬ 
lenhall, and her four children moved 
into the Alsouds’ £650,000 home in 
Tettenhall. 

The Alsouds made the opposite trip 
for a week, swapping their five-bed- 
room, four-bathroom detached home 
for the Lees’ £110,000 three-bedroom, 
one-bathroom semi in Willenhall. 

Cardiologist Mahrous Alsoud, 54, 
and his paediatrician wife Rana, 49, 
left Syria for the UK in 2000 to find 
a better life for their four children. As 
well as swapping houses, the families 
also switched budgets for a week. 

Splurged 

This meant the Lees were given 
the Alsouds’ £3,000-a-week budget 
to spend - a whopping 17 times more 
than the £170 they typically live on. 

On her first day living in the Al¬ 
souds’ spacious home, Claire visited 
Essington Farm shop and splurged 
£53 on a steak - nearly a third of what 
she would normally spend in one week. 

Meanwhile the Alsouds had to get 
used to sharing one bathroom between 
six people. Claire, 43, bought two take¬ 
aways on the first night, £140 worth of 
toys, and a £500 watch for her eldest 
son just to use up the cash. 

She struggled to spend the huge 
weekly budget, although relished the 
opportunity to splash out on Jordan, 
23, Nathan 17, Rose, 10 and Kiye, 9. 

However, the extent of the financial 
disparity hit home with Claire as the 
show progressed. 


Single mum Claire with children, Kiye, nine, Jordan 23, Rose, 10 and Nathan 17 


The Alsouds, outside the Willenhall house which was their home for a week 


The school finance clerk became 
emotional at the thought of what she 
wasn’t been able to provide on her sal¬ 
ary - crying when she saw two of her 
children given a piano lesson she sim¬ 
ply could not afford. 

“This is something that I would like 
to give them, but I can’t,” Claire said. 

Claire was impressed by her coun¬ 
terpart Rana’s bid to work full-time 
while still being a hands-on mother of 
four. 


But she said she found their lives far 
removed. 

Claire said: “I cannot comprehend 
that a job pays that much money that 
at the end you still have that much left 
over at the end. 

“I’m not saying that the Alsouds ha¬ 
ven’t worked incredibly hard to get to 
that position they are in, but to help 
your children however you want and 
be able to do it...it must be lovely to 
give them the best start in life.” 
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BUY HOW PAY 2019 

INTEREST FREE 


(TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY) 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERV ATORIES 

...BUILT TO LAST deceuninck 


FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


25 years experience in supplying and installing 
quality uPVC window and door products 

Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk 

(Authorised and regulated by Unit i, Fryers Close, Factory opening hours 

Walsall. WS3 2XQ 8 - 5pm Mon to Fri 


the financial Conduct Authority) 


Select Windows 

WINTER OFFER 


Anti-Drill Anti-Pick & Anti-Bump Strength 


LOCKED 


LOCKED 




Tested to the highest standards and offering the ultimate 
defence against snapping, picking, bumping and 
drilling, the ERA Fortress is the only 3* euro cylinder 
recommended by the Neighbourhood Watch. 

* % > q? $ 


The only 

security guarantee 
recognised by the 
Neighbourhood Watch 


—TV 


Head Office Select House, Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AQ 
Open: Mon-Fri: 9.00am - 5.00pm, Sat 10.00am - 4.00pm, Sun by appointment only 

Terms and Conditions apply 


• Made to order, with a large choice of 
colours and finishes 

• Delivery direct to home or site 


Composite GRP Doors from £410.00 + VAT 


www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 
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Sofa 

FACTORY OUTLET 

T35T 




%£t 


FINAL WEEK 

to Guarantee your made to 


Protest over youth services plan 



Protest outside of Walsall Council House against plans to tender out children and young people’s services 


PROTESTERS gathered outside Walsall Council House to vices would have been better for the borough. Campaigner 
rail against planned changes to youth services in the bor- Martin Lynch said: “We have been contacted by a number 
ough. Members of Walsall Against Cuts group are against of parents about this and there is clearly some concern 
the proposed outsourcing of services to Change, Grow, about the changes. 

Live, a national organisation. “We are pleased that the plans have been called in for 

Labour councillors raised concerns over the plans, claim- further scrutiny but we had to show the council how strong 
ing that a bid from Palfrey Sure Start to take over the ser- the public feeling is on top of that.” 


Measure Sofa for Christmas 



Thomas Street 

Wolverhampton 

West Midlands WV2 4JS 


> 20 Years of Quality 

Manufacturing c=^ 


Buy British for 

Superior Quality 



Open 

10.30 - 5.30pm Mon - Sat 
Sun and Bank Hoi 11 - 4pm 


01902 425 225 


Schizophrenic started fire 


A MAN who started a fire in 
his flat and told fellow resi¬ 
dents he ‘didn’t care’ if it led 
to the death of others in the 
building has been jailed. 

Matthew Evans, aged 40, was 
living at Jervis House in Burnt- 
wood when he lit a fire in his sec¬ 
ond floor room on April 28. 

Other tenants at the three-storey 


site smelled the fire and went to see 
what was happening when they found 
Evans, who is diagnosed as schizo¬ 
phrenic, muttering to himself and 
looking ‘possessed’. 

Stafford Crown Court, where Evans 
had pleaded guilty to one charge of 
arson, heard that he had told another 
person at Jervis House that he had 
planned to start a fire in his flat be¬ 
cause he wanted to be moved. 

The court heard that one witness to 


the fire had a conversation with Evans 
two weeks prior during which he had 
stated his plans and said that he didn’t 
care that it could kill someone. The 
court heard that Evans had developed 
psychological problems after his mar¬ 
riage break-up and was diagnosed as 
schizophrenic. 

He had visited hospital one week 
before the fire. Judge John Wait gave 
Evans a 20-month prison sentence and 
said: “Mercifully no-one was hurt.” 


WALSALL FIREPLACES 

ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS. 

Largest Choice at the Lowest Prices “FREE no Obligation Surveys” “FREE Delivery” 

“Expert: Fitting Service Available” 





Walsall 
^ Fireplaces 

TD A niTinKl A I CCTTI 


TRADITIONAL SETTINGS 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday Open 10.00am-4.00pm 
Thursday Open 10.00am-1.00pm. 
Sunday Closed 














































Students mark their 
success at town hall 



College graduates at Walsall Town Hall with town crier Cyril Richardson 



The graduates gather inside Walsall Town Hall as part of the proceedings 


HIGHER educations students 
paraded through Walsall 
Town Hall in their caps and 
gowns to celebrate a suc¬ 
cessful year. 

Walsall College students 

stopped traffic during their grad¬ 
uation parade as Town Crier Cyril 
Richardson led the procession. 

Shoppers watched as the parade 
made its way down Park Street and 
Bridge Street, before arriving at the 
town hall. 

The students received certificates 
for success on courses such as Higher 
National Diplomas (HNDs), Higher 
National Certificates (HNCs) and 
Foundation Degrees. 

Over 50 guests attended the annual 
ceremony, including students, lectur¬ 
ers, family and friends. 

Jatinder Sharma, Walsall College’s 
Principal and Chief Executive, said: 
“The 2017 Higher Education gradu¬ 
ation ceremony was a celebration of 
what our higher education students 
have achieved. 

Enterprising 

“They are role models within their 
communities, as they have done them¬ 
selves and their families proud to 
become skilled, professional and en¬ 
terprising. Our students have achieved 
what they set out to accomplish and 
should be extremely proud of their 
achievements. 

“Our overriding ambition is to give 
students the best possible platform 
from which to develop successful ca¬ 
reers. Looking ahead, we aim to con¬ 
tinue our university partnerships, 
ensuring that our HE students develop 
the knowledge they need to enter the 
industry they wish to enter.” 

Taylor Bird, who graduated with 


a BA Degree Level 6 in photography, 
won the overall Student of the Year 
award, as well as the accolade for the 
Creative Industries Student of the 
Year. 

Bullied at school because of her 
learning and physical disabilities, Tay¬ 
lor found school difficult and gained 
very few GCSEs. 

Despite this, she joined Walsall Col¬ 


lege’s Achieving Together programme 
and worked hard to complete entry 
level English and maths as well as 
Level 2 and 3 Art and Design. 

This led her to progress onto a pho¬ 
tography degree; becoming the second 
person in her family to go to univer¬ 
sity. Taylor has set up her own pho¬ 
tography business and plans to expand 
in the future. 



■ " -V 

All aspects of arranging a 
Funeral for your loved one 



At your service 24 Hours a day 
7 Days a Week 
Funerals from £995 

Our Values are simple: We believe in being open and transparent. 

We believe the most important people in our Funeral Home are your loved ones. 

TT TT . . _ Caring for you and your loved 

Home Visits & Arrangements 

ones through the generations 

• Private Chapel of Rest 

• 24 Hour Professional Support 

• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available 

• Chauffeur Service to our 
Funeral Home 

• Repatriation Service 



Jennifer Ashe & Son 

■■ ■ b unrral ttirrctort ■ 


78 High Street, Brownhills, WS8 6EW 

01922 438503 

wwwjafunerals.co.uk 



For more stores please visit: 


V CASH PAID WSTAMTLY/ 

£ We pay instant £’s for your unwanted, clean and wearable 
clothing, paired footwear, handbags and accessories! 

O 

o 

£ - 


AREA 3i]M3M SliMEra 


AREA 4: 

AREA 5: 

* WE PAY 35P PER KG FOR COLI 


BROWNHILLS 

1 Silver Court, WS8 6HA 


ALDRIDGE 

198B Walsall Road, WS9 OJT 
(opposite White House Pub) 


WILLENHALL 

306 Stroud Avenue, WV12 4HA 


CANNOCK 

Hollies Park Road, WS11 1DB 
(next to Wickes) 


RUGELEY 

45 Albion Street, WS15 2BY 
(opposite Morrisons) 


STAFFORD 

Unit 3 Verulum Court, ST16 3DT 
(next to the tip) 


Christmas Opening: All stores will close 
Saturday 16th December, and re-open at 9am Tuesday 2nd January 


More stores in: Bilsfo|' Forsbrook, Coventry, 
Telford, Wakefield, Chesterfield, Kidderminst 
Oldbury & Sutton Coldfield 

For your nearest store visit cash4clo 
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LOOKING FOR A 
SIXTH FORM 


Your Journey 
Starts Here 

To find out about the wide 
range of opportunities we 
can offer come along to ' 
our Open Evening on; 


Preparing you 
for University, 
Apprenticeships 
or full time 
employment 


Small 


Over 20 
Subjects 


Class 

Sizes 


Thursday 23rd November 
5.00pm - 6.30pm 

For more information see our 
website or contact our 
Director of Sixth Form: 

Miss M McCarthy 

MMcCarthy@bloxwichacademy.co.uk 


Compulsory 

Work 

Experience 


A Level & 
BTEC 
Courses 


Bloxwich Academy 


www. b I ox wi ch a ca d e m y. co. u k 


Academy 'most improved 
secondary in the country' 



The sixth form in particular has witnessed an increase in numbers 


Commercial feature 

Bloxwich Academy has undergone 
a huge transformation over the 
last three years which has seen an 
increase in achievement and resulted 
in the school being judged as the 
most improved secondary school in 
the whole country in 2017. 

The sixth form in particular has 
witnessed an increase in numbers 
as their reputation for high quality 
provision spreads. 

In this relatively short amount of 
time; courses have been overhauled, 
a dedicated sixth form block has been 
established with a strong team of staff 
now in place to ensure every student 
maximises their potential. 

Results 

Results are improving year-on-year 
and students raised the bar last year 
with another record-breaking set of 
results. 

Staff are looking to build on this again 
and projections show they are on track 
to do even better this year. 

A spokesman said: “A major focus 
of the work we do with our young 
people is based on securing a positive 
destination as a result of their studies 
with us. 

“We are fully aware of the skills 
and attributes students now need 
to be successful in further study or 
employment. 

“In a highly competitive world, 
academic achievement alone is not 
enough. 

“This is why we have developed 
an extensive programme of extra¬ 


curricular opportunities to allow 
students to develop these qualities 
alongside their studies. 

“This includes access to a dedicated 
careers advisor, a team of specialist 
sixth form staff, compulsory work 
experience placements and visits from 
a plethora of external experts in their 
field. 

“What is the impact of all this? 

Last year every one of our Year 13 


students left us to start a degree, an 
apprenticeship or a full-time position 
within a company. 

“If you are interested in seeing what 
we can offer you or your child please 
come along to our sixth form open 
evening on Thursday, November 23.” 

You can find more details of this and 
the offer on the school website at www. 
bloxwichacademy.co.uk 



Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich & Wolverhampton 



#ABTA 



FLOWER SHOW 
AND OXFORD 



Departing Friday 25 May 2018 


Quote Code: YDK480 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star outer London/ 
Reading area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show, 
with coach transfer 

✓ Free time in Oxford 


CHATSWORTH 


FLOWER SHOW 
AND HARROGATE 



Departing Saturday 9 June 2018 


Quote Code: HTH108 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire or East 
Midlands hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 

✓ Free time in Harrogate 


2 days, by coach 

only £199-pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


2 days, by coach 

£l60 pp 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


Organised by Omega Holidays Ltd, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



Classic 



2 & 3 SEATER SOFAS FROM £395! 





INTERNET PRICES ON THE HIGH STREET. DON'T MISS OUT!!! 



fireside 


Marble, Wood, Limestone 
Surrounds. Gas & Electric Fires 




FIRES & FIREPLACES 
FITTED FROM 

£599! 



■ 


BEDS & MATTRESSES 

Single Divan & Mattress 

from only 

£79 


UNBEATABLE OFFER 

EXTENDED TO 30th NOVEMBER! 

FREE FIRE & FREE FITTING.. 

ONLY PAY FOR FIREPLACE SURROUND!!! 


FURNITURE 

Big range of bedroom 
and dining/lounge 
furniture (Bedroom 
available in any 
colour and any size) 


rai 


i 


We will beat any like for like quote guaranteed! 


First Floor, 71 Park Road, Bloxwich WS3 3SW Tel: 01922 473880 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Friday 9am-4.30pm 
Saturday 9am-4pm Sunday Closed 


SAVE £££'s!H 


























































Dashing through the park...in Santa suit 



This will be the 10th annual Acorns Santa Run this year 

A call has been made for would-be Santas to put their 
name forward for an annual popular Santa dash. 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the popular 
charity run, which will be held at Walsall Arboretum in aid 
of Acorns Children’s Hospice, on December 3. 

Entrants are given a free fancy dress Santa suit and can 
take part in a 5km Santa Run or a 2km Santa Stroll - and 
registration is now open. 

Phillippa Weatherhead, senior events officer at Acorns, 


and will be held at Walsall Arboretum on December 3 

said: “It wouldn’t be Christmas without the Acorns Santa 
Run and we’re so excited that it’s nearly that time again.” 

This year the event includes a ‘Super Santa’ scheme 
which means any participants who raise £100 or more in 
fundraising for the run can claim their registration fee 
back. 

Entry is £20 for adults who wish to take part, £10 for un¬ 
der-16s, £5 for three-to-five-year olds and includes a Santa 
suit and a medal. 


Castings’ mixed fortunes 


CASTINGS, the Brownhills 
foundry and engineering 
group, has seen sales rise 
but profits fall after suffering 
production problems. 

It has also been hit by the rising 
price of steel scrap and other raw 
materials, which have had to be 
passed on to customers. 

In the first half of the company’s 
year, to the end of September, sales 


were £61.7 million, up £3.8m on the 
same period a year ago. But profits 
were down to £5.91m from £7.08m a 
year ago. 

Based on Lichfield Road, Castings 
employs around 400 people in Brown- 
hills, which is also the site of its CNC 
Speedwell machining business, and at 
its William Lee foundry in Yorkshire. 

The company said customer de¬ 
mand at its foundry businesses re¬ 
mained steady and it benefited from 
high prices as it shifts towards more 


machined parts. It also spent £3.3m on 
automation in the business. 

The foundry arm also increased 
its profits by 10.5 per cent to £6.9m 
as productivity improved across both 
sites, despite disruption in supply from 
the machining business. 

CNC Speedwell racked up a £lm 
loss, compared to an £800,000 profit 
in the same six months a year ago, as 
external revenue fell 10.9 per cent to 
£3.3 million. 
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We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


ALDRIDGE HIGH STREET 


Retirement 

apartments 

coming soon 


Britain’s award-winning retirement living specialists are coming to Aldridge, so 
you could soon be enjoying a stylish, safe, secure and convenient new lifestyle. 
Our developments are always positioned near the town centre, so everyday 
shopping and visits to the library, the bank or the doctor’s are all close to home. 
With your own safe, self-contained apartment, the garden to enjoy, and friends 
to socialise with whenever you feel like it, a full and independent retirement 
really is right on your doorstep! 

Make the first move towards Churchill Retirement Living 
today - you’ll be surprised how easy it can be. 



ADDED PEACE OF MIND 


• Lodge Manager 

• Owners’ Lounge 

• Guest Suite for 
friends and family 

• Landscaped gardens 


* 24-hour support 

* Secure video 
entry system 

* Free parking 

* Lift to all floors 



Call TODAY to register your interest 

0800 458 1852 

Visit churchillretirement.co.uk 


i 


► WhatHouse? 
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Housebuilder of the Year 


\R HOMEBUILDER 
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The Excellence Academy was launched to ensure the most-able Year 7 students are pushed Inspectors found that ‘staff feel very positively about the school’s future and morale is good’ 


Commercial feature 

Headteacher Lee Taylor and the team of 
leaders, teachers, governors, pupils, support 
staff and families are celebrating the results 
of Great Wyrley High School’s first Ofsted 
monitoring visit. 

The report stated: “The arrival of the current 
headteacher in January 2017 has seen a rapid 
improvement in the school. 

“The rate of improvement has accelerated 
further at the start of this academic year as 
new leaders have taken up post and they have 
implemented new policies and systems. 

“Clear improvement is now evident 
in behaviour, teaching, the curriculum, 
governance, pastoral care and links with 
primary schools. 

“Staff who spoke to inspectors all said that the 
school is improving because of the leadership 
of the headteacher and his senior team. 

Detailed 

“They feel very positively about the school’s 
future and morale is good. 

“It is to leaders’ and governors’ credit that 
the continued uncertainty around academy 
conversion is not slowing the pace of 
improvement in the school. 

“Leaders and governors know the school well. 
Their self-evaluation is detailed and honest. 

“They understand the many areas that 
need to improve. Their plans to bring about 
improvement are clear and well-focused on the 
school’s top priorities. 

“Governors now know the school well, 
including its key priorities for improvement. 

They are very committed to the school and are 
effectively holding leaders to account for its 
performance. 

“The school’s safeguarding arrangements are 
effective. Its leadership is meticulous. 

“Subject and pastoral middle leaders form 
a positive and committed team. They are 
optimistic about the school’s future and they 


welcome the support that they now receive 
from senior leaders. 

“Leaders have rightly made improving 
teaching one of the school’s top priorities. 

They have introduced clear expectations of 
teachers’ planning, assessment and behaviour 
management. Training has been well focused 
on ensuring that staff understand these 
expectations. Senior leaders’ monitoring of 
teaching has focused on checking that staff are 
putting them into practice.” 

Leadership of the school’s sixth form was 
identified as weak at the previous inspection. 
The inspection found this had improved 


considerably since then. The report states: 
“Leaders have improved the sixth form 
environment and have introduced ‘work plans’ 
to support students who are falling behind with 
their studies.” 

Students told inspectors that they enjoy being 
in the sixth form and are glad they chose to stay 
at the school. 

All who applied to university secured a place 
at their first choice. 

Since January 2017, leaders have sourced 
external support from the City Learning Trust in 
improving teaching, curriculum planning and 
leadership of mathematics. This support has 


“proved effective and has contributed well to 
the school’s improvement over that time”. 

A school spokesman said: “We are under 
no illusions regarding the work we have to 
do to make Great Wyrley High School an 
‘outstanding’ academy next year but Ofsted 
have recognised the hard and intelligent work 
that has already been done to turn the school 
around. 

“The young people who joined us for our 
team photograph are part of Great Wyrley’s 
newest initiative, The Excellence Academy, 
which was launched to ensure the most-able 
Year 7 students are pushed to make ever better 


progress through an alternative curriculum 
focusing on advanced skills and leadership 
qualities. 

“This year Great Wyrley High School is 
introducing The Big 6. Year 6 pupils that have 
selected to join our school will be invited to start 
term early. The last week in June our new Year 
7 pupils will start their Great Wyrley timetable 
on Tuesday through to Thursday for the last 
four weeks of term to help them get used to 
our co-operative learning, accelerated learning 
cycle and personalised feedback systems. 

“We are putting the ‘Great’ back into Great 
Wyrley High School.” 


Relentlessly Pursuing Excellence 



The Pupil Leadership Team provides a student voice for ideas that could improve the school. Ideas are 
pitched to Mr Taylor, headteacher and Mrs Cornwall, Children’s Champion every Thursday morning, 
prior to Form. 

These are our newly formed Pupil Leadership Team, Year 11 Mitch Chambers, Year 10 Joseph Warner, 
Year 9 Ellie Procter, Year 8 Cara Edwards and Year 7 Jake Edwards. “We would like to thank our peers 
for participating in the recent election and are already working on the prospect of an outdoor learning 
area to be used in the latter part of the academic year”. 


Great Wyrley High School 
caring for our community 


• We are supporting Children in Need, Friday 17th November. 
Non-uniform day, £1 donation, proceeds go to Children 

in Need. 

• We are supporting Save the Children Christmas Jumper 
day appeal, Friday 15th December, £1 donation. To further 
support our fundraising efforts for Save the Children, we 
will be selling raffle tickets from Friday 1st December. 

Raffle tickets will cost 50p each. The raffle prize is a 
Christmas hamper. All proceeds go to Save the Children. 

• We are supporting Water Aid, Year 8 have recently held a 
mini cake sale, proceeds go to Water Aid. 


• We are supporting Macmillan, on the 29th September we 
held a cake sale and coffee morning to raise money for 
Macmillan Cancer Support. Over 800 cakes were donated 
by parents, pupils, staff and local businesses. We were 
delighted with our grand total of £735.15 and we will 
make this an annual event. Thank you to everyone who 
helped this very worthy cause. 

• We are planting 30 trees today, donated by Woodland 
Trust. 

• We are hosting our very own ‘Wyrley in the Park’ festival 
on Saturday 14 July 2018. 





























Flu advice from health boss 


A HEALTH boss has given his tip to distin¬ 
guish whether you have a cold or flu this 
winter. In a bid to ensure people across 
Walsall don’t book in an appointment to 
see their GP when a trip the the pharmacy 
would do, Dr Anand Rischie, chair of NHS 
Walsall Clinical Commissioning Group, has 
given advice to residents. 

He said: “A lot of people think they’ve got 
flu when actually they have a heavy cold. 
If the majority of symptoms are above the 
neck - for instance, a runny nose, cough, 


watery eyes, sore throat, congestion, and 
sneezing, then it is highly likely that you 
have a cold. Flu tends to affect your lungs 
to a greater extent. Colds usually run their 
course in a few days, whereas it can take 
weeks to recover from flu. 

“A fun, if non-scientific, way to help fig¬ 
ure out whether you might have flu or not 
is to ask yourself if you could get up out of 
bed and walk across the room to pick up a 
£50 note. Chances are if you have flu you’d 
be too unwell to even think about it.” 


Greenbelt fears 
fail to prevent 
homes backing 


CONTROVERSIAL proposals to build dozens of homes on greenbelt 
land are set to be approved despite fears from more than 1,000 res¬ 
idents that it will merge two villages together. 

The plans to develop 90 homes at Upper Landywood Lane in Cheslyn Hay will 
also mean a multi-million pound restoration of Teddesley Hall, in Penkridge, 
applicant Ken Lees has vowed. Residents have fought a seemingly endless bat¬ 
tle against housing schemes on the plot raising concerns about potential traffic 
chaos, as well as the fact it will close the gap between the village and neighbour- 

-ing Great Wyrley. 

But officers on South 
Staffordshire Council have 
recommended the latest 
KGL Holdings scheme be 
given the green light. 

They have prepared a 91- 
page document which con¬ 
cedes the scheme will harm 
the green belt closing the 
gap between the two com¬ 
munities. 

But despite stating that 
element alone provided 
‘substantial weight’ to re¬ 
ject the proposal, officers 
said it was outweighed by 
the purported benefits of 
it which met ‘very special 
circumstances’. The first of 
those was the restoration of 
two wings of the Grade IP 
listed Teddesley Hall which 
was seriously damaged by 
dynamite in 1952. 

Shortfall 


Isabella’s fund for 
treatment tops £20k 




Isabella Lyttle - who has high risk neuroblastoma 

A CAMPAIGN to fund lifesaving treatment in America for 
a 10-year-old girl battling cancer has topped £20,000 - but 
it will need to reach 10 times that amount to become a 
reality. 

Isabella Lyttle, from Walsall, has been battling her high 
risk neuroblastoma since the age of three suffering her 
third relapse this year. 

Her family now want to fly her America for a clinical trial 
unavailable in the UK. 

But they estimate they will need £200,000 to make it 
happen. 

Donations have increased in recent weeks from £18,000 
to £22,000 including an anonymous £500 contribution. 

The next fundraiser is an Irish Night at Scared Heart 
Club on Grange Road in Birmingham, tomorrow, Friday at 
8pm. Tickets cost £5. Call 07828 239804 to purchase. 

Search for ‘Isabella Lyttle’s Journey’ at justgiving.com 
to donate. 


The other arguments in 
the development’s favour 
are the fact the council has 
not shown it has enough 
land to meet housing needs 
in the next five years, while 
it will also help meet a huge 
housing shortfall in Great 
Birmingham. 

A petition signed by 1,349 
residents in opposition to 
the development has been 
submitted to the council. 

A list of their concerns 
included the fact the local 
roads are already congested, 
a lack of parking at Landy¬ 
wood railway station as well 
as the added pressure on 
schools and health services. 

The report acknowledges 
their fears but states they 
are not enough to refuse the 
application. There is still 
hope for villagers in that 
the decision will ultimately 
be made by councillors on 
the planning committee at a 
meeting on Tuesday. 


Choice of walks available for 


weekend country wanderers 


THE Walsall Group of the Ramblers are 
taking a walk in the park on Saturday. 

The latest in its programme of short 
walks will see them completing four miles 
around Sutton Park, after meeting first at 
Oak Park C. P. (Lichfield Road) at 9.30am. 

More information can be obtained from 
the walk leader on 01922 457675 
This walk is part of a programme of short 
Saturday walks that run fortnightly and are 
aimed at those who are either new to walk¬ 
ing or haven’t walked for a while. 
Meanwhile, the more adventurous will be 


able to take part in an eight-mile circular 
walk around Wall, near Lichfield on Sun¬ 
day. 

‘Lectocetum and Beyond’ is a moderate 
walk on good tracks with wide views of the 
Staffordshire countryside. 

Non-members are always welcome and 
can obtain more information from the walk 
leader on 07582 091 0920 

More information about the Walsall 
Group is available on the ramblers website 
www.walsallramblers.org.uk also find us on 
Facebook 
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CARPET AND BED WAREHOUSE 


WALSALL V 


bedroo m FUR Ni 


BOOK A MEASUREMENT 


• FREE Estimates • FAST Fitting Service • FREE 
Parking on site at our stores • Additional savings on 
housefulls • We beat any like for like quote 


LICHFIELD 


WS99AH 

Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 
9am-5pm Saturday and 10am-4pm Sunday 


Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 
9am - 5pm Saturday 


Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 
9am-5pm Saturday 


Tel: 01889 
579074 


Tel: 01543 
410956 
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Raising students' aspirations 


Walsall Academy is a heavily over¬ 
subscribed and high achieving 
school, which is committed to raising 
the aspirations of its students. 

A spokesman said: “We are 
extremely proud of our 100% pass 
rate and average grades for our Year 
13 students, placing us favourably 
amongst the top performing schools in 
the local area.” 

Whilst 75% of students continue to 
Higher Education, many of whom are 
from less-advantaged backgrounds, 
the academy makes it their duty to 
equip students with the knowledge 
and understanding of the vast variety 
of post-18 options available to them. 


Commercial feature 

In the last five years, the academy has 
engaged with over 700 local business 
and industry leaders and have been 
working closely with over 200 in the last 
academic year alone. 

The compulsory two-week work 
placement at the end of Year 12 is a 
highlight of the first year of sixth form 
and for many, leads to regular work 
experience thereafter. 

This is complemented by Higher 
Education and Employers’ Fairs at 
the academy, practice interviews 
with advice on CV writing and also 
apprenticeship assessment day 
training. 


The spokesman added: “This array of 
tools is vital in informing our students’ 
career choices and ensuring that 
they have the necessary skills to be 
successful and above all happy in the 
next stage of their lives. 

“It is always a great delight to 
regularly welcome back our own 
alumni, amongst other specialists, to 
give presentations, run workshops and 
inspire our current students to be the 
greatest that they can be. 

“At Walsall Academy, we expect the 
best, the very best of our staff and 
students and pride ourselves on being 
a different choice of school. 

“Come and see us for yourself!” 
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/FITTING SERVICE / METAL, TIMBER, GRP, uPVC 
/MADE TO MEASURE /ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 OQH 


All styles and materials available:- 

| Roller, Up & Over, Sectional and Side hinged 

Call for further information 




• Impact and dent resistant 
ABS panels 

• Easy clean finish simply 
wiped down with a soft cloth 
and warm water 

• Matches PVCu windows 
and doors 

• Low maintenance finish 

• Strong lightweight 
construction weighing less 
than 2/3 of a traditional steel 
door 

• UV fast low gloss 
brilliant white finish 
guaranteed for 10 years 


ABS/uPVC DOORS 


Made from a tough yet flexible material commonly used to make car bumpers, so 
when it’s knocked, the door panel flexes then bounces back as good as new. Fully 
bonded steel stiffeners at the rear of all ABS doors reinforce the panel and help 
protect against forced entry. 

If you are looking for a garage door that’s going to withstand the knocks and bumps 
of family life, you need look no further than ABS. 


From W 

.380 


01922 611253 


www.wmgaragedbors.co.uk 

sales @ wmgaragedoors.co.uk 


INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 



















































































Uproar at £1,700 bill 
for disputed work 



Unhappy with maintenance charges, Jake Vardy, Georgia Rigby, and Ellis Rigby, at The Courtyard 


RESIDENTS have called for stricter reg¬ 
ulation of property management comp¬ 
anies after they were charged more than 
£1,700 for work that was never done. 

The owners of 12 new-build homes in The 
Courtyard, off Lichfield Road, in Walsall Wood, 
are subject to annual maintenance charges 
overseen by Centrick Property. 

But they were left up in arms after being billed 
a huge £1,714 for the upkeep of a small private car 
park and road - despite no work taking place. 

They also raised concerns that an annual ‘garden¬ 
ing and grounds maintenance’ bill of £1,325 was ‘ex¬ 
cessive’ as the only shared green space on the estate 
was a series of small bushes. 

Residents have also questioned an annual ‘mainte¬ 
nance fee’ in excess of £1,000, around £75 per prop¬ 
erty - and some residents also say they are being 
chased by lawyers on behalf of the firm after refusing 
to pay for disputed works. 

Ellis Rigby, who bought her home in 2015, said: 
“We knew when we bought the house that there 
would be a small annual fee - but we just aren’t get¬ 
ting the service that we are being charged for. 


“We couldn’t believe that invoices were being sent 
out for work that hadn’t been done. I think it’s im¬ 
portant that prospective buyers and local councils 
understand what is happening in the sector. It is ex¬ 
tremely distressing.” 

Centrick Property maintains the site on behalf of 
Cameron Homes. The firm denied excessively charg¬ 
ing residents but admits that work on the car park 
did not take place. It says residents who have paid 
will be ‘credited’ the money. It also said it had put 
a hold on some of the disputed charges and entered 
discussions with residents about the garden charges. 

A statement said: “There seems to have been some 
confusion over how a service charge operates with 
the residents, this is all normal industry practice and 
is regulated by the Association of Residential Man¬ 
aging Agents, the leading trade association for resi¬ 
dential leasehold management, with which Centrick 
Property is affiliated.” 

Aldridge-Brownhills Conservative MP Wendy 
Morton said: “What this really seems to highlight is 
the importance of the recently announced consulta¬ 
tion into unfair management fees and I would urge 
any constituents affected by this to take part in the 
consultation.” 


Work sparks 
programme 
for further 
memorials 

A £27,000 restoration of Walsall Cen¬ 
otaph has been completed in time for 
Remembrance Sunday and now the con¬ 
dition of memorials across the borough 
will be reviewed. 

In recent weeks the memorial at 
Bradford Street in the town centre has 
been cleaned, the retained wall has been 
re-pointed and some of the coping stones 
have been re-bedded. 

It means the 
96-year-old mon¬ 
ument is once 
again in splen¬ 
did condition 
ahead of hosting 
the town centre 
remembrance 
service which 
was led by Mayor 
Marco Longhi in 
front of hundreds 
of people. 

The Midland 
Conservation 
Trust has funded 75 per cent of the work 
while Walsall Council has footed the re¬ 
mainder of the bill. 

Frances Moreton, trust director, said: 
“War Memorials Trust is delighted to 
support the repair and conservation of 
this important local war memorial. The 
centenary of World War I is a significant 
moment to reflect on the impact of con¬ 
flict and ensure the memorials that re¬ 
mind us of the huge losses communities 
suffered are preserved for future gener¬ 
ations to continue to pay their respects.” 

Councillor Keith Chambers added: 
“I’m sure the many hundreds of local 
people who turn out faithfully to pay 
their respects each Remembrance Sun¬ 
day will be very pleased with the fin¬ 
ished works. I have also asked officers 
to review the condition of the other war 
memorials in the borough with a view 
to bidding for further funding as appro¬ 
priate.” 



The cenotaph 


Final whistle 




Do you 
suffer from 
Osteoarthritis 
pain? 


THE 
ONLY 
READ 
FOR REAL 
FANS 
EVERY 
MONDAY 


To advertise in 
final whistle 
call our 
experienced 
sales team on 
01902 31 31 31 

Express & Star 


Around 8.5 million people in the UK are affected by joint pain from 
osteoarthritis. The pain and discomfort of this condition can be debilitating for 
many sufferers. New research opportunities are available at MAC Clinical 
Research to evaluate potential new treatments for those suffering with 
osteoarthritis of the knee joint. 

The study drug and assessments required by the 
study will be provided free of charge and you will be 
compensated £760 for your time and commitment. 


For more information call 
or visit 


0800 633 5507 
www.researchforyou.co.uk 


MAC 



COOKER HOODS 


empire appliances] 

SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS 


HUGE NEW SHOWROOM NEXT TO THE RANGE 
NOW OPEN 


u; 


. . 


BELLING • STOVES • DE DIETRICH 
BAUMATIC • GORENJE • SERVIS 
MONTPELLIER • SHARP • LG 
ICE KING • HOTPOINT • INDESIT 
BEKO • SMEG • STATESMAN 
CDA • HOOVER CANDY 


Unit 3 Venture Centre (Next to the Range Warehouse) 
Green Lane, Cannock, WS110JJ jm ■■ 


Telephone 
01543 544545 


Email: sales@empireappliances.co.uk 
Website: www.empireappliances.co.uk 
Proud supporters Of q empireappliances 

Delivery and Installation on all appliances 


Help 

Hp.lo others 


OPENING HOURS 
Monday - Saturday 9-6pm 
Sunday 10.30-4.30pm 


E ■ 
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Mon 9.30am -6pm *Tues 9.30am -6pm • Wed.Thurs, Fri 9.30am -8pm Sat 9.30am - 7pm • Sun 11am -5pm (Birmingham) • Sun 10am -4pm (Bilston) 



GREEN PARCEL 
LED TREE 

80cm RRP £49.99 Latifs £19.99 
1.2m RRP £69.99 Latifs £24.99 
1.5m RRP £79.99 Latifs £39.99 
1.8m RRP £99.99 Latifs £59.99 



COLOUR 
CHANGING 
BUTTERFLY TREE 

80cm RRP £79.99 Latifs £36.99 
1.2m RRP £99.99 Latifs £49.99 
1.5m RRP 129.99 Latifs £64.99 
1.8m RRP £159.99 Latifs £84.99 



COLOUR CHANGING 
WITH FIREWORK 
BURSTTREE 

80cm RRP £79.99 Latifs £34.99 
1.2m RRP £99.99 Latifs £44.99 
1.5m RRP £129.99 Latifs £59.99 
1.8m RRP £149.99 Latifs £79.99 



3 PC (15cm/20cm/15cm) 

GLITTER 
PARCELS WITH 
40 WARM WHITE 
LED LIGHTS 

(Silver/Cream/Red/ 

White/Gold) 

RRP £49.99 

Latifs £21.99 



70CM ACRYLIC 
STANDING 
REINDEER WITH 
90 WHITE LED 
LIGHTS 

RRP £99.99 

Latifs £39.99 



LED STRING 
MULTI-FUNCTION LIGHT 

(Blue/Multi-colour/Red/Warm white/White) 

Suitable for indoor/outdoor use 

100 LED RRP £19.99 Latifs £4.99 
200 LED RRP £24.99 Latifs £5.49 
300 LED RRP £29.99 Latifs £7.49 


EASILY THE LARGEST SELECTION OF LIGHTS/XMAS CARDS/GIFT BAGS/GIFT 
WRAP/TREES/TREE DECORATIONS AT LO LO PRICES! 



KALTUN 24PK 
500ML WATER 

RRP £2.99 

Latifs 

£1.49 





WEETABIX 

24s SSSP £2.49 

Latifs 

99p! 


m 


NICKY LEMON 300 SHEET 
KITCHEN ROLL 
TRIPLE PACK 
(3 ROLLS) 


£1.99 



PEPSI 500ML 
24 PK FOR 

£4.99!! 


pepsi 



MEGASOFT 
QUILTED 
18 TOILET 
ROLLS 

JUST 

£ 1 . 99 ! 



BENROSS 

HALOGEN 

HEATER 

1200 watt, 3 bar 
Anti-tilt safety shut off 
RRP £24.99 


Latifs 


£9.99 



BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE 

New Canal Street, Digbeth, B5 5PL 


BILSTON WOLVERHAMPTON 

LOXDALE STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON, WV14 OTP 


0800 00 92 555 www.latifs.co.uk 


Plant’s firm roots help 
him carry on with fire 


HE is a regular face at Mo- 
lineux and he could never 
be accused of forgetting his 
Black Country roots. 

“I had two cats when I first got 
my current home, 26 years ago, 
and I called them Tipton and 
Dudley. They miaowed with a 
Black Country accent.” 

In an interview with Uncut maga¬ 
zine, the West Bromwich-born rock 
legend spoke at length about his early 
life in the Black Country and his con¬ 
tinued association with the region. 

Last month he released a new solo 
album, titled Carry Fire, and he is 
soon to play for fans at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Civic Hall and the Birmingham 
Symphony Hall. 

Asked about persistent references 
to the seasons in his new album, Plant 
said: “I live in the seasons. I live on the 
edge of the great industrial swirl of the 
wondrous Black Country. 

Impressive 

“But I can dive in there and enjoy 
the greatest tribe of people on the 
planet or just head west. 

“I can actually meld, bit by bit, into 
what the physicality or the silence or 
the bustle or the clutter offers me.” 

Plant, who lives near Kiddermin¬ 
ster, is of course famed for being the 
front man of Led Zeppelin but he has 
now racked up an impressive 11 solo 
albums dating back to 1982. Next year 
he turns 70 and 2018 will also be the 
50th anniversary of the legendary 
band.In the magazine interview Plant, 
was asked about the tower block pho¬ 
tograph on the back of Led Zep IV. 

He said: “It’s in Winson Green. 
There were two towers blocks in Dud¬ 
ley and John Bonham lived in one of 
them. It looked just like that.He made 



The former Led Zeppelin front man turns 70 next year 



Plant with Tiswas presenter Sally James 


the mistake of buying a second-hand 
Rolls-Royce and parking it at the bot¬ 
tom of the council tower block. 

“So every morning he came down it 
had been keyed . . . and keyed . . . and 
keyed. I said ‘what’s the odd thing out 


in the whole of Dudley? It’s your peck¬ 
ing car!’ It was very funny.” 

Over the years, Plant has found him¬ 
self in some pretty unusual situations, 
not least an appearance on Saturday 
morning television show Tiswas. 

Bizarrely, he was made to made to 
stand in a pot and had water periodi¬ 
cally thrown at him. 

Asked how he will celebrate his 70th 
birthday next year, he said: “When I 
was 60, I had a night of humour with 
my friends at the village pub. Frank 
Carson and Tommy Mundon, the Black 
Country comedian, were the stars. 

“Neither of them are with us any 
longer, but everyone remembers how 
they laughed.” 

Plant’s sell out tour sees him travel 
to Plymouth and Bristol before playing 
his home-coming gig at the Civic Hall 
on November 20. 



Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


Your Chronicle 




42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, 

An American in Paris, Dreamgirls, 
Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, 
Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Lion King, 
Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. 
Please call for details. 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures until June 2018 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 



O & I £159 


NOW INCLUDING 


TO CHOOSE FROM 


■95pp 


View prOdUCt Online at Quote Code: 
www.omega-holidays.com LMU373 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


TO 



London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures until June 2018 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 


O | e169 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Quote Code: 

UCV609 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols a Omega Hols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays Ltd, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
M0N-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 
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Christmas 


IN WALSALL 


A free guide packed with everything you need for a fantastic festive season 


Deck the halls 
this Christmas 


Pick the perfect 
present 


Festive spotlight 
on local business 




The Chronicle Thursday, November 16, 2017 
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Take a seat in the cosy corner with a hot drink, and leaf through the catalogue 


The store stocks mattresses, sofa beds and other furniture 


The store has kid’s beds, storage beds, bunk beds, sleigh beds and even LED beds 


Take the hassle out of buying a bed 


Sales manager Simon Jackson reveals 
how Crazy Price Beds began in Aldridge 
and what he thinks are the secrets of the 
company’s success. 

How did crazypricebeds start? 

After trading just online for over 10 years, last 
Christmas we opened up a small space within 
our warehouse to the public. 

After realising the potential, we extended the 
space, extended our range, and gave ourselves 
a total makeover into a fully-fledged shop where 
we have around 40 beds on display. 

What can people expect when they come 
to store? 

We like people to have a hassle-free 


experience. So, pop in, have a browse, or take 
a seat in our cosy corner with a hot drink, and 
leaf through our catalogue. 

Our huge range means we have a bed for 
everyone! We have children’s beds, storage 
beds, bunk beds, sleigh beds, metal, wood, 
velvet and even LED beds! 

We also offer a unique custom divan service, 
where you can choose your size, headboard 
and fabric, to create your very own personal 
creation. 

There’s 32 different fabrics to choose from 
and the divans come with storage drawers as 
standard. Its handmade right here in the UK, 
and delivered within seven days. 


Do you stock only beds? 

You will also find mattresses, sofa beds, 
bedsides and other furniture. We have a new 
range of beautiful accent and occasional 
chairs. 

If your shop is located within your 
warehouse, do customers still have to place 
an order? 

We always have hundreds of products in 
stock, ready to take away with you the very 
same day. Which means no waiting around, 
and no need to be anxious about getting your 
items in time for Christmas!” 

Won’t beds be a bit awkward to transport? 

Our items come flat-packed which means 


many items fit in cars and vans, and awkward 
items such as mattresses come rolled for easy 
transport. If you are unable to take away with 
you, don’t worry! We offer a completely free 
delivery service. 

How do you keep your prices so low? 

We keep it simple! There are no middlemen, 
we purchase directly from our approved 
manufacturers, we buy in bulk, we hold huge 
stocks. We rip out all of the expensive costs 
and pass these savings directly on to our 
customers. 

What do you have on offer for Christmas? 

Our sofa beds and guest beds are perfect for 
guests stopping over after the day’s festivities, 


and our range of chairs provide seating for 
those extra legs at Christmas! 

Our best-selling Beaumont pink velvet 
princess bed is a great gift idea, which is super 
popular at Christmas. We also do a matching 
pink storage ottoman, to create the perfect 
princess room. Our industrial trendy Henley 
metal bed is ideal for teen rooms, and our LED 
beds are super fun and quirky. 

• CrazyPriceBeds is located at Beecham 
Business Park, Northgate, Aldridge, WS9 8TZ. 
The shop is open seven-days-a-week, from 
Monday to Saturday, between 10am and 5pm 
and on Sundays between 11am and 4pm. Call 
0800 9499500 for more details. 




CrazyPriceBeds 

Great design without the designer price tag ! 


rrrrr 

Uy i 4 * 

WSJFSXm 


Beaumont Pink 

Pnr>c«e* Bed 

£199.99 


































New-look town gym helps 
you to get fit and healthy 



The newly-refurbished gymnaisum, which is under new management, offers a program to fit every individual’s needs 


Get Fit this Christmas with Energy 
Health & Fitness with new classes 
starting throughout November, 
come along and join the hundreds of 
people making a difference. 

A spokesman said: “With our newly- 
refurbished gymnaisum, which is 
under new management, we have 
a program to fit every individual’s 
needs, tailored to work for you and to 
make you work!” 

Located in the heart of Walsall town 
centre, the 24/7 gymnasium offers a 
friendly enviroment with trained staff 


on hand to give advice or that extra 
push you might need to reach your 
goals. 

Facilities at the gym include 
free weights, core strengthening 
machines, cardio machines, sauna, 
sunbeds, MMA cage, Judo mats, 
boxing training equipment and much, 
much more. 

The spokesman added: “Come 
along and take advantage our free 
day pass to trail the gymnasium and 
talk to our trained personal trainers 
about your needs and requirements.” 




There will be free festive face painting for children to enjoy at the Old Square shopping centre on November 25 

Festive fun for all the family 


Families are invited to a fun-filled day 
of seasonal joy at Old Square when 
Father Christmas opens his grotto on 
Saturday, November 25. 

Santa will arrive at 10am to take 
present requests from children. 

Not only will there be lots of 
entertainment on the day until 3pm, 
but the first 50 youngsters in the queue 
for the grotto will get free tickets to see 
Santa. 

Plus everyone who buys a ticket 
for the grotto up to Christmas will be 
entered into a competition to win £500 
to spend at Debenhams in Old Square. 

Children will love seeing the charming 


life-size puppets Hodman Dodmanott 
and his beautiful wife Sally Forth. 

This adorable couple bring laughter 
wherever they go with their unusual 
carol singing and their failed attempts 
at Christmas shopping. 

Grotto 

There will be bounceabouts from 
Santa’s Big Helpers Horace and Boris 
- two towering elves who will decide 
which youngsters have been naughty 
or nice. 

A roller-skating robin redbreast 
and Christmas pudding will spread 
Christmas cheer gliding around Old 


Square, meeting shoppers. And there 
will be free festive face painting for 
children to enjoy. 

Tickets for the grotto are £4.50 and 
include a small gift. The grotto will 
be open on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays and then every day from 18 
December until Christmas Eve. 

Old Square centre manager Linda 
Brawn said: “We are looking forward 
to a super day of festive fun with lots of 
lovely entertainment to keep children 
amused.” 

For more information visit www. 
oldsquareshoppingcentre.co.uk or see 
Facebook/OldSquareShoppingCentre 



GYM OPEN 24 HOURS £20 ONLY A MONTH 


HEALTH & FITNESS I BOXING I YOGA COMING SOON I GYM I SAUNA 


WE ARE: 

A gym, located 
in Walsall, with a 
unisex gym upstairs with 
new and improved equipment 

SUNBEDS HAVE NOW ARRIVED 

If you want to be part of one of Walsall’s 
friendliest gyms, give us a call or pop in 

At Energy Health and Fitness we have MMA 
and Cage Section Sauna and Cardio Section, 
Also Free Weights and much more. 


NOW UNDER 

NEW MANAGEMENT 


SATURDAY 25 NOV 

10am to 3pm ^ 


Free facepainting 


Roller skating Christmas 
pudding & robin 


Bouncing elves & 
festive walkabouts 


* 

WIN £500! ' 

toApmctat&ebeii/iamA, 

Visit our grotto before 3pm on 
Christmas eve and you can enter 
our free prize draw 
See website for T & Cs 


9-1OA THE BRIDGE, WALSALL WS1 1LR 
01922 624466 


OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 5AM - 12AM (MIDNIGHT) SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 8AM - 6PM 


no oldsquareshoppingcentre.co.uk 
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hristmas iri 

Walsall 



Gifts for children big and small 




Christmas shopping can be brilliant fun, 
but also a lot of pressure! What will the 
youngsters be into this year? And what 
do you buy for the grown-up who has 
everything? 

Luckily, we’re here to help. All the big toy 
retailers have released their predictions of 
what they think will be at the top of many a 
Christmas list this year, and the high street 
is full of great ideas that will put a smile on 
the face of the grown-ups. To help you start 
your search, we’ve picked out a few of the 
best gift ideas for both children and adults. 
Santa Claus is coming to town! 

1. BB-9E Sphero Robot, £149.99 

With the release of Star Wars: The Force 

Awakens, the BB-8 Sphero Robot was a 
big hit for Christmas 2015. With this year’s 
release of Star Wars: The Last Jedi, we’re 
being introduced to his evil twin! Use your 
smart device to control this fierce little 
droid. The price is on the higher side, but 
if it’s within your budget, plenty of fun will 
ensue! 

2. Pie Face Sky High Game, £26.99 

The laugh-out-loud hit of Christmas 2015, 


Pie Face has made it back into the must- 
have list for 2017. This time we are treated 
to a free-standing version where players hit 
a fairground-style hammer and see if they 
can get the pie high enough to splat their 
opponent. 

3. Paco Rabanne Invictus Gift Set 50ml, 
£47.00 - Perfect for any man who enjoys 
smelling as good as he looks. Inhale the 
scent of victory with Invictus by Paco 




Rabanne. This sensually fresh scent sets 
a modern vision of masculinity. Invictus is 
an unexpected clash of worlds, powers, 
sensations, and values: a thrill of pure 
freshness top note facing the sensuality of 
a guaiac wood base note. The perfect gift, 
this set contains Invictus EDT 50ml, and a 
Shower Gel 100ml. 

4. The Great BROWnanza Gift Set, 



£49.50 - This limited edition, blockbuster 
eyebrow kit contains five full-size Benefit 
brow bestsellers and two pro tools. It 
contains everything you need to instantly 
transform skimpy brows, patchy brows or 
barely-there brows into great brows. This is 
the fun and foolproof way to becoming your 
own brow expert. 

5. DJI Mavic Pro Drone, from £1,099 

The DJI Mavic Pro is a small yet powerful 
drone that turns the sky into your creative 
canvas easily and without worry, helping 
you make every moment an aerial moment. 

Its compact size hides a high degree of 
complexity that makes it one of DJI’s most 
sophisticated flying cameras ever. 

6. Cozmo, £199.99 - The price point 
is pretty high,but Cozmo is sure to not 
disappoint. This robot’s personality evolves 
as you spend time with him. 

He’ll nudge you to play with him, and 
even gets hilariously annoyed if he’s been 
ignored for a while! This app-powered 
marvel has broken the mould of toy 
robotics and is sure to be the highlight of 
your Christmas purchases. 



PARTIES & FESTIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT 2017 



1 Calderfields 

GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 


w 


.F & CC 




Wednesday 13th December 

CHRISTMAS MARKET 


Monday 18th December 

CASINO NIGHT 


Tuesday 19th December 

ELVIS TRIBUTE 




A 

3 Course Meal & 

f V * DJ’s until Late 

yJ 

DJ’s until Late 

: £34.95 

W 

£34.95 

- PER PERSON 

PER PERSON 


UPGRADE TO OUR VIP PACKAGE 

From £99.00 per person 


LIMITED ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE 

From £69.00 per person 



Wednesday 20th December 

SNOWBALL EVENING 


Thursday 21st December 

ROBBIE WILLIAMS TRIBUTE 



LIMITED ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE 

From £69.00 per person 




33 Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue, Bentley, 
Walsall WS2 0BD 
E^lepl^S|^ 

[01922 646628 
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IN WALSALL 


Have a 

Wonderful 

Christmas 

from all 
the Walsall 
Chronicle 
Team 



























Firmcare proud of great customer service 



The company stocks a range of furniture and mobility aids 


At Firmcare they pride themselves on 
offering a great customer experience. 

A spokesman for the firm said: “We 
are a long-established family-owned 
business, with two showrooms in the 
Walsall area. At Firmcare we have 
knowledgeable and friendly staff to deal 
with all your needs. 

“Whether you are looking for an aid to 
daily living or a more technical item such 
as a stairlift, mobility scooter or rise and 
recline furniture and electric adjustable 
beds. 

“As a small company we can offer 
flexibility and competitive prices to suit 
all. We are able to service and repair all 
types of mobility equipment too. 

“Please come along to our showroom 
to discuss your requirements in a friendly 
and relaxed atmosphere. We are there 
to help you get the right product for you 
needs.” 


In tune with 
music needs 



Gifts for musicians and singers include novelty mugs, bags, ties and socks 


TR Music has been in Stafford Street 
since 1981, and over the years has 
developed into the busy family-run 
store we see today. 

A spokesman said: “When buying an 
instrument it is better to hold it, play it 
or let one of our talented staff play it for 
you before making the purchase. 

“We have seen many times how 
online purchases go wrong as all 
instruments feel, play differently. 

“Although it is more work for us we 
prefer the personal service to ensure 
that the correct item is purchased and 
customer satisfaction achieved. 

“It is now time for airman Father 
Christmas to be at the door to welcome 
you as you view guitar outfits, ukuleles, 
recorders, drum kits, karaoke players 


and discs. There are gifts for musicians 
and singers whether it is a novelty 
mug, bags, ties, socks, books, a 
new radio mic system or a guitarists 
favourite strings. 

“Budget disco lighting range is 
available for parties and lighting for 
DJs and bands to investigate on our 1st 
floor. PA systems are another speciality 
and take many forms. 


“The free car park is located at the 
back of the shop with the entrance 
between the main part of the shop and 
karaoke/book department or nearby 
council car parks. 

“A new drum room is also opening 
soon. 

“The business is approximately 200 
metres from Walsall town centre. Staff 
look forward to seeing you soon! 




Deck the halls and jdl 
find festive trends! 


hristmas 

Walsall 


It’s amazing how quickly it seems 
to come around. One minute you’re 
re-boxing the decorations on a cold 
January afternoon and in the blink of 
an eye you’re unpacking them for the 
next year’s festivities. 

Christmas is a wonderful time of year, 
but frankly, it can be hard work. 

Aside from the cooking itself, 
preparing your home for the Christmas 
family invasion can be a big job. 

Presentation is key, and everybody 
wants to capture that perfect mix 
of festive feel and style with their 
decorations and table dressing. 

With this in mind, we’ve taken a look 
at some of this year’s trends, to give 
you a bit of inspiration for the perfect 
setting to impress the relatives! 

• Dressing the Table - If your 
Christmas roast is the rockstar of the 
day, then your dining table is the stage 
- and one that can make your dinner’s 
‘performance’ spectacular. A popular 
trend this year is to go for copper- 
coloured cutlery teamed with detailed 
glassware. 

Try a combination of tall candles in 
your chosen festive shades with short 
white pillar candles. And for a true 
sense of occasion, multi-layering your 
china in each place with a plate for 
each course. 

• Oh Christmas Tree, Oh Christmas 
Tree... The absolute centrepiece of your 
Christmas interior display. For those 
who go for a larger tree, a popular tip 
for this year is to be relatively minimalist 
with any other decorations around 

the room. A classic red and white 
decoration scheme is fashionable at 
the moment, though gold teamed with 
silver will give your tree a stylish look. 


Presentation is key, and everybody wants to capture that perfect mix of 
festive feel and style with their decorations 


• Mantelpiece and wall decor - Many 
will argue that less is more with this, but 
it’s mainly about keeping everything 
complimentary. 

Quite a good way of tying the 
rest of your decor into your tree is 
to incorporate small off-cuts of the 
tree into your mantelpiece or table 
decorations. Wreaths and garlands 
always offer a classic and traditional 
festive feel. 





Tuners £9.99 Capos £9.95 
Guitar Straps from £4.99 (huge selection) 
Music Books and DVD Tutors 


IWMIlllilllUIB^^^H 

01922 613101 


NEW!! Marvel, Super Hero, Spider Man etc. 
Straps £19.95 each 

www.trmusic.co.uk 

email trmusic@btconnect.com 


io% « 

DISCOUNT 

on takeaway 

Collection only 
, over £12.00 


FREE HOI 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


dren \ You are welcome to 

ired with all bookings . * -lilts bring your own drinks 

bookings call 07957 792490 —--2SJ—« Open 7 Days A Week 

_ _ 5.30pm till late 

Unit 1, Market Place, 01922 
JUSTEAT Elmore Row, Bloxwich j* r\o 

ws3 2 hr 4Uo 


Traditional English or Indian Menu 

Starter, main and dessert J 

£21.95 pp 

£13.95 Children 

Deposit required with all bookings 

For daytime bookings call 07957 792490 —^- 3 


234-236 Stafford St, Walsall, West Midlands WS2 8DF. 


For the Best in Professional 
Hairdressing... 


I" buddies 

UNISEX HAIR DESIGN 


• in appointments available 
Fashion Colouring • All Types of Foils 
• and Spiral Perming 


Est. 1963 Establi sh( 

^ FROM OLD TO NEW " 


Weddings & 
Special Occasions 

Gents & Children 
Welcome 


A 


CONCESSION DAYS 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

Open 7.30am - 4pm 
Saturdays 



01922 620086 

16 The Victorian Arcade, Walsall, WS1 IRE 


WE DO THEM ALL 

We can service your 
new vehicle 
k without invalidating 
your warranty (TNCA) 


01922 623545 

www.stanreynoldsgarage.co.uk 


Mill Street, Walsall, West Midlands WS2 8AN 



Christmas 


### 


IN WALSALL 


To advertise on 

Future Walsall 
Features 
please 
telephone 
01922 444339 




FIRMCARE 
MOBILITY 

Stannah 


DEMO CENTRE 


sales@firmcaremobility.co.uk 
www.firmcaremobility.co.uk 
Firmcare Mobility: w 

Day Street, Walsall WS2 8EJ JB 

Tel: 01922 628222 0-4 
or 0845 2710450 -» 



WINTER OPfwt 

Rise & Recliner Chair from 

£499 


Large FREE customer car park 
available at our new premises 

• Bath Lifts • Wide Fitting Shoes 

• Batteries Supplied & Fitted • Living Aids 

• Furniture • Wheel Chairs • Scooters 

• Repairs & Service • Continence Care Products 

• Riser Recliner Chairs & Beds 

• Fast Install on Stannah Stairlifts 


m 
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Call 111 and speak to a highly trained adviser who will ask you a series of questions 


NHS 111 is now available as an app so you can access the service wherever you are on Android or iPhone devices 


What NHS 111 


can do for you 


NHS 111 is the NHS non-emergency number 
that is fast, easy and free to use. 

Call 111 and speak to a highly trained adviser, 
supported by healthcare professionals, who 
will ask you a series of questions to assess 
your symptoms and advise you on the best 
treatment, or refer you to hospital or your GP for 
further treatment. 

NHS 111 is available 24-hours-a-day, 
365-days-a-year. Calls are free from landlines 
and mobile phones. 

The NHS 111 service is now available through 
the Ask NHS mobile phone app, which is 


currently available on iPhone and Android 
devices. 

The app provides users with improved access 
to NHS 111 and other local NHS services by 
talking through your symptoms in complete 
confidence with its virtual nurse Olivia. 

If needed, Olivia will also arrange a call back 
from alii nurse to discuss symptoms further. 

When to use 111 

You should use the N HS 111 service if you 
urgently need medical help or advice but it’s 
not a life-threatening situation. 


service 


Call 111 if: 

• You need medical help fast but it’s not a life 
threatening emergency 

• You don’t know who to call or you don’t 
have a GP to call 

• You need health information or reassurance 
about what to do next 

For less urgent health needs, contact your GP 
or local pharmacist in the usual way. 

If a health professional has given you a 
specific phone number to call when you’re 
concerned about your condition, continue to 
use that number. 


How does it work? 

The NHS 111 service is staffed by a team 
of fully trained advisers, supported by 
experienced nurses and paramedics. 

They’ll ask you questions to assess your 
symptoms, then give you the healthcare advice 
you need or direct you to the local service that 
can help you best. 

That could be A&E, an out-of-hours doctor, 
an urgent care centre, a walk-in centre, a 
community nurse, an emergency dentist, or a 
late-opening chemist. 


Where possible, the NHS 111 team will book 
you an appointment with your GP or transfer 
you directly to the people you need to speak 
to. If NHS 111 advisers think you need an 
ambulance, they’ll immediately arrange for one 
to be sent to you. 

Calls to 111 are recorded. All calls and the 
records created are maintained securely. 

Information recorded during the call will 
be shared with other professionals directly 
involved in your care. Some of it will also be 
shared with NHS Digital to improve NHS 111 
and 999 services. 



I STAYWELL 

WALSALL I 


Your 
guide 
to Local 
Health 
Services 


Self-Care 

Cough? Cold? 
Sore throat? 



Your Local Pharmacy 

Need to stock up medicines? 


□ 


Your GP 

Illness or injury that won't go away’ 




From coughs, colds and sore throats to aches and 
pains, self-care at home is the best choice to treat very 
minor illnesses, ailments and injuries. 

A big part of your recovery from these minor ailments 
is to rest and drink plenty of fluids. You can plan 
ahead by stocking up on some healthcare essentials 
- paracetamol or aspirin, indigestion remedies and 
plasters for example. You can find all these at your 
local pharmacy. 

Help stop the spread of infection: If you have sickness 
and diarrhoea don't go to your GP or hospital. Drink 
plenty of fluids and call your GP if you're worried. 


Your local pharmacy can provide confidential, 
expert advice and treatment for a range of common 
illnesses and complaints, without having to wait for 
a GP appointment or go to A&E. 

Pharmacists can also help you manage long term 
conditions such as diabetes and asthma, give advice 
on staying healthy, exercising and stopping smoking. 
They can also dispense repeat prescriptions without 
the need to visit your GP - speak to your GP or 
pharmacist to arrange this. 


If you have a non-urgent, ongoing illness or injury, 
then you should make an appointment to see your GP. 

Your local GP surgery provides a wide range of 
family health services, including advice on health 
problems, vaccinations, examinations and treatment, 
prescriptions for medicines, referrals to other health 
services and social services. 

If you need urgent medical care when your surgery 
is closed (and it can't wait until the morning) call 
NHS 111. 


For more information about self-care visit 

www.walsallccg.nhs.uk/stay-well-walsall 




To find your nearest pharmacy visit 

www.walsallccg.nhs.uk/stay-well-walsall 




To find your nearest GP visit 

www.walsallccg.nhs.uk/stay-well-walsall 




NHS 111 

Need medical advice quickly? 


ifik 


Urgent Care Centre [TT3 

Need urgent care for an injury I 

or illness that's not life threatening? 

Urgent care centres offer fast, convenient and expert 
care for injuries and illnesses that are urgent but not life 
threatening. This includes minor cuts, burns and bites; 
sprains and minor fractures; fevers, infections and rashes. 

There's no need for an appointment. 


NHS 111 is the NHS non-emergency number. It's fast, 
easy and free. Call 111 and speak to a highly trained 
adviser, supported by healthcare professionals. 

They will ask you a series of questions to assess your 
symptoms and immediately direct you to the best 
medical care for you. 

You should use the NHS 111 service if you urgently 
need medical help or advice but it's not a life- 
threatening situation. 


A&E and 999 

Difficulty breathing? 

Heavy bleeding? Broken bones? Chest pain? 

Accident and Emergency (A&E) departments and the 
999 ambulance service should only be used in a critical 
or life-threatening situation. 

At A&E, the most seriously ill patients will be seen 
before those with less urgent conditions. Non-emergencies 
will be treated at our Urgent Care Centres or referred to 
NHS 111. 


□ walsallccg.nhs.uk 
^ @WalsallCCG 
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Our Walsall 
Winter Pass 
- Price - 
Frozen until 
Christmas 
Eve!!! 
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We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
: Long Safety Side Handles* and roof windows 


All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJfstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 



MS! 


To Advertise your 
Christmas Menus call 
Sharon Oscar 
on 01543 465335 or 
Debbie Tavner 
01543465333 


Bananarama tour? 
Wo hoard a rumour 



The band formed when teenagers and childhood 
friends Sara and Keren met Siobhan. Sara and Siobhan 
were studying journalism at the London University of Arts 
(London College of Fashion) and Keren was working at 
the BBC. 

About to be thrown out of the YWCA for ‘keeping 
late hours’ Sara and Keren 
bumped into ex-Sex Pistol 
Paul Cook in the club 
Taboo. He offered them 
a place to stay above the 
Sex Pistols’ old rehearsal 
room. He ended up 
producing their first single 
Aie A Mwana. One early 
radio play from legendary 
DJ John Peel was all it took 
to catch the attention of ex- 
Specials singer Terry Hall, who 
tracked the girls down and asked 
them to perform on The Fun Boy Three 
single It Ain’t What You Do. 

They went on to support everyone from 
Iggy Pop to Paul Weller (Paul went on to pen 
a track for the band’s first album) appearing on 
numerous TV shows while still being so skint they 
were using the baths at the local swimming pool 
for£1 a throw. 

For the next 10 years the girls were 
everywhere and so were their hits. They became 
internationally hot property when hits Cruel 
Summer hit the US Billboard Top 10 with their 
video filmed in New York. 

Identifying the right producers/collaborators 
at the right point in their career was always 
their strong point from Jolley and Swain who 
produced their debut album Deep Sea Skiving 
and follow up Bananarama to Stock/Aitken/ 

Waterman who produced the platinum-selling 
WOW!, to Youth with Pop Life. 

In 2005 they were picking out Swedish 
hitmakers Murlyn to produce the album Drama 
(singles Move In My Direction and Look On 
The Floor Top 20 UK, US Billboard dance 


number two) and in 2009 they found a perfect foil in 
Ian Masterson (Pet Shop Boys, Girls Aloud, Kylie) who 
produced the album VIVA. 

Bananarama like the Go Go’s and the 
Bangles were not a manufactured 
band but three friends who came 
from the London club scene with 
a punk attitude and were always 
in control of their 
own destiny. 

In 2012 

Bananarama have 
appeared in the hit ITV 
comedy Benidorm, they 
embarked to the US 
for the Pinktober 
tour at Hard 
Rock Cafes 
and released 
a brand new 
four tracks 
digital EP 
called Now 
Or Never. 

In February 
2016, the girls 
embarked upon 
a successful 
Australian 
Tour, followed 
by a sold out 
Japan tour in 
October. 

And now, 
the original 
Bananarama 


For the next 10 
years the girls were 
everywhere and so 
were their hits 


line up are back together for a string of live shows in 
2017. It will be fans’ only chance to see Sara, Keren and 
Siobhan live across the UK. 

Keren was in a relationship with former Wham! star 
Andrew Ridgeley for 25 years, but they parted ways last 
year. Speaking about the break-up, she said things didn’t 
always work out but they’d remained close friends and 
Andrew would be attending quite a few dates on the tour. 

The biggest girl group of the 1980s were sworn 
enemies for many years but they reconvened for a 
barbecue at Siobhan’s home in Bethnal Green. They 
rekindled their love and friendship and a few months later, 
Keren picked up the phone and told Siobhan she should 
go on tour with them. They had never actually done a 
tour, the three of them, together. Siobhan agreed and the 
rest is history. 

See them perform at Arena Birmingham on Thursday, 
November 23. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


TEENAGERS 


I t’s been quite a year for 

Bananarama. Sara Dallin, Keren 
Woodward and Siobhan Fahey 
have been sweeping all before them 
- after Siobhan rejoined the band 
for a massive tour. 

The singer had left Bananarama in 1988 to form 
Shakespears Sister, with whom she played until 
1996. She then appeared in films and recorded 
music alone, as well as appearing with Dexys 
Midnight Runners, before agreeing to rejoin 
Bananarama in February this year for a major tour. 

And the band’s shows have been well received by fans 
who have relived their youth to such hits as It Ain’t What 
You Do. . Really Saying Something, Shy Boy, Cruel 
Summer, Robert De Niro’s Waiting. . and Love in the 
First Degree as well as the US number one Venus and 
other hits like Cruel Summer and I Heard A Rumour. 

Bananarama had been formed by Sara, Siobhan and 
Keren in 1981. When Siobhan quit, Jacquie O’Sullivan 
joined and they enjoyed more hits with songs like I Want 
You Back and Help. Jacquie later left and Sara and Keren 
enjoyed success as a duo with Movin’ On and More, 

More, More. 

The band’s achievements speak for themselves. They 
have enjoyed two Band Aid appearances, an entry in the 
Guinness Book of World Records as the most successful 
female band worldwide with the most charting singles, 
all of which were international hits, four hitting the US 
Billboard Top 10 including a number one with Venus. To 
date they have had 32 Top 40 UK hits, released 10 albums 
and sold 30 million records. 


































Nostalgia gigs aren't tor 
us - despite the money 


If ever there was a band that over-achieved, 
it was synth-pop pioneers OMD. 

Duo from The Wirral, singer Andy McCluskey and 
keyboardist Paul Humphreys, sold around 40 million 
records including hit singles Enola Gay, Souvenir, 

Joan of Arc, Maid of Orleans and Locomotion. 

Architecture and Morality, their 1981 hit album, gave 
them their first platinum disc while four others went 
gold. This autumn, McCluskey et al are up to their 
old tricks with the release of their 13th studio album, 
The Punishment of Luxury - which entered the chart 
at number four - and a tour including Birmingham 
Symphony Hall on Tuesday. And yet, for all their 
success, critics have always been a little sniffy about 
Orchestral Manoeuvres in the Dark. 


Andy says: “The reality is that certain people still 
have attitudes and issues towards a band that plays 
synths. That’s always been the way. So we’ve always 
just gone our own way and done better than people 
would have expected anyway. We are coming up to the 
40th anniversary of a rolling musical accident. 

“We suffered in the mid 1980s from not writing the 
quality consistently. I carried on without Paul in the 
1990s, then we got back together and next year the 
band will have been together for as long as we were 
the first time round.” Andy was determined that OMD 
would not join the nostalgia circuit, adding: “ We were 
offered quite good money but we felt uncomfortable 
with doing just the nostalgia gigs. The whole ethos for 
us was to do something new.” 


Rock legend home 
gig is hottest ticket 


The Black Country’s resident 
rock god, Robert Plant, is 
back in action on home turf 
following the release of his 
new album Carry Fire. 

On Monday the former Led 
Zeppelin frontman brings his 
Sensational Space Shifters to 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall for what 
is likely to be one of the region’s 
best gigs of 2017. Of course, 
it’s long been a sell out. Those 
lucky enough to have a ticket can 
anticipate a few Led Zep classics. 

At Birmingham Arena tomorrow 
(Friday) Ian Gillan, Roger Glover, 

Ian Paice, Steve Morse and Don 


Airey assemble as Deep Purple with 
support from Europe. The same 
venue hosts powerhouse duo Royal 
Blood on Saturday and Depeche 
Mode’s Global Spirit tour on 
Sunday. Then on Tuesday the city 
centre venue hosts James Blunt, 
enjoying a new lease of life after his 
Ed Sheeran collaborations. 

Those that can’t make the Plant 
gig could get some excellent 
consolation at a homecoming 
gig for Black Country blues rock 
sensation Joanne Shaw Taylor at 
the Symphony Hall on Monday. 

Other major Wolverhampton 
Civic Hall shows see Placebo play 
their rescheduled October date on 



Tuesday, 

Goldie 

on Thursday (see below) and 
harmonious folk rock from Fleet 
Foxes next Friday. 

Bilston’s Robin 2 venue has a 
varied line-up with Liverpool disco 
favourties The Real Thing tomorrow 
(Fri), electro-rave-reggae outfit 
Dreadzone on Saturday, heavy 
metal heroes Tygers of Pan Tang 
on Tuesday and US blues singer 
Samantha Fish on Wednesday. 

It’s funk night at Birmingham 
Town Hall tomorrow (Fri) with 
Icognito, Circus VIII and Trope, and 
the venue hosts folk rock veterans 
The Oyster Band on Tuesday. 


Goldie returns with 
‘best of the best’ 

Home-grown drum ’n’ 
pioneer Goldie will return to 
Wolverhampton next week 
for a concert as part of 
his nationwide tour. The 
show at the Civic Hall 
on Thursday, November 
23. Of The Journey Man 
tour, named after his 
new album, Goldie says: 

“This will be one of a kind: a 
culmination of everything past, 
present and future in my music, like it has never 
been heard before, live. I’ve got the absolute best 
of the best on stage with me and we’re going to 
create something new right in front of your eyes.” 


A Christmas Carol 
and lots of laughs 

It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas, particularly 
at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre where a popular 
amateur company is bringing A Christmas Carol - The 
Musical to the stage from Tuesday to Saturday. 

Bilston Operatic Company’s production sees Charles 
Dickens’ classic tale of Scrooge given a musical 
makeover. Tickets are priced from £12. For more 
information visit www.grandtheatre.co.uk website or 
call 01902 429212. 

Comedy highlights include Jimmy Carr at Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham, on Saturday and Daniel Sloss, 
one of a handful of British comics to find success 
in America, at Wolverhampton Slade Rooms on 
Sunday. Sean Lock brings his Keep It Light show to 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall on Wednesday (Nov 22) 
and Paul Chowdhry is at the Wulfrun Hall next Friday. 



ENTERTAINMENT 

CANNOCK CHASE 

atthe PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 


NOVEMBER 


ONE NIGHT OF ROCK QUO EXPERIENCE 


Friday 24 
November 
7.30pm 
£23 

Cone. £21 



Thursday 30 

November 

7.30pm 

£20 

Cone. £18 



VOICE OF THE HEART 1 


DECEMBER 


Sunday 26 
November 
7.30pm 
£20 



Jl 

mini iiii 

Friday 1 
December 
7.30pm 
£16 
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X 
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Michael McIntyre’s Big Show 
(BBC1,8.10pm) 

Do Ant and Dec finally have a 
rival for the crown of ‘Best 
Saturday Night TV Host’? When 
this show first aired as a one-off 
Christmas special in 2015 and 
then a full series last year, the 
critics and public were 
skeptical, especially 
considering some of BBC 
and ITV’s lacklustre recent 
efforts at weekend 
entertainment shows. However, 
McIntyre has not only proven 
that variety is alive and well, but 
also that he is a pretty fine host 
and entertainer. Tonight he 
returns to London’s Theatre 
Royal on Drury Lane for the third 
run of his Big Show. After his 
own new stand-up routine, he 
introduces comedy with Joe 
Lycett, and music by chart¬ 
topping Scottish singer- 
songwriter Emeli Sande. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 

Live. 11.30 Nigella: At My Table. (R) 

12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Rugby League World Cup. 

2.00 Live International Rugby Union. 

Wales v Georgia (Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.30 

Final Score. 5.10 Len Goodman’s 

Partners in Rhyme. 5.40 BBC News. 

5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Hannah 
Waddingham, Gemma Whelan, 
Jeff Rawle, Chris Rankin, David 
Dixon, Sandra Dickinson, Norman 
Lovett and Hattie Hayridge take 
part in a sci-fi and fantasy edition 
of the quiz. 

6.45 Strictly Come Dancing. The star- 
studded dance contest reaches its 
most dazzling annual milestone, 
as the eight remaining pro¬ 
celebrity duos depart from London 
and head north to the Lancashire 
coast, where they put their skills to 
the test against the iconic 
backdrop of Blackpool Tower 
Ballroom. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman open proceedings by 
introducing a grand-scale group 
performance, in which the couples 
are joined on the dancefloor by 
judges Shirley Balias, Darcey 
Bussell, Bruno Tonioli and Craig 
Revel Horwood. Already a 
glamorous affair, Strictly turns the 
dial well and truly up to 11 for its 
yearly trip to the northern resort 
town, with even more glitzy sets 
and routines that push the 
performers to their limits. With the 
grand final now only a month 
away, the stars once again face the 
judges’ scrutiny ahead of yet 
another elimination. 

8.10 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. 

New series. The comedian’s family 
entertainment show returns, as 
Emeli Sande and Joe Lycett 
perform, and former Labour MP Ed 
Balls plays Celebrity Send to All. 

9.10 Casualty. The day of Charlotte’s 
christening arrives, and Robyn is 
dumbfounded when she bumps 
into Glen - her terminally ill ex¬ 
fiance - who Dylan has been 
secretly preparing for a reunion. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches. 

11.50The NFL Show. 

12.20 Film: Man on the Moon. (1999) 

2.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.15 

BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.15 Holiday of My Lifetime with Len 
Goodman. (R) 7.00 Nature’s Weirdest 
Events. (R) 7.30 Naomi’s Nightmares of 
Nature. 8.00 Deadly 60. (R) 8.30 Show 
Me What You’re Made Of. 9.00 Saturday 
Mash-Up! 11.00 Natural World: Tiger 
Dynasty. (R) 12.00 Rick Stein’s Long 
Weekends. (R) 1.00 Italy Unpacked. (R) 
2.00 Live Tennis: ATP World Tour Finals. 
The opening semi-final of the singles 
competition. 4.30 Mastermind. (R) 5.00 
Live International Rugby Union. Scotland 
v New Zealand (Kick-off 5.15pm). 

7.30 International Rugby Union. 
England v Australia. Lee McKenzie 
presents action from the autumn 
international at Twickenham, 
where the hosts were looking to 
continue their fine run against the 
Wallabies. With commentary by 
Sara Orchard and Brian Moore. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Jones buys black- 
market pigeons from wheeler- 
dealer Walker - but is horrified to 
discover the birds were taken from 
Trafalgar Square. Comedy, starring 
Clive Dunn and James Beck. (R) 

9.00 My Country. A TV adaptation of 
the National Theatre production of 
the same name, written by Poet 
Laureate Carol Ann Duffy and 
director Rufus Norris. Compiled in 
the days following the Brexit vote, 
using testimonies from people 
aged nine to 97, the play 
interweaves real interviews with 
speeches from party leaders, as 
Britannia - a personification of the 
nation itself - calls a meeting to 
listen to the opinions of her 
people. Amid passionate debate, 
barbed rebuttals and divided 
perspectives, she seeks an answer 
to the question of whether there 
can ever be a true United 
Kingdom. 

9.55 Ql XL. Extended edition of Sandi 
Toksvig’s debut as host, in which 
Alan Davies, Cariad Lloyd, 

Romesh Ranganathan and Phill 
Jupitus answer questions 
associated with the letter n. 

10.40 David Gilmour: Live at Pompeii. 
Highlights of the guitarist’s 
concerts at the ancient Pompeii 
amphitheatre in Rome in July 
2016, featuring songs from his 
solo career as well as several Pink 
Floyd favourites. 

11.40 Film: Spike Island. (2012) Drama, 
starring Elliott Tittensor. 

1.20 Film: Badlands. (1973) 2.50 This Is 
BBC Two. 4.30 Live Rugby League World 
Cup. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Mission 
Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.10 
Ultimate Spider-Man: Web Warriors. 

7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Fangbone. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. 
(R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Thunderbirds Are 
Go. 9.00 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 
Saturday Morning with James Martin. 
11.20 Gino’s Italian Coastal Escape. (R) 

11.50 ITV News; Weather. 11.55 The X 
Factor Live. (R) 1.30 ITV Racing: Live 
from Cheltenham. 4.00 Thunderbirds 
Are Go. (R) 4.30 The Harbour. (R) 5.00 
The Cruise. (R) 5.30 Paul O’Grady: For 
the Love of Dogs. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show in which 
three contestants guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues, before one of 
them plays to win £50,000. (R) 

6.50 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates more comedy 
mishaps submitted by viewers, 
including a fireball exploding over 
a family, and a toddler managing 
to fire a champagne cork into his 
mother’s eye. 

7.15 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
host the fourth heat, as 
competitors from across the UK 
test their strength, speed and 
courage in the obstacle-course 
challenge. (R) 

8.10 The X Factor Live. The talent 
show enters its fourth weekend of 
live eliminations, while two acts 
battle it out for another “money- 
can’t-buy” prize, the least popular 
could face elimination. 

9.40 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 
host is joined by comedy star 
Peter Kay, The Hobbit and Beauty 
and the Beast actor Luke Evans, 
and actress and singer Sheridan 
Smith. Last in the series. 

10.40 ITV News; Weather. 

10.55 Film: First Blood. (1982) A 

Vietnam veteran escapes unjust 
imprisonment and flees into the 
wilderness, where he fights the 
law on his own terms. Action 
thriller, with Sylvester Stallone. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Triathlon: Challenge Aruba. 6.40 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.05 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 
Frasier. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.25 The 
Big Bang Theory. 8.55 The Big Bang 
Theory. 9.25 The Simpsons. (R) 9.55 
The Simpsons. (R) 10.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.50 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 12.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

12.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.25 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.00 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 2.30 A Place in the Sun: 
Home or Away. (R) 3.30 A Place in the 
Sun: Home or Away. (R) 4.30 Best Laid 
Plans. 5.35 Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Volatile Earth: Killer Hurricanes. 
The documentary series exploring 
the impact of past natural 
disasters concludes with its most 
recent example, the Great 
Hurricane of 1780. Claiming the 
lives of almost 28,000 people 
across the Caribbean, the Great 
Hurricane is thought to have been 
the most deadly in recorded 
history, and scientists pick 
through the debris left behind to 
paint a picture of the scale, speed 
and ferocity with which the storm 
would have hit the woefully 
unprepared islands. Last in the 
series. Previously seen on More4. 
8.00 First Humans: The Cave 
Discovery. Documentary 
following the discovery of 
fossilised remains in a South 
African cave that were revealed to 
have come from a previously 
unknown species of human 
ancestor. (R) 

9.00 Film: Lucy. (2014) A courier is 
kidnapped and forced to become a 
drug mule. When she is exposed 
to the experimental chemicals she 
is smuggling, it boosts her 
intelligence and reflexes to 
superhuman levels. She uses her 
newfound abilities to get revenge 
on her captors, but as the process 
continues, she evolves into 
something more than human. Sci- 
fi thriller, starring Scarlett 
Johansson and Morgan Freeman. 
10.45 Film: R.l.P.D. (2013) A cop killed 
in the line of duty is recruited by a 
ghostly police force assigned to 
battle evil spirits. Fantasy 
adventure, starring Ryan Reynolds 
and Jeff Bridges. 

12.35 The Simpsons. (R) 1.25 The Last 
Leg. (R) 2.20 Hollyoaks. 4.30 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.25 Draw It! (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.30 Access. 11.35 Film: 
Christmas Truce. (2015) 1.20 Film: Deck 
the Halls. (2006) Christmas comedy, 
starring Danny DeVito and Matthew 
Broderick. 3.05 Film: A Belle for 
Christmas. (2014) Family adventure, 
starring Dean Cain. 4.05 5 News Update. 

4.10 Film: A Belle for Christmas. (2014) 
Concluded. 5.00 Film: Christmas in 
Homestead. (2016) Premiere. Romantic 
drama, starring Taylor Cole and Michael 
Rady. 

6.00 5 News Update. 

6.05 Film: Christmas in Homestead. 

(2016) Concluded. 

7.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

West London, agents Max and 
Cona chase up more than £2,000 
in unpaid parking fines, while 
officers in Lancashire try to collect 
£4,000 owed for unpaid nursery 
fees. (R) 

7.55 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Gareth and Mitch are in north 
Devon with a writ to recover more 
than £8,000 owed by a dissatisfied 
customer to a supplier of windows 
and doors. In Nottingham, Stewart 
and Vic are on an eviction that will 
test their patience to the limits, 
with a landlord who wants his 
property back after months of rent 
arrears and alleged anti-social 
behaviour. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Reading 
v Wolverhampton Wanderers and 
Queens Park Rangers v Aston 
Villa. 

9.55 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from Leagues One and Two, 
including Rotherham United v 
Shrewsbury Town and Wigan 
Athletic v Bradford City. 

10.25NCIS: New Orleans. The team 
investigates when a private plane 
crashes in a bayou, Gregorio tries 
to decide whether to stay in New 
Orleans or return to Washington. 
11.20NCIS: New Orleans. The team 
investigates when a Navy Seal 
candidate is killed weeks before 
his graduation, and LaSalle tries to 
avoid an old flame. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Haunting 
of Briar House. (2015) 4.40 Access. 4.55 
Great Artists. (R) 5.20 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Natural World 8.00 The Mekong 
River with Sue Perkins 9.00 1 Know Who 
You Are 12.15 The Vietnam War 1.15 Top 
of the Pops: 1984 1.50 Natural World 

2.50 The Mekong River with Sue Perkins 

3.50 Close 
ITV2 

12.15 Take Me Out 1.30 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 2.00 Film: Beethoven’s 
2nd (1993) 3.00 FYI Daily 3.05 Film: 
Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 3.50 Film: Step 
Up (2006) 4.55 FYI Daily 5.00 Film: Step 
Up (2006) 6.00 Film: Jack the Giant 
Slayer (2013) 7.05 FYI Daily 7.10 Film: 
Jack the Giant Slayer (2013) 8.10 Film: 
Quantum of Solace (2008) 9.10 FYI Daily 

9.15 Film: Quantum of Solace (2008) 
10.25 Celebrity Juice 11.10 Family Guy 

I. 00 American Dad! 1.55 Release the 
Hounds 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

II. 00 Film: Columbo: The Conspirators 
(1978) 1.00 Foyle’s War 3.00 Midsomer 
Murders 11.05 The Syndicate 12.15 
Foyle’s War 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.35 The Big Fish Off 12.35 Shed and 
Buried 2.35 Film: The Alamo (1960) 3.50 
FYI Daily 3.55 Film: The Alamo (1960) 

5.55 Hornblower7.55 River Monsters 
9.00 An Audience with Billy Connolly 
10.05 Film: American Gangster (2007) 
11.05 FYI Daily 11.10 Film: American 
Gangster (2007) 1.10 The Sweeney 2.10 
The Classic Car Show 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 How I Met Your Mother 12.00 
Film: The Dog Who Saved Christmas 
(2009) 1.50 Toy Story Toons: Small Fry 
2.00 The Goldbergs 4.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: The Mechanic (2011) 

10.50 Gogglebox 12.55 Naked Attraction 
2.00 Rude Tube 3.25 Gogglebox 4.20 
Rules of Engagement 

Film4 

11.00 Song of the Sea (2014)1.00 
Picture Perfect (1997) 3.05 Just Wright 
(2010) 5.05 Rio (2011) 6.55 Dante’s 
Peak (1997) 9.00 Darkman (1990) A 
scientist is left disfigured by a criminal 
gang and seeks revenge on those 
responsible. Thriller, with Liam Neeson 
and Frances McDormand. 11.00 Aliens 
(1986) Lone survivor Ripley joins a 
military expedition that encounters 
hordes of the creatures that wiped out 
her crew. Sci-fi thriller sequel, with 
Sigourney Weaver and Michael Biehn. 
2.05 Rare Exports: A Christmas Tale 
(201 0)3.50 Close 



Little Trains of the Pyrenees 

by Rail 


8 days from £799, April - October 2018 


2018 BROCHURE OUT NOW! 

Our River Cruise collection aboard MS Serenity 8t MPS Lady Anne is out now for 2018. Explore 
some of the Europe’s great rivers including the Rhine, Danube and the Dutch waterways. 


Cruise the Rhine to Switzerland 

ak^arrl MPC I ark/ Anno Ik 


12 days from £1245, May - August 2018 


2018 BROCHURE OUT NOW! 

Relax and enjoy one of our expertly planned fully escorted holidays by rail. With travel into the 
heart of Europe by Eurostar you can choose from short breaks, classic tours, lakes and mountains 
to superb destinations. 




Step aboard brightly coloured trains as we explore the Spanish and French Pyrenees mountain range 
and enjoy the scenic variety and cultural diversity of this special realm. 

Includes: Journey on the Yellow Train in the Pyrenees, the Red Train in the Pyrenees 
& the Nuria Valley Railway 

Price Includes 

• Return Eurostarfrom London to Paris • Wine served with evening meals 

• ReturnTGVfrom Paris to Perpignan • VisittoThuirwith winetasting 

• Connecting rail/coach journeys • VisittoFigueres&entrancetotheDali'Museum 

• Sevennights'halfboardaccommodationinRoses • Servicesof ourTourManager 

• Welcomedrinkondaytwo 


This sensational cruise showcases the highlights of the Rhine at every twist and turn, as we follow its 
course in the countries of Germany, France and Switzerland. 

Visits to Koblenz, Rudesheim, Mainz, Speyer, Strasbourg, Breisach, Basel & Mannheim 


Price Includes 

• Executive return coach travel from a departure 
point nearyou 

• Return overnight ferry from Hull to Rotterdam 
in an en suite cabin 

• Welcome drink, Captain's get-together 
& party night 


En suite cabin accommodation aboard the 
MPS Lady Anne 
Full board duringyourcruise 
Entertainment every night of your cruise 

> Excursion to Lucerne 

> Services of a Cruise Manager 


To book or request a brochure call 01858 438310 Quote OM17 

or visit arenarailholidays.co.uk A^SEklA 

Operated by Arena Rail Holidays. Prices are per person & based on two people sharing. Single supplement applies. RAIL HO LI DAYS 


#ABTA 


To book or request a brochure call 01858 438493 Quote OM17 
or visit rivercruiseline.co.uk 


Operated by The River Cruise Line. Prices are per person & based o 


o people sharing. Single supplement applies. 


RIVER ® 
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I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! 

(ITV, 9pm) 

New series. Ant and Dec 
present the celebrity survival 
challenge, as another batch of 
famous faces are flown out to 
the Australian jungle, where 
they can look forward to 
completing the usual round of 
tough daily tasks and dreaded 
Bushtucker Trials until one of 
them is chosen as this year’s 
king or queen. At the time of 
going to press, no contestants 
have been confirmed, but 
whoever is brave enough to 
take up the challenge will face 
the toughest journey to the 
camp that the series has ever 
featured - plus several brand 
new surprises. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

BBC Newsroom Live. 11.00 Regional 

Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Regional 

Programme. 1.45 Money for Nothing. 

(R) 2.30 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.00 

Songs of Praise. 3.35 Children in Need: 

The Best Bits. 4.50 Blue Planet II. (R) 

5.50 BBC News. 

6.05 Regional Programme. 

6.15 Countryfile. The rural affairs show 
visits Hertfordshire, where 
Charlotte Smith makes the 
acquaintance of a man who has 
made it is mission to save the 
barbel in the Old River Lea. Sean 
Fletcher build a home fit for a 
kingfisher, and John Craven 
revisits his scouting days by 
cooking on a woodland fire. Plus, 
Adam Henson tours an estate 
where “rewilding” and farming sit 
side-by-side, and Tom Heap 
examines the science behind 
culling, as the contentious badger 
cull enters its fifth year. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman present the results of 
last night’s show before another 
couple leaves the contest. 
Featuring music from Alfie Boe, 
Michael Ball and Tears for Fears. 

8.00 Blue Planet II. Wildlife that live 
thousands of kilometres from 
land, featuring footage of baby 
turtles using debris as life rafts 
and sperm whales hunting for 
squid deep beneath the surface. 

9.00 Howards End. A death is followed 
by an unusual final request that 
throws the deceased’s family into 
confusion. The Schlegels face 
eviction from their home, which is 
due to be demolished. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 

Chapman presents highlights of 
the day’s only Premier League 
match, featuring Watford v West 
Ham United at Vicarage Road. 

II. 15 Ronny Chieng: International 

Student. Professor Dale is 
impressed at the badminton skills 
of Ronny and his friends, and 
forces them to play for the 
college’s Australian rules football 
team in a crucial game. 

11.45 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. (R) 

12.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.50 BBC News. 


BBC2 


7.30 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 
8.35 Countryfile. (R) 9.30 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 Food & Drink. 
(R) 11.30 My Life on a Plate. (R) 12.15 
M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 International Rugby 
Union. (R) 2.00 Rugby League World 
Cup. 3.30 Wild Brazil. (R) 4.30 Coast. 

(R) 5.00 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Live Tennis: ATP World Tour 
Finals. Sue Barker presents 
coverage from day eight at the 02 
in London, featuring the final of 
the singles competition. Last 
year’s showpiece match saw Andy 
Murray win this title for the first 
time in his career following a 6-3, 
6-4 victory over Novak Djokovic, 
which also meant he would end 
the year as the number one-ranked 
player in the world. Subsequent 
programmes are subject to 
change. 

9.00 Britain’s Cycling Superheroes: 
What Price Success? The 

controversy surrounding Britain’s 
international cyclists, examining 
how Dave Brailsford and Shane 
Sutton have led the nation to a run 
of recent successes in both the 
Olympics and the Tour de France, 
even as their methods have 
suffered criticism. 

10.00 Snowfall. Franklin must make a 
dangerous choice, Teddy tries to 
find out the truth about Logan’s 
death, and Lucia makes Oso a full 
partner-without telling Pedro. 
Guest starring RZA. 

10.40 Mock the Week. Dara 0 Briain and 
Hugh Dennis front a special edition 
of the topical comedy show 
featuring best bits and unseen 
material from the series. (R) 

11.10Film: The Lighthouse. (2016) 
Premiere. Two men are assigned 
to keep a lighthouse on an island 
in the Irish sea in 1801. A freak 
storm cuts the island off from the 
mainland for months on end, and 
the isolation drives both men to 
the brink of madness, with 
devastating consequences. Fact- 
based thriller, starring Mark Lewis 
Jones and Michael Jibson. 

12.50 Sign Zone: Question Time. Topical 
debate from Newcastle, with panellists 
Shadow Foreign Secretary Emily 
Thornberry, former Liberal Democrat 
leader Tim Farron, novelist Val 
McDermid and journalist Rod Liddle. (R) 

1.50 Holby City. Oliver is determined to 
win funding for his chest wall 
reconstruction project. (R) 2.50 This Is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Mission 
Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.10 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ben 10. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Make It 
Pop. (R) 9.00 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Australian 
Wilderness with Ray Mears. (R) 10.00 
Peston on Sunday. 11.05 Film: Carry On 
Screaming. (1966) 12.55 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.05 The X Factor Live. (R] 

2.35 Midsomer Murders. (R) 4.30 Elton 
John: The Nation’s Favourite Song. (R) 
6.05 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Bradley Walsh presents as 
celebrity contestants Mark 
Billingham, AldoZilli, Lucy 
Pargeter and Joey Essex pit their 
wits against ruthless quiz genius 
the Chaser in the hope of winning 
a potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds. They must 
work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. 

7.30 The X Factor Live. The fourth 
weekend of live shows comes to a 
conclusion, with the remaining 
acts competing to impress the 
audience and the judges and retain 
their place in the contest for 
another week. Presented by 
Dermot O’Leary. 

9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! New series. Ant and Dec 
present the celebrity survival 
challenge, as another batch of 
famous faces are flown out to the 
Australian jungle. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston and Allegra Stratton. (R) 
12.00 Gone to Pot: American Road Trip. 
Linda Robson, Pam St Clement, 
Christopher Biggins, John Fashanu and 
Bobby George go on a road trip across 
America to explore the pros and cons of 
legalising marijuana. (R) 12.50 
Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas. 3.00 
Motorsport UK. 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.00 Kevin Can Wait. 6.25 Kevin Can 
Wait. 6.45 Kevin Can Wait. 7.10 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie’s Quick & 
Easy Food. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

I. 30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
3.00 Film: Mr Popper’s Penguins. 

(2011) Family comedy, starring Jim 
Carrey. 4.50 Channel 4 News. 5.20 Film: 
Men in Black II. (2002) Sci-fi comedy 
sequel, starring Will Smith and Tommy 
Lee Jones. 

7.00 Messages Home: Lost Films of 
the British Army. Documentary 
about filmed messages made by 
British soldiers serving in Burma 
during the Second World War, 
which were recently recovered in a 
Manchester Town Hall basement. 
The footage features messages 
from the soldiers to their families 
at home, including a father 
speaking to a daughter he has not 
met, a decorated veteran troubled 
by the thought of killing, and a 
gunner longing to return to the 
woman he loved. (R) 

8.00 Guy Martin’s WWI Tank. The 
presenter builds a working replica 
of a First World War tank to mark 
the centenary of the Battle of 
Cambrai, and takes his tank 
driving test so he can take his 
creation on to the streets for 
Lincoln’s Remembrance Day 
parade. He also delves into the 
history of the earliest armoured 
vehicles, the soldiers who crewed 
them, and the women who built 
them. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 
households’ instant reactions 
to what they are watching on TV 
from the comfort of their own 
sofas. (R) 

II. 00 Film: Atonement. (2007) A girl 

accuses her sister’s lover of a 
crime he did not commit, unaware 
her actions will have tragic 
repercussions. Romantic period 
drama, starring Keira Knightley 
and James McAvoy. 

1.15 The Secret Life of 4 Year Olds. 
Cameras follow playground friendships, 
romances and rivalries. (R) 2.10 The 
Supervet. (R) 3.05 Grand Designs 
Australia. (R) 4.00 Gillette World Sport. 
4.25 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 4.55 Mobil 1 
The Grid. (R) 5.20 Jamie’s Comfort 
Food. (R) 5.35 Countdown. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.20 Poppy 
Cat. (R) 6.35 Wissper. (R) 6.40 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.45 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 

6.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.15 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.25 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.35 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.50 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.30 
Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 8.50 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.00 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Football on 5: 

The Championship. (R) 11.25 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 11.50 Cruising With 
Jane McDonald. 12.10 Cats Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 12.40 Film: 

Chasing Christmas. (2005) 2.20 Film: 
Santa Who? (2000) 3.25 5 News Update. 
3.30 Film: Santa Who? (2000) 
Concluded. 4.10 Film: Pirates of the 
Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl. 
(2003) 5.10 5 News Update. 5.15 Film: 
Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of 
the Black Pearl. (2003) Concluded. 

7.00 Christmas Makes You Laugh Out 

Loud, lain Lee presents 
Christmas-themed videos that 
have taken the internet by storm in 
a seasonal special showcasing 
hilarious online clips with a festive 
twist. (R) 

8.00 Aviva Premiership Rugby 

Highlights. Mark Durden-Smith 
and David Flatman present action 
from the eighth round of matches, 
including Gloucester v Saracens, 
Exeter Chiefs v Harlequins and 
Leicester Tigers v Sale Sharks. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Happy 90th: Ken Dodd In His Own 
Words. Profile of the comedian, 
incorporating some of his best 
performances alongside rare 
archive interviews and 
contributions from friends, 
colleagues and fellow comics. (R) 
11.05 Happy 90th: Another Audience 
with Ken Dodd. The frantic 
Merseyside funnyman entertains a 
star-studded audience. Among 
those attending are Claire 
Sweeney, Martin Clunes, Gary 
Rhodes, Ann Widdecombe and 
Ricky Tomlinson. (R) 

12.20 Britain’s Best Double Acts. (R) 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors. (R) 4.00 My Mum’s Hotter 
Than Me! (R) 4.50 Great Artists. (R) 

5.20 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Stunning Soloists at the 
BBC 9.00 Shark 10.00 Country Music 
Awards 2017: Highlights 11.00 Rich 
Hall’s CountrierThan You 12.30 Country 
at the BBC 1.30 Stunning Soloists at the 
BBC 2.30 Shark 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

1.00 Take Me Out 2.15 You’ve Been 
Framed! Top 100 Animals 3.15 Film: 
Happy Feet Two (2011) 4.15 FYI Daily 

4.20 Film: Happy Feet Two (2011) 5.20 
Film: Despicable Me (2010) 6.20 FYI 
Daily 6.25 Film: Despicable Me (2010) 
7.10 Film: Inception (2010) 8.10 FYI 
Daily 8.15 Film: Inception (2010) 10.15 
Family Guy 10.45 I’m a Celebrity: Extra 
Camp 11.45 Family Guy 12.45 American 
Dad! 1.45 The Keith Lemon Sketch Show 

2.15 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

1.20 Film: Murder on the Orient Express 
(1974) 2.20 FYI Daily 2.25 Film: Murder 
on the Orient Express (1974) 3.55 Film: 
Columbo: Make Me a Perfect Murder 

S 6.00 Wycliffe 7.05 Agatha 
e’s Marple 9.00 The Syndicate 
10.10 Film: The Theory of Everything 
(2014) 11.15 FYI Daily 11.20 Film: The 
Theory of Everything (2014) 12.35 The 
Knock 2.35 Mr Selfridge 3.25 Wycliffe 
ITV4 

1.30 ITV Racing Live at Cheltenham and 
Fontwell Park. 4.00 Film: The Alamo 
(1960) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 Film: The 
Alamo (1960) 7.15 Football’s Greatest: 
George Best 7.30 River Monsters 8.00 
The Chase: Celebrity Special 9.00 Film: 
Cliffhanger (1993) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: Cliffhanger (1993) 11.15 Film: 

Hard to Kill (1990) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 
Film: Hard to Kill (1990) 1.20 River 
Monsters 1.50 The Avengers 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Made in Chelsea12.00 Don’t Tell 
the Bride 1.00 Film: Alvin and the 
Chipmunks: The Squeakquel (2009) 2.45 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 3.00 The 
Goldbergs 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 
8.00 Film: Rise of the Planet of the Apes 
(2011) 10.05 Naked Attraction 11.05 The 
Big Bang Theory 12.05 Gogglebox 1.05 
First Dates 2.10 Rude Tube 
Film4 

1 .00 Thunderbirds (2004) 2.50 When 
Marnie Was There (2014) 4.55 Letters to 
Juliet (2010) 7.00 The Cold Light of Day 
(2012) 9.00 Exodus: Gods and Kings 
(2014)11.55 Legion (2010)1.55 
Lovelace (2013) 3.50 Close 



CELEBRATE THE ROYAL 70™ WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

Join us for our celebration of the Royal 70th Wedding Anniversary on 21 November between 
2pm and 4pm and meet other like-minded people who have already taken the plunge 
and moved to Alder House, your age exclusive development in Aldridge. Enjoy a glass of fizz 
and afternoon tea while enjoying a nostalgic trip back in time. 

RSVP on 0800 882 1766 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Nanny for Christmas, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

An unemployed advertising executive gets a job as an 
au pair and tries to give the kids in her charge a break 
from their rigidly organised lives. She tries to impress 
an executive she is attracted to by claiming to still be 
in the advertising business, a deception that proves 
hard to maintain. Romantic comedy, starring 
Emmanuelle Vaugier and Richard Ruccolo. (2010) 

TUESDAY 

Dear Secret Santa, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman receives a series of anonymous Christmas 
cards which appear to be from an old friend of hers 
who recently died. Drama, starring Tatyana Ali and Bill 
Cobbs. (2013) 

WEDNESDAY 

A Snow Globe Christmas, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A cynical TV executive accidentally knocks herself out 
while railing against the disappointments of her life. 
She wakes up to find herself in another world, where 
she is married with two children. As she comes to 
realise she is not dreaming, she must decide which 
life she wants to live. Festive fantasy, starring Alicia 
Witt, Donald Faison and Christina Milian. (2013) 



THURSDAY 

Wild Card, Channel 5, 9pm 

Las Vegas bodyguard Nick Wild finds himself dealing 
with more than just his gambling problem after he 
takes revenge on the criminal who attacked his friend, 
little realising that the thug in question is the son of a 
mob boss. Action thriller, starring Jason Statham, 
Michael Angarano and Milo Ventimiglia. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

Boyhood, Channel 4,12.05am 

A boy goes through a series of changes in his life, 
beginning as a six-year-old facing a reunion with 
his estranged father and a move to a new house. As 
he grows up, the youngster deals with further 
upheavals that shape his view of the world. Richard 
Linklater’s drama filmed over the course of 12 years, 
starring Ellar Coltrane, Patricia Arquette and Ethan 
Hawke. (2014) 


Mary serves up a tasty treat 
in her new culinary show 


C hannel 4’s version of The 
Great British Bake Off has 
now aired, and most people 
would probably declare it to be a 
success - even if new judge Prue 
Leith did stumble at the final hurdle 
by accidentally tweeting the identity 
of the winner hours before the last 
episode aired. 

But despite the revamped Bake 
Off’s continuing popularity, it seems 
unlikely that original presenters Mel 
Giedroyc and Sue Perkins and 
judge Mary Berry are regretting not 
following the show to its new home 
- for a start, they simply haven’t had 
time. 

Mel and Sue have been busy 
hosting everything from Saturday 
night singing contests to 
travelogues about the Ganges, 
while Mary brought us Mary Berry 
Everyday and is due to judge a new 
televised contest, provisionally titled 
Britain’s Best Cook. She’s also set 
to be reunited with her old Bake Off 
friends for the festive special Mary, 
Mel and Sue’s Surprise Party, which 
sees the trio coming together to 
throw a bash for the regulars at a 


South Wales community centre. 

But before that, Mary is hosting 
the new series Country House 
Secrets, which sees her exploring 
some of the nation’s most beloved 
stately homes - and finding out 
more about the food that has been 
served there. 

In the process, she will learn 
about life both upstairs and 
downstairs, meeting the house’s 
present-day custodians and the 
dedicated staff as she explores the 
kitchens, gardens and private 
rooms, many of which are usually 
off-limits to visitors. 

And what she learns will inspire 
her to make her own special 
recipes, celebrating the heritage 
and legacy of the houses. 

Mary Berry says: “I am so excited 
to be doing this new series with the 
BBC -1 have always had an 
enquiring mind so I know I will be 
inspired by the Great Houses we 
visit.” 

Tanya Shaw, Managing Director of 
Shine TV added: “I can’t think of 
anyone more perfect to tell the 


stories of these great households 
and to bring us such a unique 
insight into Britain’s rich culinary 
past.” 

In the opening edition, Mary 
heads to Highclere Castle in 
Hampshire, which is home to the 
8th Earl and Countess of Carnarvon 
and is now most famous as the real- 
life Downton Abbey - it was the 
main location for the acclaimed 
period drama. However, it’s also 
renowned as a setting for some of 
the most lavish and influential 
weekend parties in history. 

As well as learning more about the 
property’s illustrious past, Mary also 
discovers what it takes to keep such 
a grand home like this going in 
today’s world as she talks to the 
family, staff and the estate’s loyal 
group of gamekeepers. 

Then Mary takes to the kitchen to 
prepare an elaborate menu for a 
grand finale dinner, including 
raspberry tartlets and a 
gamekeeper’s stew. Surely even 
Maggie Smith’s imperious Dowager 
Countess wouldn’t be able to find 
fault with that. 



A m IB 

Mary Berry’s Country House Secrets, Wednesday, BBC1,8pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Would I Lie to You? 

BBC1, 8.30pm 

New series. Comedian and writer David Baddiel, 
former MP and Strictly Come Dancing 2016 star Ed 
Balls, stand-up and actress Jo Brand and 
ex-Pussycat Doll and Celebrity MasterChef 2015 
winner Kimberly Wyatt join host Rob Brydon and 
captains David Mitchell and Lee Mack as the 
comedy panel show returns for its 11th series. As 
usual, the participants aim to hoodwink their 
opponents with absurd facts and plausible lies 
about themselves in a bid to secure a team victory 
and the dubious honour of being dubbed Rob’s liar 
of the week. 

TUESDAY 

The Martin Lewis Money Show Live 
ITV, 8pm 

Interest rates went up recently for the first time in an 
age, so it’s rather timely that Martin Lewis is back 
with a live, two-hour special, in which he will no 
doubt address some of the issues that may cause 
for consumers. Credit card lending, energy prices 
and inflation are already on the up, and so the 
financial expert is determined to keep their impact 
on the general public down with some top tips to 
keep cash in your wallet. Christmas is looming too, 



which can be a difficult time for those already 
struggling to make ends meet. There’s advice on 
where to find the best bargains and Black Friday 
offers that should enable us to snap up cheap gifts 
and gadgets. Plus, consumers from across the 
country are being invited to pitch their questions to 
Lewis live on the night. 

WEDNESDAY 

The Secret Life of the Zoo 

Channel 4, 8pm 

The keepers try to work out why male red panda 
Jung is losing weight, with a full medical 
examination scheduled after a special diet fails to 
solve the problem. West African mandrill JC is 
being challenged for his dominant position by 
his sons Ludo and Jareth and, while JC is 
taken for some health checks, Ludo gets 
‘over-friendly’ with his dad’s girlfriend. 

Tempers start to fray among Chester Zoo’s 
Humboldt penguin colony during the annual 
moult - can youngsters Frazzle and Munch 
avoid being picked on by the grown-ups? 

THURSDAY 

The Search for a Miracle Cure 
Channel 4,10pm 

Documentary following leading 


lawyer Mark Lewis, the man who fought the News 
of the World in the phone hacking scandal, as he 
joins a clinical trial that might offer a breakthrough 
cure for multiple sclerosis. He learned he had the 
condition at the age of 25 but his high-profile battle 
with the tabloids has exacerbated his symptoms. 

Now 50, he travels to Hadassah University 
Medical Centre in Jerusalem, where 
the work being done could have a 
positive impact on neurological 
conditions such as Alzheimer’s and 
Parkinson’s. 

FRIDAY 

The World’s Greatest 
Bridges 

Channel 5, 8pm 

The latest episode of 
this series should be 
even more insightful 
than usual, as 
engineer Rob Bell 
isn’t just examining 
two bridges - he 
also meets the man 
who designed them, 

■ world-renowned 
British architect 


Jamie 

Fridav. Channel 4. 8om 


Norman Foster. Bell begins by learning more 
about the world’s tallest bridge, the Millau Viaduct, 
which rises 343m over the river Tarn in southern 
France. It also has a claim to be the most beautiful 
bridge in the world and has become a tourist 
attraction in its own right, but it was also designed 
to be functional, taking traffic across the 2.5 km 
wide Tarn gorge. Bell discovers that at the same 
time that Foster was working on the viaduct, he 
was also creating London’s Millennium Bridge, 
which caused controversy when it was found to 
wobble. 

Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast 
Channel 4, 8pm 

New series. Guest Simon Pegg joins Jamie Oliver 
and Jimmy Doherty as they rustle up dishes for the 
weekend from their cafe on Southend Pier. On the 
menu is a melt-in-the mouth lamb tagine, inspired 
by Simon’s time spent filming in Morocco. Jamie 
prepares an indulgent Provencal bake, made by 
layering pancakes and packing them full of smoked 
ham and oozy cheese. This series sees Jimmy use 
his DIY skills to create imaginative solutions to food 
dilemmas, starting with a Korean barbecue served 
to a wheelchair rugby team from an innovative 
picnic table. Plus, the boys champion for more free- 
range duck farming in the UK. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


WORK!!! 


REACH 

CUSTOMERS 

QUICK 


“For over 30 years we 
have used Express & Star 
classified adverts which 
has resulted in many happy 



“Wednesfield Carpentry 
& Gates are really pleased 
with their classified 
contract advertising 
response.” 


“I average around 10 phone 
calls a week from customers as 
a direct result of my Classified 
Advertising. I am very happy with 
my response levels. “ 


“We have been advertising in the 
Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it 
a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which 
our advertising generates. “ 


“I am extremely happy with 
the Service get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representative and I would 
recommend them to anyone!” 


For a FREE estimation report 
created by our 
PPC consultants, go to: 


Call 01902 319 191 



Brought to you by Express & Star 


Call 01902 319730 or visit: 
www.mnadigital.co.uk 
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Codeword 


1 

14 

A 
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15 
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4 

17 

5 

18 
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9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 



1 

R 

2 

H 

3 

J 

W 

5 

D 

6 ^ 

7 

N 

8 

z 

9 

E 

10 

T 

ii 

L 

12 

P 

13 

K 

14 

s 

15 

A 

16 

Q 

17 

c 

18 

F 

19 

X 

20 

Y 

21 

B 

22 

V 

23 

M 

24 

u 

25 

o 

26 

G 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. In rear adaptation 
telephoned the one 
making adaptations 
( 8 ) 

5. Pass round nothing 
lacking warmth (4) 

9. A sign that 
cattiness brings 
pleasure (4) 

10. Its trend is loud and 
harsh (8) 

11. Conservatively 
correct? (5) 

12. Substitute wrong 
parcel with letter (7) 

13. Mood and tense 
as changed in 
moderation (13) 

18. It is clear father 
backs what he is (8) 

19. Aim and score (4) 

20. Make Peter go 
as person with a 
patron (7) 

21. He is a 
dunderhead, and 
greedy with it (5) 

22. Libertine in the 
garden? (4) 

23. Not the status 
of the sitter, 
presumably (8) 


Down 

2. Having a regular 
system is the 
oriental way (7) 

3. Balloon provides 
ventilation on vessel 
( 7 ) 

4. Go in with wrong 
main intent for 
hospitality (13) 

6. Work in theatre (7) 

7. Correspondence 
from landlords? (7) 

8. It’s easy to make 
bad lies about 
politician (6) 

13. Hunter takes up role 
in repertory (7) 

14. It gets the 
cartographer in the 
library (7) 

15. Got paid for 
not quite being 
scholarly? (6) 

16. Grading a skinflint 
(7) 

17. Is not at stop on the 
line (7) 



Quick Clues: 

Across Down 


1. Hallow (8) 

2. Bottomless (7) 

5. Sour (4) 

3. Distinctly (7) 

9. Cowshed (4) 

4. Waggishness (13) 

10. Mishap (8) 


11. Spruce (5) 

6. Detergent (7) 

12. Special gifts (7) 

7. Loathes (7) 

13. Pun (4,4,5) 

8. Head cushion (6) 

18. Curiosity (8) 

13. Flexible (7) 

19. Slender (4) 

14. Feeler (7) 

20. Slavery (7) 


21. Dense (5) 

15. Tumult (6) 

22. Vivacity (4) 

16. Obsolete (7) 

23. Amaze (8) 

17. Gods (7) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Alpaca; 4 Screws; 9 Well- 
conducted; 10 Looking; 11 Habit; 12 Stops; 

14 Astir; 18 Oiled; 19 Pitcher; 21 National dress; 
22 Steaks; 23 Slates. Down: 1 As well; 2 Pull 
out all the; 3 Cacti; 5 Couches; 6 Establishment; 
7 Sedate; 8 Inigo; 13 Paddock; 15 Points; 

16 Spray; 17 Crises; 20 Tidal. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Chintz; 4 Hamper; 

9 Superstitious; 10 Amiable; 11 Carol; 12 Stick; 
14 Verse; 18 Rifle; 19 Replied; 21 Inappropriate; 
22 Extend; 23 Desert. Down: 1 Casual; 2 In 
point of fact; 3 Throb; 5 Article; 6 Procrastinate; 
7 Result; 8 Strew; 13 Cheapen; 15 Arrive; 

16 Prior; 17 Advent; 20 Purge. 


r 


Quiz 


1. Which scientist was US ambassador to 
France 1776-85? 

2. What is the capital of Luxembourg? 

3. Who became director of the FBI in 1924? 

4. Of what nationality was the astronomer 
Nicolaus Copernicus? 

5. Of what was Goebbels minister in the Third 
Reich? 


6. Who made the golden calf? 

7. Which animal’s fur is called musquash? 

8. For how many matches was John Toshack 
Wales’s manager? 

9. In which US state is Palo Alto? 

10. Who wrote The Mill on the Floss in 1860? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Honshu; 2 Simon Bolivar; 3 General de 
Gaulle; 4 Frankenstein; 5 Elijah; 6 Salmon; 

7 Wolverhampton Wanderers; 8 Norns; 9 China; 
10 Jutland. 

Niner: CONSULATE 


Niner 


"A 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


25971 gives a Surrey town, 

29628 gives a second Surrey town, 

12893641 gives a Surrey village. 



Buy and sell with 
ClassifiedAds 



Classify ed Ads 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


HALF PRICE 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 



To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Auction property 
is ideal first-time 
buy or investment 

An ideal first-time or investment buy, 28 Netley 
Road, Bloxwich, Walsall, is to be auctioned on 
Thursday, November 30 at the Molineux Stadium, 
Wolverhampton, with an auction guide price of 
£80,000. 

Registration will be at 6pm with the auction starting 
at 7pm. 

Having gas central heating and double glazing, this 
end townhouse-style property lies on the popular 
Mossley development. 

Thought ideal for first-time or buy-to-let investors 
alike, the property needs to be viewed in order for it to 
be fully appreciated. 

It has an entrance hall, a lounge with a feature 
fireplace housing a gas fire and a bow window to the 
front. The breakfast kitchen has a range of re-fitted 
wall and base cupboard units with roll top surfaces 
over, an inset four-ring gas hob, integrated electric 
oven with extractor over, a Belfast style one-and-a- 
half a window to the rear and a gas fire. 

A lobby has a door to the rear garden and an 
under-stairs storage cupboard. A utility room has 
plumbing for a washing machine and a Glow Worm 
gas combination boiler. 

Upstairs, the first floor landing has roof access. 

Front bedroom one has a feature fireplace and a 
storage cupboard. 

Bedroom two has views over the rear garden and a 
storage cupboard. 

Being positioned to the rear, the family bathroom 
has a white suite comprising of a panelled bath with 
an electric shower over, pedestal wash hand basin 
and a low flush WC. 

Outside, to the rear of the property there is an 
enclosed garden with lawn and a paved patio and a 
side entrance leading to the front. At the front of the 
property is a paved fore garden. 

Skitts Estate Agents began in 1979 as a partnership 
and has proudly remained so for over 37 years. This 
means the people who own the company, run the 
company on a daily basis and are responsible for all 
aspects of its growth, success and professionalism. 


BLOXWICH £ 80,000 



KEY FEATURES 

Auction property 
2 bedrooms 
Townhouse-style 
Popular development 
Ideal FTB/investment property 





The refreshingly distinctive face of 
Performances" estate agency 


LOVE YOUR 
POSTCODE 

Modern Estate Agents 
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auction 


Birmingham & 
Black Country 


Estate House, Darwall Street, 
Walsall WS1 1 DA 

0121 289 3838 



Auction 

Tuesday 5th 
December 2017 
at 6.00pm Precisely 


Banks’s Stadium, Walsall 
Football Club, Bescot 
Crescent. Walsall. WS1 4SA 

Coleshill Road 
Hodge Hill 


I This traditionally styled gas centrally I 
| heated and double glazed detached I 
1 property is located on a corner plot I 
I in a sought after residential area 
I Birmingham. With good transport I 
I links, the property is in need of | 
some basic modernisation, i 
offers an ideal opportunity for owner I 
I occupation or and an investor.Ground I 
I Floor Enclosed Porch, Reception Hall I 
* with W.C. off, Open plan through I 
' Lounge/Dining Room, Lounge area I 
I measuring 4.56m x 3.44m with bay I 
j to front and feature fireplace, Dining I 
j Area 3.47m x 3.62m with sliding patio I 
] doors to rear Garden. Kitchen 3.23m x 
2.86m with range of units. First Floor I 
I Staircase leads to landing with access I 
I to Bedroom 1 (front) 4.62m x 3.38m, | 
1 Bedroom 2 (rear) 3.48m x 3.41m 
Bedroom 3 (rear) 2.93m x 2.46m, I 
Bathroom with matching suite. 


I A well maintained semi-detached 
I property offering appealing living 
accommodation which of particular 
note enjoys a delightful rear garden 
together with good sized through 
Lounge/Dining Room. Conveniently 
situated close to all local amenities 
including ease of access to the 
| midlands motorway network at 
I junction 7 Great Barr. The gas 
1 centrally heated UPVC double glazed 
property includes Tenure Freehold 
Ground Floor Lounge (3.81m x 3.5m), 
Second reception room (3.58m x 
3.43m), Kitchen (3.25m x 2.03m), 
] First Floor Master Bedroom (3.81m 
I x 3.58m), Bedroom two (3.6m x 
3.4m), Bedroom three(2.5m x 2.3m). 
Outside Garage (7.26m x 3.2m) and a 
delightful rear garden. 


Stag Hill Road 
Bloxwich 


This three bedroom semi 
detached property is in need 
of modernisation throughout. 
This property offers a lot of 
potential and would be 
ideally suited towards an 
investor. With all amenities 
close at hand the property 
comprises: Tenure Freehold 
Ground Floor Reception 
Room (3.9m x 3.9m), 
Kitchen (5.1m x 2.2m) with 
door providing access to 
rear. First Floor Bedroom 
one (4.2m x 2.9m), Bedroom 
two (3.6m x 2.5m), Bedroom 
three (2.5m x 2.3m). 

•Guide Price £70,000 PLUS 


•Guides are provided as an 
indication of each seller’s 
minimum expectation. They are 
not necessarily figures which 
a property will sell for and 
may change at any time prior 
to the auction. Each property 
will be offered subject to a 
Reserve (a figure below which 
the Auctioneer cannot sell the 
property during the auction) 
which we expect will be set 
within the Guide Range or no 
more than 10% above a 
single figure Guide 


www.auctionhouse.uk.net 

birmingham@auctionhouse.uk.net 
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Walsall 01922 711444 

New Office Location 200 High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
goodchilds-uk.com 


J 



newtonfallowellB 

PART OF THE NEWTON FALLOWELL CROUP 



Lichfield Road, Willenhall 

• Substantial Detached Home 

• Six Bedrooms 

• Four Reception Rooms 

• Three Bathrooms 

• 27" Kitchen/Diner 

• EPC-D 


£370,000 



Long Lane, Great Wryley 

• Three Bedroom Semi-Detached 

• Extended Lounge & Dining Room 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Potential for Further Extension 

• Superb Views Across Open Fields 

• EPC-D 


£225,000 



Bentley Lane, Reedswood 

• Immaculate Traditional Link-Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Extended Kitchen 

• Contemporary Style Bathroom 

• Opening Rear Patio Area 

• EPC-D 



Ferndown Close, Turnberry Estate 

• Four Bedroom Detached Property • Corner Plot 


• Double Garage 

• Secluded Cul-de-Sac Location 

• Four Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Potential to Extend (STPP) 


• Off Road Parking 

• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central Heating 

• EPC-TBC 



Woodall Street, Bloxwich 

• Four Bed Detached 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Lounge/Diner 

• Guest W.C. 

• Family Bathroom 

• EPC-C 


Grantown Grove, Turnberry 

• Two Bedroom End Terrace 

• Quiet Cul-de-Sac Location 

• PopularTurnberry Estate 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen/Diner 



Birmingham Road, Walsall 

• Three Storey Semi-Detached 

• Five Generous Bedrooms 

• Three Reception Rooms 

• Kitchen/Conservatory 

• Original Features Throughout 

• EPC - E 


£350,000 



Meadow Lane, Pool Hayes 

• Extended Five Bedroom Property 

• Separate Two Storey Annex 

• Extended Kitchen/Diner 

• Gated Off Road Parking 

• Cul-de-Sac Location 

• EPC-D 


£255,000 



Griffins Crescent, Walsall 


The Kingsford' Design by Taylor Wimpey 
Popular Saddlers Brook Development 
Three Bedroom Semi Detached 
Easy Access to Local Towns and the M6 
Granite Tiled Flooring in Hall & Kitchen 


Regular Public Transport Links 
'Sharps' Fitted Wardrobes 
Detached Garage and Driveway 
Primary & Secondary Schools Close-by 
EPC-C 



Field Road, Bloxwich 


• Beautiful Detached Family Home 

• Four Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Breakfast Kitchen 

• Conservatory 


• DG & GCH 

• Master Bedroom with En-Suite 

• Garage & Driveway 

• Superb Energy Efficiency Rating 

• EPC-C 



Usk Close, Bloxwich 


Rochester Croft, Reedswood 

• Well Presented Semi-Detached 


• Very Well Presented End of Terrace 

• Cul-de-Sac Location 


• Three Bedrooms 

• Driveway for Two Cars 


• Modern Bathroom 

• Ground Floor WC 


• Open Plan Kitchen/Diner 

• Fitted Breakfast Kitchen 


• Conservatory 

• EPC-D 


■ EPC-D 

£140,000 


O.I.E.O £135,000 




Somerfield Road, Bloxwich 

• Extended Mid-Terrace 

• Main Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Extended Breakfast Kitchen 

• Refitted Bathroom 

• EPC - E 


£ 120,000 



Elm Road, Leamore 

• Two Bedroom Semi-Detached Property 

• Driveway and Side Garage 

• Extended Kitchen 

• Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• EPC-D 


0.I.E.0 £115,000 




Saldavian Court, Pleck 

• Two Bedroom Flat 

• Ideal Buy to Let Investment 

• Cul-de-sac Location 

• Close to Pleck Park 

• Garage to Rear 

• EPC - F 


£85,000 



Walker Road, Blakenall 


Two Bedroom Modern Apartment 
Ideal Buy-to-Let (Approx 7% Yield) 
Allocated Parking 
Open Plan Kitchen/Living Area 
Gas Central Heating 


• Double Glazing 

• Shops and Schools Close-By 

• No Chain 

• Viewing Essential 

• EPC-B 


£80,000 


( 

Call 01922 711444 for your Free Valuation 

___ J 



Bloxwich Road, Walsall 

• Beautifully Presented Victorian Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Contemporary Style Kitchen & Bathroom 

• Log Burner in the Lounge 

• EPC-D 


O.I.E.O £110,000 



Hadley Way, Beechdale 

• Deceptively Spacious Mid Town House 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Generous Living Room 

• Bathroom with Separate Shower Cubicle 

• EPC-C 


O.I.E.O £110,000 



Hr Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley - Stafford •Stoke-on-Trent - Telford - Walsall • Wednesbury -Wednesfield - Wolverhampton 
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Semi-detached is 
now on the market 

WILLENHALL 

£165,000 

This modern semi-detached house in Ashburn 
Grove, Willenhall, is for sale through Goodchilds 
at £165,000. 

Including a recently re-styled bathroom, it has three 
bedrooms, an entrance hall, two reception rooms, a 
conservatory, a modern kitchen, double glazing, gas 
central heating, off-road parking and an enclosed 
rear garden. 

In more detail the entrance hallway has laminate 
flooring. The kitchen has a range of modern wall and 
base units with work surfaces incorporating a sink, 
an electric oven with four-ring gas hob and hood 
extractor above, space for a fridge/freezer, plumbing 
for a washing machine, tiled splash backs and tiled 
flooring. 

For further information contact Goodchilds on 
01902 267111 or visit www.goodchilds-uk.com 



Traditional 
detached set 
well back 
from the road 

WALSALL 

£357,500 «< 


Being exceptionally well 
maintained and improved, 
this traditional detached 
property in Birmingham 
Road, Walsall, is for sale 
through Edwards Moore at 
£357,500. 

It is set well back from the 
road beyond a large frontage 
affording ample off-street 
parking. 

It is ideal for the family 
buyer and has potential to be 
extended. 

This double-glazed property 
has a recently upgraded 
central heating system. 

The well-planned 
accommodation includes a 
living room, a dining room, a 
breakfast kitchen, a downstairs 
WC, three bedrooms, a 
bathroom, a garage, off-road 
parking and a large south 
facing rear garden. 

Contact Edwards Moore on 
01922 615222 or visit www. 
edwardsmoore.co.uk 



AUCTIONS 

BIGWOOD- 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY 
UNDER THE HAMMER 


with the West Midlands’ most 
successful auction network* 


N/ 


Entries now invited for 
our next auction 


© 


CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046 


www.sdlauctions.co.uk 


•based on 2016 figures from Essential Information 
Group for number of lots sold for auctioneers based in 
the West Midlands 
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K.Stuart Swash 


| AUCTION \ 

NEXT SALE 
12th December 2017 

Entries to date include: 

Properties for Renovation 

Land with Planning Permission 
for Residential Development. 

Further entries invited 
Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 

(01902) 710626/424044 

Email: swashauctions@btconnect.com 
www.kstuartswash.co.uk 


BOOT 
& SON 


Independent Chartered Surveyor* 
£*tabk%h<*d 1010 


Letting & Property Management 


NEW VENUE 


AUCTION 

Monday 4th December 2017 
7pm Prompt at 

THE GARDEN ROOM, OAK FARM HOTEL 
Watling Street, Hatherton, 
Cannock, WS11 1SB 


AMENITY 

WOODLAND, NORTH 
EAST CANNOCK ROAD, 
FEATHERSTONE,WV10 7AE 


♦ Good sized parcel of freehold 
amenity woodland 

♦ Extending to approximately 1.33 
acres or thereabouts 

♦ Having a good frontage to 
Cannock Road of approximately 
210ft 

GUIDE PRICE £15,000+ 



LAND REAR OF 1-5 
VICTORIA STREET, BROOMHILL, 
CANNOCK, WS11 5QQ 

FREEHOLD WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 

► Potential building land (subject to 
PP being obtained) 

► Vehicular access from Victoria 
Street 

► Site area 945 sq yards (0.195 
acre or 0.079Ha) approx 

GUIDE PRICE £70,000 - £90,000 


Parcel of Amenity Woodland 
North East of 52 Cannock Road, 
Featherstone, Wolverhampton 


Saturday 18 th & 
25 th November 
2 nd December 


BY CALLING ON SITE 
WITH AUCTION CATALOGUE 
TO HAND 

PROSPECTIVE PURCHASERS 
ENTER THE SITE AT THEIR OWN 
RISK 


BY CALLING ON SITE 
WITH AUCTION CATALOGUE TO 
HAND 


Tel: 01543 505454 
www.bootandson.co.uk 


72 CANNOCK ROAD, CHASE TERRACE, 
BURNTWOOD, WS7 1JP 

FREEHOLD WITH VACANT POSSESSION 

► Semi detached 


LOT 3 



house 

♦ In need of 
refurbishment 

♦ Two bedrooms 

♦ Two reception rooms 

♦ Garage 

♦ Partial double 
glazing 

♦ EPC rating tbc 


GUIDE PRICE £75,000+ 



43 HIGH STREET, CHASETOWN, 
BURNTWOOD, WS7 3XE 


► End terraced shop with fait above 

► In need of some repair and improvement 

► Two car parking spaces 

► Electrically rewired 2017 

► Roof stripped and recovered 

► Electric heating 

► EPC Rating G (150) 

GUIDE PRICE £70,000+ 


LOT 5 


LAND REAR OF 
77 OLD FALLOW ROAD, 
CANNOCK, WS11 5QL 

FREEHOLD WITH VACANT 
POSSESSION 

♦ Residential redevelopment site extending to 
0.22 Ha or thereabouts 

♦ Having O.P.P for the erection of 5 detached houses 

♦ Planning application no: 15/0410 Cannock 
Chase Council 

GUIDE PRICE £340,000+ 



1A HOLDEN CRESCENT, 
COALPOOL, WALSALL, WS31PY 


♦ Modern first floor flat 

♦ Requiring some improvement 

♦ Ideal buy to let 

♦ Electric heating (not tested) 

♦ Predominantly double glazed 

♦ EPC rating D (59) 

GUIDE PRICE £30,000+ 




To advertise in property call our experienced 
sales team on 01902 313131 or 


email colin.bailey@expressandstar.co.uk 
or marguerita.evans@expressandstar.co.uk 
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ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services for 
the self employed, rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 


Aerials 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
ANY LIKE FOR LIKE ^ 

1 QUOTATION BEATEN 

Senior Citizen Discounts 
1 2 Year Guarantee I 

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Aldridge Based 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

-Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
yiQBf Cameras supplied & fitted 

-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

sic 


0AP 
DISCOUNTS 
FREE 

QUOTATIONS 



A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 


J P Techniclean 


Carpets, Upholstery, 
Curtains, Leather 
0800 511 8454 Freephone 
07932 766162 Mobile 

^ Local Family Run Business 

M ! www.jptechniclean.co.uk 1994 


SPECIAL HALF 
PRICE OFFERS 

Normal Price Special Price 


Carpets 12ft x 15ft £30 
Lounge 12ft x 21ft £42 
Stairs and Landing £38 

Upholstery 

Chair £20 

2 seater sofa £32 

3 seater sofa £38 

Leather 

Chair £30 

2 Seater Sofa £40 


£15 

£21 

£19 

£10 

£16 

£19 

£15 

£20 


Carpentry 



Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


N 

0, 


?... 

)NS 


NEED EXTRA SPACE 
GARAGE CONVERSION! 

ALSO LOFT LADDER 
SUPPLIED & INSTALLED 

Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 
► Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 

www.jayscarpentry.co.uk 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: . 


mbelectric. co.uk 


Double Glazing 



WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATI0"S, 
WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 

10 YR GUARANTEE 
□1543 504900 E4 HRS 

07748 108035 Est 30 

years 


IS WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU 
Credit Si Debit cards taken 


Driveways 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: westcot.contractors.ltd@gmail.com 


Fencing 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£425 

complete with handles 


External UP VC and composite doors 
also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Late night 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX /hursts 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 7 P m 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


B. J. FENCING SUPPLIES s 

♦WINTER PRICE REDUCTIONS* 

“BEAT IMPENDING 2018 TIMBER PRICE HIKES" 


FEATHEREDGE 


STANDARD TANALISED STANDARD TANALISED 


£15.00 


£17.00 


Arch-Bow Tops @ £2.00 extra 10 Bar H/Duty @ £1.50 extra 


8-BAR OVERLAP 


£10.00 


£11.00 


Trellis & Picket Panels also at Lower Prices 


♦GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON SUPPLY & FIT* 

CONCRETE POSTS & GRAVEL BOARDS, TIMBER GATES, BALLAST, ETC. 

TEL: 01543 674688, 07886369958 or 07828693442 
UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, WS7 3XD 


P J BROADHURST FENCING 

Top Quality Fencing Supplied & Fitted 

All types of fence panels • Gravel boards 

FREE QUOTES 

You will be blown away by our prices! 

Bh 01922 611681 

■■ 07770 954073 

www.pjbroadhurstfendng.co.uk 
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J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 
Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 


r: 

a 


< 

JA 


Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 


Tel: 01922 445914 
Mob: 07809 431703 ' rc 

Visit Website for FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 


FALLEN 

LEAVES 

CLEARED 

Discounts for senior citizens 

07973 814713 (24hr) 
Evenings 
(01543) 262395 



LOFT SERVICES 

UP VC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


V 


Plastering 



1 

n 

311 



All aspects of plastering 
Cracked plaster 
Rendering, skimming, 
dry lining 


mr* 

' _ 

/ 

WALSALL BASED L 


FOR A FREE QUOTE 

01922 693047 or 07958 274019 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 


Plumbing & Heating 



Htatfsuj rtp&Lr msm, 

BOILER BREAKDOWN SPECIALIST 

For all your Boiler Breakdowns 
and Servicing Call Glenn 



We Fix, Fit 
and Service 
All Boilers 



07070310068 


N. MAYO 

GAS SERVICES 


All Plumbing 
Gas Work 
undertaken 

Gas Safe registered 




07886 882903 
01922 448311 


ANDY’S 
CERAMIC 
WALL & FLOOR 
TILING 

• Kitchen and bathroom 
fitting service 
• General home 
improvements 

FREE QUOTES 

Tel: 01922 494193 
Mobile: 07821837399 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 





































































































































































Roofing 


WALSALL ROOFING 

SPECIALISTS 

AS RECOMMENDED OH 


thebestofwalsall 


Flat Roof Specialists 

)l®EJ3M3b. 


GSa 


Slate and Tile Repairs 

Flat Roofs,'EPDM - Dry Ridge Systems 

Rubber Roofing o 25 Years Experience 
uPVC Soffits , ; V o Re-Roofs 

and Fascias o All genuine 

ppJChimney Reducing quotes beat 

o Guttering Repairs o Special rates for 
o All Pointing Work VSlisenior citizens “ 
lol Insurance WorkMl 


CALL MARK: 

01922 694548/07790 214856 


www.walsallroofingspecialists.co.uk 



★ Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M. 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 



Call: 01922 711150 
07722 533247 


AREAS 

COVERED 


PRM Rapid Roofing 

Complete Roofing Services 
Flat Roof EPDM Rubber Roofing Specialists 


Roof Repairs 
Chimney Repairs 
UPVC Fascias/Soffits 


» Slate Tile Repairs 
» Felting • Guttering 
• All pointing work 


Free call out and estimates Walsall Based 

0192269304707958274019 


If an ad 
is wrong, 
the ASA 
is here to 
put it right. 


ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 


• Est. 1907 
»24 hour sen/ice 


G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 


44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 


Dignity' 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 




ELECTRIC POWERED wheelchair, 
as new, hardly used, cost £730, will 
sell £430 ono. Must be seen. 

0121 532 1092. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


JACKSON-HATELEY 

CYCLES 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


MASSIVE SALE! 

UP TO 20% OFF ALL MODELS 

Book your cycle for Christmas 
now at sale price! Get your 
fantastic bargain now. 

All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 
All spares and accessories at discount price 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton _ 


i 
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★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

J All Caravans Wanted J 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
J *CASH * WAITING* J 

★ Immediate collection ★ 
J Call Billon 07825 325 913 J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Mi 


3 BEDROOM STATIC caravan for 
sale. 12 month season. Seaside 
location. Great facilities. Pet 
friendly, wifi. £14,995. Call Paul for 
information: 07960 944721. 


BAILEY SENATOR 
LOUISIANA 

2008 fixed island bed. 
4 berth twin axle. 
Seperate shower. 

£7,500 

07444384791 


CARAVAN FOR SALE in North 
Wales, 1172, month season, must 
go, 2018 fees paid. 07590 124226. 


CARAVANS FOR SALE with 
seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £9,995 includes 
2018 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 


Free 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



Antique Fairs 


VINTAGE ANTIQUE / Collectables 
Fair, Coven Memorial Hall WV9 
5DL, Sunday 19 Nov 10-3. Karen 
01384 277373 / 07938 123040. 


Christmas Events 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

St Joseph's School 
Rough Hay Road 


Saturday, November 18, from 
2pm till 4.30pm. 

Tombola, cakes, toys, straws, 
fancy goods, raffle and santa 
plus more stalls. Refreshments 
available. 

Admission 20p. 


CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

St. Martin's Church. 
Sutton Road / Daffodil Road, 
Walsall. WS5 3DQ. 
Saturday, November 25, 
12noon to 3pm. 

Free Santa. 

Lots of stalls for gifts. 
Tombola. 

Raffle inc Christmas Hamper. 
Refreshments. Bacon Baps 
and Cakes. 

Admission Adults 50p. 
Children free accompanied 
by an Adult. 


Home & 
Services 



House Clearances & Collections arranged 
at short notice for our monthly auctions 

01782638100 


ACORN STAIRLIFT 

Like new, straight staircase. 
Includes delivery and fitting by 
Acorn installer and 3 month full 
warranty. 

£1,200 

01902 609089. 


AT SHEDRITE Potting sheds, log 
cabins, summerhouses etc. Willen- 
hall Rd WV1 2HQ, 01902 450137. 


C B SHEDS 
& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (inc vat) 
WS32BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.87 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


ELECTRIC BED, as new, unused, 
single, £300 o.n.o. Hostess trolley, 
4 Pyrex dishes, excellent working 
order, £40 o.n.o. 01543 505482. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 


publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica- 


ALL PENS WANTED single pens 
and collections bought for cash by 
collector. 07946"'- 


✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, any 
oriental items, old brass items, any silver 
items, War medals military etc. 

Lady Buyer 

.Call: 01922 495066 . 

w or 07971 783206 V 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


COMPUTER MONITORS3 acer 
monitors, 24 inch, all in good condi¬ 
tion, ideal for triple screen. £120. 
07745 824818. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


AERIAL /TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repair. Free Estimates. 7 
days. Aerials/ Sky/CCTV fitted. 
Wall mount/setups. 07850 330251 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


r\r\ 

/AiAA^YHims 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

cmnfmworrFmmm 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


M&S DIGITAL AERIALS Aerials & 
satellite supplied and 
fitted/repaired multiroom TV 
hanging same day service 
07542035943 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 


Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Appliance Repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Cal 107900578897/07801 746853. 




Building Services 


G & D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

07837 994465/01902 579592 


ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING 


Including Fencing,Patios,Decking,Walls.Drives etc. I 
Also a Handyman/Maintenance service including I 
Painting and Tiling.Call for a free Quotation I 


RM Building and Landscapes 
07592 515846 

rmbuildinglandscapes@gmail.com 


P.FENLON BUILDERS All 

of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 


Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 
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Double Glazing 


ATS Double Glazing 


/ UPVC Doors & Windows 
/ Double Glazed Units Made To Order 
/ All Repairs Carried Out 
/ 10 Years Guarantee 
/ Very Competitive Prices, Family Run 
FREE QUOTES & 0AP DISCOUNTS! 

Call Alan on: 01922 442720 or 07783 229386 


Carpentry & Joinery 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre- 


_ _nal pre 

primed doors fully fitted from £37C 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


Carpet Fitters 


just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Christmas Trees/ 
Wreaths 


CHRISTMAS TREES 11 
Pine & Nordmann Fir from £20 
| with FREE mistletoe 
A Holly Wreaths from £5. 


Timberland Farm opp HOLLY BUSH 
GARDEN CENTRE EXIT, J11M6. 
Open 7 days a week 




Electrical Services 


MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone: 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend them 
to anyone! They have 
done a very professional 
job with my website so 
I get online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 


01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


PORT WRy 

FENCWQ 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
" ■“ L30p - 


Mon - Fri 8am - 4.3 
Sat 8am -12noon _ 
83 Portway Ret W'bury ^ 


Fitted Bedrooms 


AFFORDABLE BESPOKE FITTED 

Sliding Wardrobes. 07813 675526 
www.interiorsbyrobertstokes.com 


Gardening Services 


J&B Tree Care, Landscapes 
& Jetwashing Services 

Tree’s, shrubs and hedges planted. 
Fencing supplied and erected. 
Stumps treated or removed. 

01922 449268 or 07786166856 


Gardening Services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
Lj pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 


patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.fancfywoodlancfscaping.co.uk 


01922 898710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 


GAS 
SERVICES 


• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 


DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/""' 1 
Free quote 


House Clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 


Kitchen Fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 



Painters/ 

\ 

V 

Decorators 



C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
■“- 1 -"07973 286288. 


Free quotes, call 0 


C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 


ADMJ 

Decorating & Maintenance 
City and Guilds. No Job Too Small. 
OAP Discounts 
FREE QUOTES 

07855 957935 01902 630028 
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"ClassifiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 



BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit- 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

\ 

Plastering 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 


Plumbing & Heating 

v_ 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

TAD PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs. 

30 years experience 

24 HOUR CALL OUT, NO FEE! 
Call Trevor on 07791 319397 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 



Recycling services 

01902 459667 
0121 558 2120 
01543 500 599 


Removals 


A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

A DJ REMOVAL house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 



MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


Skip Hire 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“We are very happy 
with our Classified 
Contract within the 
Express & Star and 
the enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 

Pally - Quika Skips 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


Tree Services 


BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 
small. Conifers & hedge trimming. 
Shrubs pruned, tidy ups & make 
overs 01543324608/07936882552 


Upholstery 


UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 


[ 
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Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


FRENCH BULLDOG Puppies, 3 
girls, 1 boy, bom Sept 22,17, ready 
to go Nov 17,17, first vaccination, 
microchipped and health check, 
£1,000 to good homes only. 

01922 750123 or 07811 378729. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
B Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 
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Property 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Properties Wanted 




Of purchase price 

lEVERYirTIMEl 


T 4 Yoir House CASH 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 



WE WILL BUY 
YOUR HOME... 

FAST FOR CASH 

Guaranteed sale in 48 Hours 


0 100% of cash value paid 
0 No Commission 
0 All Legal Fees Paid 


Call us today on: 01902 50 44 48 
or visit our website: mpknights.co.uk 


I ^^V ocf HOME BUYERS 

ftlHIii I VWf THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOUR HOUSE _ 


We Buy Houses For Cash 

Free Valuation? Y Bs! No Fees? Yes/ Any Looa+ion? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 

6re+ your FREE, ins+an+ cash o-P-Per +oday! 


Call 01922235885 

or text "Cash" to 66777 yeshomebuyerg.oom | 

I WI LL BUY YOUR HO USE 

Uny Price • Any Condition • Any Area 


Call Paula 01384 467643 


Ve are not connected to any other ad vertis.. 

www.webuyhouseswestmidlands.co.uk 





1-BED FLAT OLDBURY, unfur¬ 
nished, £550pcm+ deposit, no 
DSS. Call 07711 379922. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


large sitting room, with double 
bedroom, 2 car parking spaces, 
£450pcm. 07956 347993. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 




(DOQJjESOSaSO 

J9accommodation.com 


Jobs 


CLASS 1 DRIVER required. Walking 
floor, ejector or tipper experience 
preferred. Walsall area. Call 07588 
670336 


BLOXWICH 
HAULAGE COMPANY 

requires 

CLASS 2 DRIVER 
(multi drop) 

and 

CLASS 1 DRIVER 

Full time days, occasional 
nights-one per week 
Digi-card, 

Driver CPC 12 months driving 
experience needed. 
Immediate start 

Call 07712 198777 
Email details: 

phil@ptstransport.co.uk 

SALES ASSISTANT/ Sandwich 

Delivery Driver Female/Male. 
39hrs, Mon-Fri, 6.45am - 2.35pm 
Call Walsall 01922 616634. 


WASTE RECYCLING / 
SKIP HIRE 
COMPANY 


require 

2 YARD OPERATIVES 


to work at our depot in Tipton, 
previous experience an 
advantage but not essential as 
on site training will be given. 


In the first instance please 
ring Duane Ellis 


on 0121 568 6291 
or 07495 579456. 



Motoring 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



AUDI A4 CONVERTIBLE 


2006 (56), 2L tdi, 70,200 miles, 
beige, abs, electric windows, 
air bag, air con, MoT Oct 18, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
PAS, Alloys, Leather Interior. 

£3,995. 

01922 644717. 


Star Employment 

services 

MEMORIAL MASON 

Our client is a Walsall based Memorial Mason with a good 
reputation and ambitious growth plans. As part of these 
growth plans, there now exists an exciting opportunity for 
an experienced Memorial Mason to join the team. 

This role requires an individual who has memorial masonry 
experience and candidates need to have a careful, 
responsible approach to work and being able to work 
alone, or as part of a team. 

The job will be based at the production site in Walsall and is 
full time (08:00 -16:30 Monday to Friday) and a permanent 
position, with a competitive salary to reflect experience. 

To apply for the position please send CV to 
jobs@staremploymentservices.co.uk or call 01902 319 333. 


EXPERIENCED 

SADDLE TREE MAKER 


required for busy Walsall Equestrian Company. 

Day work rates of pay negotiable depending on experience. 
Good working conditions, 21 days holiday plus Bank Holidays. 
No fixed spring or summer shut downs so holidays can be 
taken outside regular school holidays if required. 

Apply confidentially to Sean Jeffs: info@saddlery.co.uk 
or telephone 
VALE BROTHERS LTD 
01922 612238 Ext 112 
Or Write to: 

Vale Brothers Ltd, Unit 2 75 Midland Road, Walsall WS1 3QQ 


Courses 


BIRMINGHAM: 

30 NOV-1 DEC. & 27-28 JAN. 
STOKE ON TRENT: 17-18 JAN. 


WOLVERHAMPTON: 

6-7 DEC. & 8-9 MARCH 
TELFORD: 25-26 JAN. 




Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

For more info 

orto book: WWW. gGU |J €1 UG.COm 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals ■ GP Surgeries ■ Clinics ■ Private Sector ■ Community ■ MOD 
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ClassifiedAds 


MUST BE SEEN 


FORD KA 

2011, 

two owners from new, 
12 months MoT, 
50,000 miles from new, 
immaculate condition, 
£30 per year tax. 
£2,850 

07519 416239. 


MUST BE SEEN 


HYUNDAI il 01.2 
PREMIUM 

5 door, 66 plate, hatchback, 
4,300 miles, Cat D, reliable. 

Quick sale £5,000. 

Telephone 07828 749540 
or 0121 558 7148. 

povrai@hotmail.co.uk. 


MUST BE SEEN 


HYUNDAI iX20 

61 reg, 

White, 
low mileage, 
FSH, 

long MoT, 
Excellent condition. 

£4,950 ono. 
07717 341319. 



MAZDA MX51.8S 

2001 Convertible, MoT 2018, 
average mileage, excellent 
service record, immaculate, 
racing bronze, Mohair hood, 
alloys, EW, Pioneer Dab, 
garaged. 

£1675. 

0121 3847888. 07771 428793. 



NISSAN QASHQAI 

2011, 81,652 Miles, 12 months 
MOT, Red, abs, electric 
windows, air baa, electric 
mirrors, air con, fsh, central 
locking, cruise control, diesel 
£6,500.00 ono 
07864 964724 


IDFAl 

FIRST CAR 


PEUGEOT 107 

61 plate, 

40,000 miles, 

MoT September 2018, 
Lady owner 4 years, 
immaculate condition. 

£1,650 ono 
01543 360246. 

FORD FOCUS 1.6XL, 2003, 85,000 
miles, green, electric windows, air 
con, alarm, MoT, good runner, used 
daily. Rugeley area. £350 ono. 

07961 880148. 



HONDA ACCORD TOURER 
2.2 CTDi SPORT 


2007, 148k miles, grey met, 
black alloys, half leather, Sat 
Nav, Bluetooth, e/w, e/m, 
privacy glass, towbar, fsh, MoT 
August. 

£1,495 ono. 

07971 269191. 



MERCEDES A150 CLASSIC 


2005, only 60,700 miles. 
Met Silver. ABS. E/W. Air 
Bags. 

E/M. A/C.FSH. 
Alarm, MoT to Feb 18. 
RCL. PAS. Stereo. CD. 
Spots. Two Keys. 

18" Merc Alloys. 
£1,295. 

07392 737869. 



SKODIA FABIA1.4 


HT05 EKE, Black, petrol, 
66,000 miles, MoT June 9, 
nice condition. 

£1,250. 

07448 950663. 


LOOK 


SKODIA FABIA1.4 

HT05 EKE, Black, petrol, 
66,000 miles, MoT June 9, 
nice condition. 

£1,250. 

07448 950663. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALLASTRA 
1600 SXi 

2dr coupe, black, 2007 (57), 8 
months MoT, good condition, 2 
owners from new, private sale, 
first to see will buy. 

£1,095. 

07971 827944. 



NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


Mobile Mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


■ 
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CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


JENNIFER HALL 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
44 Station Road Great Wyrley Walsall WS6 
6LQ, who died on 26/09/2017, are required to 
send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 19/01/2018, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

John Richard Hall 

25 Saffron Garth Patrington Hull HU12 0RF 

T514865 


ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


Ar.gels 

IW 
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THE GREENHOUSE SPA 

For gay/ bisexual men. 
Jaccuzi and restrooms on site. 
TV’s & ladyboys welcome 
Friday evenings. 

Open 7 days pw. 

2 mins J9 /) 10 M6. 

0121 5686126 

www.gay-sauna.com 


^ highways 

england 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984-SECTION 14(1)(a) 
THE M6 MOTORWAY (JUNCTIONS 10 -11) 

(METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF WALSALL AND 
THE COUNTY OF STAFFORDSHIRE) 

(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2017 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Highways England Company 
Limited intends to make an Order on the M6 Motorway in the 
Metropolitan Borough of Walsall and the County of Staffordshire, 
to allow removal of overhead camera works to be carried out. 
The effect of the Order will be to close - 

i) the northbound carriageway of the M6 from its junction with 
the exit slip road at Junction 10, to its junction with the entry 
slip road at Junction 11; and 

ii) the slip road leading to the northbound carriageway of the 
M6 at Junction 10. 

The work will be carried out overnight between 

22:00 hours and 06:00 hours and is expected to start on 

Monday 11 December 2017 and continue for three nights. 

The Order will come into force on Monday 4 December 2017. 
Vehicles being used for police, fire and rescue authority, ambulance, 
or traffic officer purposes and vehicles being used in connection 
with the works or for winter maintenance purposes will be 
exempt from the closures. 

A diversion route via the A463, the A4123, the A4150, the A460 
and the M54 will be signed. 

For further information please contact Paul Siddall on 
0300 470 3538. 

Karen Eustace, an Officer in Highways England Company Limited. 
Highways England Company Limited (Company No. 9346363) 
registered office: Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, 
GUI 4LZ. A Company registered in England and Wales. 


Walsall Council, Planning, Engineering and 
Transportation 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management 
Procedure Order 2015 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. Applications 
can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or online www. 
walsall.gov.uk/planning. Representations can be made online, email: 
planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning 
and Building Control, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 IDG. 
Representations should be made within 21 days of the date of this notice. 
Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the planning 
file which is a public document and will be available for inspection at the 
Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a request under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

17/1411 Kenneth Jenkins FOR: REPOSITION JACUZZI IN REAR GARDEN. 
AT: 4, ALREWIC GARDENS, WALSALL, WS9 8NT 

17/1240 c/o the agent FOR: DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BUILDINGS, 
CONSTRUCTION OF 18 DWELLINGS ( 2X2 BED AND 16X3 BED ) WITH 
ASSOCIATED ACCESS ROAD AND PARKING. AT: FORMER BRITISH LION 
WORKS, FOREST LANE, WALSALL, WS2 7AX _ 


REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE MOVE 


£ 



N 


Advertise your business 
on the 

Express & Star website 

To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MNA Dl c-ITAL 
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2019 FIFA WOMEN’S WORLD CUP QUALIFIER 

ENGLAND v BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA 

FRIDAY 24 NOVEMBER, 7.05PM, WALSALL F.C. 

ADULTS £10 CONCESSIONS £1 

BUY NOW: THEFA.COM/TICKETS 
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Aspiring Athlete winner Freya Robson 


Guest speaker Maggie Alphonsi 


Sports Personality Acelya Toprak 


Some of the award winners at the ceremony at the Copthorne Hotel Abbie Hinton from the School of the Year 



Coach of the Year Wayne McDonald and Diane Davies, Express & Star 


Region's sports stars 
honoured at ceremony 


INSPIRATIONAL tales of determination, 
grit and teamwork emerged as the win¬ 
ners were revealed at this year’s Black 
Country Sport and Physical Activity 
Awards. 

Ten awards were handed out on the night rec¬ 
ognising the achievements and contributions of 
athletes, coaches, sport clubs and volunteers. 

A total of 35 finalists were in the running for the 
awards, run by Active Black Country. 

Former women’s England Rugby player Maggie 
Alphonsi MBE was special guest and gave an inspi¬ 
rational speech about her journey from being born 
with a clubfoot to lifting the Rugby Union World Cup 
in 2014. 

ACB vice chairman Amanda Tomlinson kicked off 
the ceremony, at the Copthorne Hotel in Brierley 
Hill. She said: “The Black Country has got a wide and 
diverse history. We are defined by our people. 

“The levels of deprivation in the Black Country 
are significant and physical inactivity is highest here 
across the region. People are not getting the benefits 
of sport, which is quite worrying and significant. But 
sport has got the power to change this.” 

Project 

The first award of the night went to Dudley Disa¬ 
bility Swimming Project for Sportivate Project of the 
Decade. The group runs swimming sessions for young 
disabled people, where more than 20 attend each 
week. Funding ran out over a year ago but organisers 
have been able to keep the project afloat. 

Next up was Tividale Football Academy which won 
Community Club of the Year. The club was praised 
for forging strong links with local schools and the 
police and helping to change young people’s lives for 
good through the power of football. 

Tividale has 350 youngsters in its ranks and more 
than 40 volunteers across 24 teams. 

Keith Thompson, from the club, said: “It is a fan¬ 
tastic achievement, for the volunteers, players and 
everybody else involved with the club.” 

School of the Year was won by the Federation of 
Abbey Infant & Abbey Junior Schools in Sandwell 
with representative Abbie Hinton picking up the 
award on its behalf. The school was praised for its PE 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Ben Lammas 


“The Black Country has got 
a wide and diverse history. 
We are defined by our peo¬ 
ple.” 


curriculum which helped children with their moral, 
spiritual and cultural development. Abbie Hinton, 
from the school, said it was a great achievement to 
win the award. 

The Community Impact Award went to Benson 
Community Project in Smethwick. The initiative has 
helped to engage more than 1,000 residents in differ¬ 
ent activities, boost the relationship between police 
and youths and help young people get into work and 
join football teams. 

Paul Landucci said: “I’m astonished and amazed 
we have won this award. Smethwick itself should be 
winning this award. It’s about people who love what 
they do.” 

The Coach of the Year award went to judo teacher 
Wayne McDonald. Wayne has taught judo for 13 years 
and recently developed his coaching skills by teaching 
visually impaired youngsters at the annual British 
Blind Sport Day. He was praised for being a positive 
role model who is always willing to help. Wayne trains 
beginners at school and community clubs and coaches 
at competition up and down the country. 

The Aspiring Talent award went to Freya Robson, 
who is a second-dan black belt in karate. Freya has 
won three medals for England and recently achieved 
gold in the under-21 kata competition at the Wado 
European Championships in Paris. 

Practising karate has helped give her social skills 
and the ability to focus and she now teaches karate 
after recently qualifying as a junior coach. 

She said: “There is a lot more that goes into sport 
than just training and competition. There is a lot 
more people that have helped me than they realise.” 


Community Rangers FC picked up the Satellite 
Club of the Year award as part of an initiative called 
‘Football for AH’. 

Rangers set up a satellite club, with Sporting 
Equals, at Dudley Goals Soccer Centre to work with 
hard to reach groups from mosques and schools. The 
project has seen an increase of youngsters and their 
families get on board which has resulted in a base of 
volunteers. 

The Power of Sport award went to Natty Blewitt, 
who is bound to a wheelchair. But Natty, who found 
being active a challenge, joined a 5km runners group 
for beginners. 

She found the route challenging but showed great 
resilience and identified routes more suitable. Now 
her group has moved to flatter ground to enable her 
and others in wheelchairs to take part. 

She said: “I’m really astonished to win the award. 
All of this has made a big change to my life. Just a few 
years ago I weighed over 20 stone but I have since lost 
nine stone.” 

Acelya Toprak won Sports Personality of the Year. 
She has been performing at the highest level of judo 
for more than 10 years and is now moving up to sen¬ 
ior level. She has won three gold medals, two silver 
and one bronze competing at European events, all 
while studying for a degree. 

Support 

The Unsung Hero award went to John Totney and 
Martin Floyd, who in the past two years have tallied 
up 1,400 hours, or 58 days, of voluntary work sup¬ 
porting disabled people at Portway Lifestyle Centre 
in Oldbury. 

John, now retired, has been in the role since 2013. 
Martin, who was born with spina bifida and hydro¬ 
cephalus and is in a wheelchair, became a volunteer 
after visiting the gym. They each give 20 hours of 
their time a week. 

The final award of the night was the Elvis Gor¬ 
don Chair’s Recognition Award which went to Black 
Country Talent Match, a project which helps disad¬ 
vantaged young people into work and use sport and 
physical activity as one of the routes. 

Darren Harris, from the project, said: “Sport is not 
just about the physical benefits but the mental health 
benefits too.” 


Young kickboxer Ellie 
shows she is all Hart 

THE Hart School in Rugeley is celebrating the success of one of its stu¬ 
dents, who has been invited to join the Great British Kickboxing Team. 

Ellie Harvey, aged 12, represented Great Britain at the WAKO Junior 
European Championships held in Skopje in Macedonia. 

Thirty-seven countries competed in this prestigious event, with a total 
of 1,600 competitors selected to represent their respective age and weight 
categories. Ellie fought in the under-12s section, competing against older 
and significantly taller girls, dominating at many stages of the competition 
and refusing to surrender to her opponents. After a tense semi-final she lost 
out by two points, but earned herself a bronze medal. 

Holly Hartley, acting executive principal of the Hart School, said: “Elbe’s 
accomplishments are outstanding, her determination and resilience set an 
example to us all. We are all very proud of this young lady, and are sure we 
will see her representing her country at an even higher level, in the not- 
so-distant future.” 


Merse enjoys sharing 
Molineux memories 

FORMER Arsenal, Villa and Walsall midfielder Paul Merson told stories 
about his glittering playing career to help raise funds for the Steve Bull 
Foundation. 

Merson, equally famous for his role as a pundit on Sky Sports, teamed 
up with the legendary Wolves striker to entertain a captivated audience of 
football fans at Molineux 

The 49-year-old, who also had a spell managing Saddlers, told stories 
about his trophy-laden time at Arsenal and also commented on the 21 caps 
he won for England and discussed his television career. 

He admitted enjoying his time back at Molineux. 

“I have known Bully and his wife Kirsty a long time so when they asked 
me to come up and help out it wasn’t a problem at all,” he said. 

“They are good people who do a lot of work for charity. It’s great to help 
them and great for me personally to be back at Molineux. I got a standing 
ovation here one day when I played for Villa in a pre-season friendly.” 


Legends turn out for 
sick keeper Dudley 

FORMER stars of Albion and Villa have agreed to dust off their boots in 
a benefit match for ex-goalkeeper Derek Dudley. Dudley, who spent four 
years at Villa in the 1980s and also played for the Baggies, is terminally ill 
at the age of just 47. 

Members of Villa’s 1982 European Cup-winning side Gordon Cowans, 
Nigel Spink, Pat Heard, Tony Morley and Peter Withe will line up alongside 
Albion heroes Richard Sneekes and Bob Taylor in the Midlands Legends 
team taking on Romulus Veterans at Sutton Coldfield Town on Sunday. 

Former Villa men Julian Joachim, Darren Byfield, Lee Hendrie and 
Tony Daley will also be in attendance. Dudley lives in Rugeley with his 
wife Helen and two children Daniel, 13, and Elizabeth, 11. 

Admission is priced at £3 for adults; £1 children; and a family ticket for 
two adults and two children is £5. Those in attendance are invited back 
for refreshments and an auction at The Yenton pub, Sutton Road, Wylde 
Green. All proceeds will go directly to Dudley and his family. 
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Maggie may help to inspire 
region's sporting heroes 
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Wood go nap 
to guarantee 
Vase passage 

Walsall Wood 5 Holbeach United 0 - 
FA Vase Round 2 

A LARGE crowd and a great atmos¬ 
phere saw Wood easily see off Holbeach 
to reach the third round and a visit to 
Stourport Swifts on December 2. 

The hosts were simply too good for 
the level five visitors, leading 4-0 up at 
half-time. 

Tony Clarke opened the scoring before 
Paul Sullivan added two from the spot - 
the first for a challenge on Craig Deakin 
and the second when Clarke went down. 

Keenan Meakin-Richards opened his 
account with a 25-yard shot that took 
a wicked deflection off a defender and 
completely wrong-footed the keeper to 
effectively seal Wood’s passage. 

The second half was played at a more 
sedate pace and it took until 56 minutes 
for the first opening, Lewis Hayden com¬ 
bining wide right with Peter Till, whose 
cross was volleyed acrobatically over the 
far angle by Sullivan. 

Two minutes later it was 5-0, Andy 
Westwood twice involved as Wood ripped 
open the defence before Sullivan was re¬ 
leased into the left of the box, his low 
cross to the far post hit home by Clarke. 

To ironic cheers from the home faith¬ 
ful, the Tigers managed a couple of shots 
on target in the last 110 minutes. 

The news got even better for Wood as 
Studley lost at Leicester Road, so the gap 
at the top is still five points but Wood 
now have four games in hand. 

Wood were away to Brocton on Tues¬ 
day and on Saturday Heath Hayes are 
the hosts. 

Dario edged out 
as excellent Wem 
claim win double 

Wem Town 3 Darlaston Town 2 (1874) 

IN a pulsating game in deepest Shrop¬ 
shire, Darlaston failed to avenge their 
only defeat of the season, going down 
by the odd goal in five to an excellent 
Wem Town who made it five consecu¬ 
tive league wins. In doing so, they leap¬ 
frogged their visitors into fifth spot. 

The visitors made an excellent start 
and were ahead in the fourth minute, 
Sam Giles from the spot after Scott 
Broadway was brought down. 

Wem substitute Jordan Bachelor hit 
the post from 25 yards after 28 minutes, 
but Paddy Townsend did draw his side 
level. Bachelor had two efforts blocked, 
before it was third time lucky in the 36th 
minute as he put the home side ahead. 

Bachelor poached his second goal from 
three yards out after a scramble to in¬ 
crease Wem’s advantage. 

Darlaston refused to lie down and set 
up a rousing final 20 minutes when sub¬ 
stitute Ant Nicholls laid the ball back 
for Brzostowski whose first time left 
wing cross was met by Broadway with a 
superb 12 yard header which he steered 
past Hawkins in the Wem goal. 


Graydon: Play-off win best moment 



Former boss Ray Graydon 


IN A glittering career that included a 
number of iconic moments, Ray Gray¬ 
don could be forgiven for not having a 
favourite. This is the man who scored 
Villa’s first ever goal in European 
competition after all, writes Jo Masi. 

He also netted the winner at Wem¬ 
bley as the Villans triumphed against 
Norwich to win the 1975 League Cup 
final. But Graydon does have a favour¬ 
ite moment - and it didn’t arrive in 
claret and blue. It was at the Millen¬ 


nium Stadium on May 27, 2001, that 
Walsall beat Reading in the Second 
Division play-off final. 

It meant Graydon had guided his 
team to what is now the Champion¬ 
ship for the second time in three years. 

“I won three promotions and two 
League Cups with Villa,” he said. “But 
that moment at the Millennium Sta¬ 
dium, I think that tops the lot.” 

Despite everything he had achieved, 
on January 22, 2002, Graydon was 


sacked as Walsall manager with the 
team finding it difficult to hold on to 
their Division One status. 

“I was a sad day when I was sacked,” 
he said. “I can remember the day be¬ 
fore I got the job - I said to my wife ‘I 
will get the sack one day.’ 

“She told me not to be silly. But I 
explained that was the nature of the 
game and I wanted her to be ready. 
I walked out with my head held high 
and still absolutely loving the club.” 


BEECH TARGETS 
5-STAR SHOW 


BLOXWICH fighter James 
Beech Jnr is looking to put on 
a five-star show when he signs 
off for 2017 next weekend. 

Beech is on BCB Promotions’ show 
at the Imperial Banqueting Suite on 
Lichfield Street in Bilston on Novem¬ 
ber 25. 

The 20-year-old featherweight has already 
racked up four pro wins with one TKO over a 
stellar debut year and has already stepped up 
in distance. He’ll remain over six when he steps 
back through the ropes later this month. 

Beech, who is signed to the MTK Birmingham 
stable headed by former British and European 
champion Matthew Macklin, will be hoping to 
pick up where he left off. His first pro career 
stoppage came last time out as he dispatched of 
Russell Midgley in three rounds. 

Formerly with Pleck Boxing Club, the sec¬ 
ond-generation fighter is the son of Jimmy 
Beech, who laced on the gloves for 31 pro out¬ 
ings at lightweight between 1999 and 2008. He’s 
coached by Peter Hickenbottom. 

Beech has enjoyed living the life of a paid pu¬ 
gilist since turning over in February and wants 
to be fast-tracked towards titles next year. Beech 
said: “Me and Pete agreed we wanted four wins 
by the end of 2017. We’re already there so we 
thought we may as well get a fifth one in.” 

Beech is hoping to take on 31-year-old Scouser 
Ricky Starkey, a game ex-Marine dubbed ‘the 
Batallion Stallion’. 

Beech supports the main event for the vacant 
Midlands light heavyweight title, which will be 
contested between Tipton’s Ricky Summers and 
Coventry’s Joe Sherriff. 

Black Country boys Jason Welborn and debu¬ 
tant Antony Woolery also feature on the un- 
der-card, along with Stoke’s Nathan Heaney. 

Tickets are on sale by contacting the boxers on 
Facebook or online at iboxingtickets.com. They 
are priced at £35 standard with all £60 ringside 
now sold out. It will be £40 entry on the door 
come fight night. 


Featherweight boxer James Beech Jr of Bloxwich, enters the ring next weekend 


Referee’s decisions prove pivotal 


Spartans 27 Walsall 14 

WALSALL continued to pro¬ 
duce some inconsistency. The 
loss of players because of in¬ 
juries is a major contributory 
factor. However, on this particu¬ 
larly occasion, they were forced 
to make four changes because of 
players being unavailable. 

The reshuffled team were in 
contention for most of the game 


at Coppice Lane, but were also 
affected by some crucial refer¬ 
eeing decisions. Indeed, the offi¬ 
cial was obviously unsighted for 
the first score as the ball was 
knocked forward in contact be¬ 
fore the hosts burst through for 
a converted try. 

Walsall levelled with Roger 
Weston converting Simon 
Weaver’s effort, before the 


hosts’ Thomas Hardy added a 
15m penalty, converted his own 
try, then kicked a drop goal. 

For Walsall, Mike Benson’s 
try, was converted by Weston. 
But a penalty try awarded to 
the hosts completed the scoring. 

Broadstreet 2nds beat a weak¬ 
ened 2nd XV 40-19, a try from 
Jay Alexander and two and two 
conversions for Harry Duffield. 



Pics’ hearts 
broken late 
by Hughes 

Stalybridge 3 Rushall Olympic 2 

A LATE Connor Hughes header broke 
Rushall hearts and provided victory for 
Stalybridge Celtic in an entertaining FA 
Trophy tie at Bower Fold. 

Danny Waldron had the first big 
chance on four minutes, finding himself 
wide open in the box after Frenchman 
Mathis Fonovich pinched the ball off the 
toes of a Celtic defender. But the Pics 
wide man put his shot high over the bar. 

The deadlock was broken on 20 min¬ 
utes, with new boy Richard Brodie, with 
three goals to his name already, once 
again involved. This time the former 
York City man’s curling shot hit the 
post but the rebound fell to a grateful 
Mohammed Hakeem, who prodded home 
from 10 yards to bag his first goal for the 
club. 

Celtic’s equaliser came on 37 minutes, 
courtesy of former Oldham Athletic man 
Hughes. The forward calmly put the ball 
past a helpless Jahquil Hill after a low 
cross in from the left by Alex Honeyball. 

Pics went ahead after Joe Hull rose 
highest to nod home his fourth of the 
season from a Fonovich corner. 

Hughes was once again denied by 
the woodwork with a 20-yard shot that 
struck the bar, but the equaliser came 
when Theo Bailey-Jones volleyed home. 

The matchwinner came on 84 min¬ 
utes. Liam Dickinson received the ball 
down the right and delivered a high 
cross to the back post where Hughes 
nodded back over Hill into the far corner 
to book Celtic’s spot in the next round. 

Saddlers defenders 
told to blank It out 

JOE Edwards believes Walsall will 
quickly climb into the top half of League 
One if they register more clean sheets. 

In 21 matches this season, the Sad¬ 
dlers have only managed to stop the 
opposition from scoring twice - at Don¬ 
caster in October and in the Checkat- 
rade Trophy victory over Shrewsbury. 

Now Edwards believes it’s crucial the 
players use the time off during the inter¬ 
national break to tighten up at the back. 

“We need to shore up at the back,” 
said Edwards. 

“We have looked solid at times but 
been punished by the odd mistake which 
is what we need to cut out.” 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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IhxAssist Accountants 


16 LEIGHSWOOD ROAD. ALDRIDGE FOR A INITIAL CONSULTATION 


CALL: 


ALL ACCOUNTANCY WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 

Self employed Rental property’s CIS contractors 
Limited companies New start up’s 





















